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THE BIBLE IN PICTURES 


INTRODUCTION. 


HE Bible is a universal book. It isapplicableto all classes and all 
countries. The Hindoo of India and the highly civilized Cauca- 
sian of Europe and America alike find in its teachings a respon- 


. Coan sive cord. It is equally interesting to the children a.d adults, 


: Where else can be found such fascinating stories asin the 
pages of this old Book? Baby Moses in the bulrushes. The innocents 
pathetic figure of the little Ishmael, left todie by himself in the wilderness, 
but lifting up his little voice to God and not in vain! Joseph, the loving 
son and true brother, and David, the shepherd lad who became a great 
King—what endless charm these stories of real life, when the world was 


young, hold for the mind and heart of both young and old! A young 


collegian, writing of a charming, restless boy of nine years, temporarily 
under his charge, says, “I am reading the story of Joseph to H—— out of 
the Bible. It is wonderful to see the little fellow with his eyes fixed upon 
me, never speaking,—scarcely moving for as long atime as I choose to read!” 

What entrancing pictures of real life we find in the Bibles Old and 
young pressing close tothe Christ as he sits by the wayside, to wina word 
of love and blessing from his gracious lips. People of allages waving their 
palm-branches and singing Hosannas to the King whom they understood 
and loved, as he rode in triumph towardJerusalem. The beloved daughter 
of Jairus called back from her dreamless sleep by the Mastet’s voice. The 
healing of the nobleman's boy, and the quick response of the little lad whe 
cheerfully parted with his midday lunch at the word of the great Teacher 
whom he had doubtless learned to love, These, and many another picture 
of child life adorn the pages of this greatest of Books, and assure us, that the 
Bible is indeed “for the child,” and should therefore be brought easily within 
his reach. a a od Fad Jt 

It follows that any winning and reverent device which may serve to 
attract young minds and hearts to the priceless truth hidden away in the 
Holy Book, deserves a welcome. a v wt 

Such a device is presented in these pages, where Bible narrative and 
ptecept are brought before the eye in symbol form, and the eager, question- 
ing mind of the child is led through the pictured word to a real interest in 


and love for the words which Christ declared are “spirit” and ‘‘life.” wt 





~ 


“ Through the eye to the heart,” has long been a recognized principle 
in primary teaching. Hence, the use of the blackboard and of everyday 
objects by primary teachers. The untrained thought must be caught and 
held, if it is to be directed rightly. & * ed 

The home is the starting place in the race of life, and the mother is 
the starter. The old song says truthfully : 

“Baby’s skies 
Are mother’s eyes.” 
As mother frowns or smiles, so does baby. As mother thinks and feels, 
so does baby, during the most impressible period of his life. Great is the 
mother’s responsibility! Great is her opportunity! When she realizes the 
one ot the other, how gladly she hails any help in molding the young lives 
entrusted to her care! And there is no such helper as the Word of God. 
Happy is that home in which it is known and loved and reverenced as 
being God’s own Book! oe &* & 

But how are the children to become acquainted with its sacred sweet- 
ness and life-giving power except as the parents introduce it to them? If 
father and mother are acquainted with its hidden treasures, and show by 
word and by deed, that they delight to turn to it for counsel and for com- 
fort, then the children will in the great majority of cases learn to love and 
prize it too. &* * pe oe 

A book largely made up of strong, clear pictures, setting forth through 
forms of life already known to the children, many of the precepts and 
promises of the Bible, as well as many of the striking stories told in its 
pages, can hardly fail to at least assist in making it known to the child. 

The little one who bends his brow in earnest thought over a pictured 
text, calling upon mother again and again for help, will thenceforth carry 
a picture in his thought which will help to imprint the words upon his 
mind,—to come forth perhaps some future day in a time of stress and 
supply the needed bread of God for his soul’s famine! x * 

And the mother, — what opportunities are thus afforded her for speak- 
ing the “word in season,” opening the low door to some rich, sweet truth, 
or clothing with life the story which is here but outlined ! a * 

In confident belief that this fascinating volume will prove a safe and 
strong helper in many a home, leading by pleasant paths to an interest in 
and love for the Word of God, it is sent forth on its mission. 


“The paths that lead us to God’s throne 
Are worn by children’s feet.” 
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THE BEGINNING OF THINGS. 


ACK of the beginning of all things in this world 
is,—God. It is one thing to make—it is another 
thing to create. Man can make, from things he 
finds in this world ready for his use—only God 
can create and make something out of nothing. 

The story of the beginning of things in this world 
is told in the book of Genesis. That is the first book in the 
Bible and the word means “Beginning.” 

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth.” 

“At first the earth was empty and had no form. 
There was a sound of rushing waters and there was darkness 
everywhere, Then God said, “Let there be light,” and the 
beautiful light came. Then he divided the light and made 
Day and Night. This was the first day. 

The second day God separated the waters from the 
waters. Some he drew up into the sky and from there they 
came down to us in rain and dew. 

The third day came and God gathered the waters that 
were left below into great seas and lakes and that left the 
dry tand, which he called the earth. The same day God 
made the grass and the flowers and the trees bearing the 
fruits we love, and he looked at them all and said it was 
good. See with what love and care God made a happy 





place for you, his children, who were already living in his 
thoughts! . 
The work of the fourth day was as beautiful.as it was 
wonderftl, for then God made the sun, and the moon, and 
the stars. He gave to each one its place and its own work 
to do. Can you think of any work that is given these gems 
of the sky to do? 

And then God began to make living creatures, —the 
fish that live in the great waters, and the fowl and birds 
that fly about the earth. Some were very small, but others 
were great like the whale in the sea and the noble eagle 
in the air. God blessed them, for he saw that his work was 
good, and this was the fifth day of the beginning. 

On the sixth day God made.the living creatures that 
dwell on the land—all kinds of cattle, and beasts of the 
field, the creeping things, he made. They are his creatures 
just as truly as we are, and God has put them here for some 
purpose, for he “saw that it was good.” 

And now God had made a place for man to live and) 
had made many things to be a help and blessing to him, and 
he said, “Let us make man in our image.” And so God 
created man. “Both male and female created he them,” to 
rule over the fish of the sea, the fowl of the air, and the 
cattle of the earth. Then he blessed them and told them 
that all the good things he had made were for their use. 
He placed them in a beautiful garden to care for it and 
enjoy the good things that grew there. 
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% LEARNING A HARD LESSON. . 

 & 


HE first man God created was named “Adam” and 
the first woman “Five.” ‘They were in a new, 
beautiful world and God gave them a home in 
the lovely garden of fruits and flowers. Some- 
times he came and walked in the garden with 

ii} _ these dear children of his and talked with them. What a 

wy happy life it was! No hard work, only to dress and keep 

3 7 the garden, no care, no pain, and no trouble, and God, their 

% | holy and loving creator, for their strong and constant 

: Friend. 

= i. But a little cloud appeared in the clear sky of their 

€ happiness. When God gave this beautiful garden called 

- the Garden of Eden for their home he told them that they 

> might eat the fruit from every tree in it but one. If they 

S y should eat the fruit from that one he said they would surely 





die. Do you wonder why God should do this? He wanted 
them to learn to choose and obey. ‘They were like children 
| in a new world and with everything to learn. But they had 
~%R9 _ God for their teacher and this lesson of obedience was one 
of the first he gave them to learn. Surely, you say, they 

€@ will obey God! 
© Into this peaceful garden came the spirit of evil. He 
: took the form of a serpent and whispered to Eve about the 


4 | beauty of the fruit on the forbidden tree. He said that they 
A k would not die if they ate the fruit, but their eyes would be 








opened and they would then know all about good and evil. 
And Eve—poor, foolish Eve—helieved the evil spirit and 
took some of the fruit and ate it. This was not all—she 
gave some to Adam and he ate it, and right away they knew 
they had done wrong. When they heard the voice of God 
in the garden they tried to hide themselves. As if anyone 
could ever hide from God! 

And did they die? No, not'then, but the spirit of 
innocence died in them and never again could they look into 
the face of God with clear, unafraid eyes. ‘They lost their 
beautiful home, too, and went out to labor hard for their 
‘bread because they had chosen to please themselves rather 
than God. 

But this was not all. They planted the seeds of dis- 
cbedience and self-will, which grew great and strong in 
other hearts, and so the beautiful world God had made for 
his children to live in became a place in which there is sin, 
and sorrow, and pain, and death, and allthis because Adam 
and Eve wanted to have their own way. 

The child who chooses to obey finds his home a 
happy place. He is not afraid when he hears his father’s or 
mother’s voice, but is quick to answer and glad to hear all 
they say. But the child who loves his own way best and 
disobeys the commands that are given by those who love 


him, is not happy. He wants to hide away when he has done 
wrong,.for his heart tells him that he has listened to the 


_tempter and yielded as Adam and Eve did. ‘Then, like 
Adam and Eve, he loses his sweet home joy and the gladness 
that comes from loving obedience. 

“T’'ll sée how Jesus lived 
By reading in his Word, 
And try to be his little child, 
Just following my Lord.” 
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THE OFFERING OF ISAAC, 


THE OFFERING OF ISAAC 


In reading Genesis XII to XXV, we learn that Abraham and his wife 
Sarah had only one child, Isaac. God had promised him to then, but had 
kept them waiting till they were nearly a hundred years old. Yet they never 
gave up their faith in God’s promise. ‘‘Abraham believed in God’’: he 
accepted what God told him as true, and he did what God told him to do 
without any questioning or doubting. This disposition made him very pleasing 
to God. 


To.give men an example at all times of the faith and obedience they should 
have toward God, Abraham was put to a great test. One day Abraham heard 
a voice calling him: ‘“‘Abraham! Abraham!’’ He answered: ‘‘Here I am.”’ 
It was an angel talking to him. ‘‘Get ready,’’ continued the angel; ‘‘take 
your son Isaac and bring him over into the land where the Lord appeared to 
you, Moriah; and there I will show you which of the hills you will offer him 
on as a burnt-offering to the Lord.’’ 

Isaac was then a young man of some twenty-five years, and he was the 
only hope and love of his parents. But Abraham did not hesitate one moment: 
God wanted it, and that was enough. So the next morning before day- 
break Abraham called Isaac and two of his servants. They put a few bundles 
of kindling wood on the back of an ass, Abraham got a big knife, and 
they all started out for the place the angel had said. They went on and on 
for three days. When they got near the hill, Abraham left the two servants 
down in the valley with the ass. He put the wood on Isaac’s back and he car- 
ried the fire and the knife in his hand. ‘‘Father,’’ said Isaac, ‘‘you are going 
to offer a sacrifice; but where is the victim?’’ ‘‘Oh! God will see to that, my 
boy,’’ answered Abraham. Nothing more was said. Both went up onto the 
hill; both together gathered stones and heaped them into an altar; then they 
set the wood in place. Now Abraham tells his son that he is to be the victim. 
Isaac sets aside his clothes quietly while his father sets fire to the wood. 
Neither one hesitates. God wants it, that’s enough. Now look at your picture: 
Abraham seizes his only dear boy; he raises his great knife to kill him. Down 
it’s coming, when a hand out of the cloud grabs Abraham’s, and a voice is 
heard: ‘‘Stop, Abraham, kill not your boy. Now I know that you fear God 
and are ready to do anything He wants you to do.”’ 

; Tt was the angel who had spoken to him before and told him to come there. 
At the bidding of the angel Abraham offered to God, instead of his son, one of 
the sheep that were grazing there on the hill brow. After the sacrifice, God 
renewed all his promises to Abraham and praised him for his faithfulness. 


Who was offered a long time after this on one of these hills of Moriah? 





A STORY OF FAITH AND OBEDIENCE. 


. y or We ae ce 
BRAHAM, one of the Old Testament heroes, was 
. a man of great faith and of perfect obedience. 


Perhaps he began to be obedient when he was 

a very little child and this helps us to believe 

that he had a good mother, though we do not 
know her name. Huis father’s name was Terah and all his 
children were born in Ur of the Chaldees. But when God 
called them to go to Canaan they arose and went, but 
stopped at Haran on the way, and there Terah died. It 
was in Ur that Abraham found his beautiful wife Sarah, 
who had no child for many, many years until at last the 
Lord gave her a little son whom she named Isaac. 

_ This story is about Abraham and Isaac. God knew, 
that the faith and obedience of Abraham was almost perfect, 
but he wanted to try him once more and this is the story 
of the way he did it. 7 

Among the heathen people who lived near Abraham 
in Canaan there was a dreadful kind of worship,—the 
offering up of children as sacrifices to the gods. This is 
done in some heathen lands to this very day. Abraham 
had been taught to offer lambs and bullocks. It was not 
because the Lord: loved such worship, but because he knew 
that men were like children in these early days of the world, 
and that: they must see a picture of prayer or of praise to 
help them to believe it. It seemed to these childish people 
that the smoke of the sacrifices and the incense carried their 
worship up to God, who was looking eae from the Heavens 
and waiting for it. 

T’he heathen people believed in this kind of worship, 
too, and sometimes offered their children to false gods. The 
true God never wanted such offerings. Yet, one day he 
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\f, spoke to Abraham to prove his faith and told him to take qh 
As his only son Isaac, whom he loved, to Mount Moriah and ye 
there to offer him as a burnt sacrifice on the mountain top. aa~ 
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can I,”—or “Thou hast promised,’—? No, he arose up 
early in the morning, saddled his ass, cut the wood for the _ | Be, 
burnt. offering, and taking his son and two men servants | 
started toward the place that was afterward Jerusalem. For | 
| three days they walked, and when Abraham saw the high | 
ik place before him he told the servants to wait with the ass 
( while he and Isaac went up to worship. Abraham carried “al 
|! the fire and the knife, but Isaac carried the wood, and sos Jf 
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they went up the rocky way together. a 
. | Isaac said: 
yy) “My father, behold the fire and the wood, but where By 


is the lamb for a burnt offering?” . 
Abraham put aside his grief and said: 
“God will provide himself the lamb for a burnt offer- 
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ing, my son.” | 
When they came to the top of Moriah, where the tt 
great world altar has stood for ages, Abraham built the o 
altar and laid on the wood,—and then,—could he do it? fil 
Yes, he did. He bound Isaac upon the wood, then he put 
forth his hand for the knife, but a voice from Heaven called 
him. It was the Lord, who had seen his perfect faith and 
his perfect obedience. 

“Lay not thy hand upon the lad,” he said. “Neither 
do thou anything to him: for now I know that thou fearest 
God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, 
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JOSEPH SOLD BY HIS BRETHREN. 


spoken by one of a group of men in the fields of 
=@ «Dothan, They wore the loose, rough garb of the 
be = 00H) East, and their strong faces were browned by tong 
exposure to an eastern sun. 





“Come now, therefore,” the harsh voices went on, “let | 


us slay him, and cast him into some pit, and we will say, some 
evil beast hath devoured him; and we shall see what will 
become of his dreams.” 

But one of the brothers said, “ Let us not kill him, but 
cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness.” This was 
Reuben, one of the sons of Jacob, and he wanted the life of his 
young brother spared for his old father’s sake. And so when 
young Joseph, the dreamer, and the darling of his father, came 
near, the hard-hearted brothers seized him and first stripping 
off the beautiful “coat of many colors,” which had helped to 
cause their jealousy and ill feeling, they threw him into one of 
the pits so often found in that country. 

Why had these men learned to hate their young brother, 
the son of Jacob’s old age, and the firstborn of the beautiful 
Rachel? More than once Joseph had dreamed strange dreams, 
which he told inthe innocence of his heart. Always the dreams 
seemed to mean that he would one day be in high honor, and 
his brothers would bow down to him and serve him. These 
dreams, and the fondness with which his father looked upon this 


beloved son, had stirred their hearts to hatred, and they allowed - 


the spirit of envy and jealousy to drive them to thoughts of 
murder. 

But now a new thought came to one of their number. 
A company of traveling merchants came in sight, and they 





IEHOLD, this dreamer cometh.” The words were 


agreed to sell their brother and let him be carried away into 
Egypt to be sold asa slave. This was done, and the “dreamer” 
was taken away from their sight, as they supposed, for all time. 

And now, see how God cares for his children who are 
true to him, as Joseph was. Sold as a slave to Potiphar, a high 
officer of King Pharaoh’s, he soon became a trusted servant, 
and his heathen master saw and believed that “ the Lord was _ 
with him.” He even found that he himself was blessed and - 
prospered for Joseph’s sake, and that this noble, handsome 
young man was of great value to him. 

But trouble came through Potiphar’s vain and foolish 
wife, and Joseph was thrown into prison, though he had done 
no wrong. Again we read, “But the Lord was with Joseph.” 
Yes, even in prison and disgrace, the Lord stood by him, giving 
him wisdom and love, and sending him dreams, which in the 
end brought him out of prison, and placed him in still higher 
position than before ! 

The King of Egypt, the great Pharaoh, had a wonderful 
dream, which no wise man could interpret. He sent for Joseph, 
and the Lord showed Joseph the true meaning. When the 
King learned that a great famine was coming, he placed Joseph 
in charge, and during all the famine years, and the years of 
plenty that went before, it was Joseph’s wisdom that planned, 
and carried out the plans which saved Egypt from great trouble 
and loss. 

One day there came a company of men from Canaan, 
where the famine was sore, asking to buy bread from Joseph. 
He knew them at once for his brothers, but they knew him not. 
His loving heart went out to them, and when he at last made 
himself known to them, he wept aloud for joy and sorrow. The 
time had come, indeed, when the dreams of the dreamer had 
come true, and Joseph, the hated and despised brother, became, 
not only one to whom the brothers bowed down in love and 
reverence, but the one to whom they actually owed their lives. 
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JOSEPH, THE RULER OF THE LAND. 


Bible Symbols 





JOSEPH, THE RULER OF THE LAND 


In the book of Genesis, Chapters 37-45, you may read the story of Joseph. 
On the reverse of this page there is a picture of him when he was made 
prefect of all Egypt. 

You remember how Joseph told the King of Egypt that there would be 
seven years of great plenty and then seven years of great scarcity of food. 
He told the king to pick out a wise man and send him all through the country, 
with authority to make the people save up one-fifth of their crops during the 
seven years of plenty. This man was to be the king’s overseer or prefect. 
He was to build storehouses in which to keep the food supplies that the people 
brought to him. Later, during the years of famine, he was to sell these same 
supplies to those who needed them. 

The Pharaoh said to Joseph: ‘‘What man could I get who would do this 
better than you? I now place you over my entire kingdom: my people must 
do all that you tell them. I will keep only the throne above you.’’ Then the 
king took a ring off his own finger and set it on Joseph’s. He ordered that he 
be clad in the king’s richest garments and that he be proclaimed the ruler of 
the land. Joseph was then about thirty years old. By the king’s order he 
married a noble young woman by the name of Aseneth, whose father held one 
of the highest positions in the kingdom. 

Joseph made the rounds of the whole land of Egypt and caused to be 
stored up large quantities of corn in every city. When the seven years of 
unwonted plenty were over, Joseph caused the stores to be opened, and the 
Egyptians were allowed to purchase what supplies they needed. Even the 
people from the neighboring countries came to buy corn in Egypt. When the 
buyers had no more money, Joseph gave them corn in exchange for their 
cattle; and when they had no more cattle, he took their lands for the corn 
that he gave them. By the end of the seven years’ famine, he had bought up 
all the land of Egypt for the Pharaoh. Afterward he rented them back to 
their former owners for one-fifth of their annual produce. It was during this 
period that Jacob and his children came down into Egypt on the invitation of 
Joseph. To them Joseph gave a fertile district called Gessen, where they 
lived separated from the Egyptians and where Joseph supplied them with 
food free of charge. 


At this stage of his career, Joseph is a type of our Lord Jesus Christ ruling 
and sustaining His Church. 
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Gsn. xlv : 9 and xlvi: 6, 29, 
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PHARAOH’S DAUGHTER FINDS MOSE 





PHARAOH'S DAUGHTER FINDS MOSES 


In Exodus II the story of this picture is told according to the Bible records. 
But Jewish tradition has given us some curious details about the life of Moses. 

One day, says Josephus, a famous soothsayer told the Pharaoh that, at the 
very moment they were talking, there was about to be born to a Hebrew 
couple a child who, should he reach to manhood, would humble the Egyptians 
and bring great glory upon his own people. So the king, to prevent anything 
of the kind happening, ordered that from that moment all the male children 
of the Israelites be thrown into the Nile soon after their birth. There was at 
that time a man called Amram, and his wife’s name was J ocabed. God 
appeared to him in a dream and told him that a baby boy was about to come 
to them, and that the boy was to be the saviour and deliverer of his people. 

In due course the child was born, and its parents kept it for three months 
hidden away from everybody. Then it was impossible to conceal it any 
longer, so they sent the child adrift on the waters of the Nile. That very day 
he was picked up by Termutis, the Pharaoh’s daughter, while she and her 
maids were bathing in the river near the palace. The child was very beautiful, 
so she took him and adopted him as her own. She called him Moses because she 
had saved him from the waters, and later on she presented him to the king, 
her father. 


As little Moses grew older he waxed more and more attractive, and both 
the princess and the king became very fond of him. They even talked of 
making him heir to the throne, as the Pharaoh had no sons. One day, when 
the boy was about three years old, the king playfully set his crown upon the 
lad’s head; but little Moses snatched it off and threw it to the ground, Balaam, 
the magician, was present and counselled the king to put the boy to death. 
The Pharach ordered the execution. But as Moses was about to be slain, the 
angel Gabriel presented himself before Pharaoh and said: ‘‘O king, harm not 
the boy until we first see if he hath attained to reason and discretion.’’ The 
king consented. Then Gabriel caused to be offered to the boy two platters, on 
the one were brilliant gems, on the other burning coals. Moses was told to 
take whichever he wanted. The boy was reaching his hand for the gems when 
the angel guided it toward the coals. The coals did not burn his fingers; but 
when he licked one with his tongue, he burned the tip off it. And that’s why 
Moses stuttered ever after. 

The daughter of Pharaoh then took Moses and had him educated in all 
the branches of knowledge known to the Egyptians, until he was considered 
the most learned of men. 
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KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS. 


—— —— 


OTHER, do you keep all the commandments, all 
the time? I should think you would get very 
tired !” ; 

Bruce Bailey felt sure that his mother could 

do no wrong, but he wanted a good excuse for 
himself. It seemed as if he was always doing wrong though 
he did not mean or wish to. How could mother be so good? 

“Indeed, I do not,” she said with a little sigh. “I try 
to,—always,—but I often fail. If we should keep all the 
commandments, all the time, what need would we have for 
a Saviour from sin? He came to save sinners, not to admire 
the righteous. He said, you know, “I came not to call the 
righteous but sinners to BaP es. 

“Why, of course,” said Bruce, and his fice looked 
much brighter. 

“T cannot expect to be good every minute, but you 
have learned to, I know, in all these years, and maybe-I shall 
learn to be good if I live long enough. How long does it 
take, mother?” 

“Tt takes a lifetime to learn to let the Lord save us 
from sin. We cannot save ourselves, but we can let him 
save us. How strange it is that we can listen to an evil 
spirit when the Lord himself is speaking to us!” 
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ments sometimes when I am in trouble and begin to think 
of the evil things that may happen until it seems as if they 
will almost surely happen.” 
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‘What evil things, mother?” 

“T hope I am not telling you too much, Bruce, but 
sometimes I fear you may grow up with that wilfulness that 
often troubles you and that will grow stronger and take 
you captive. ‘Then what should we do? Just here I am 
always in much distress of mind until I remember my Father 
in Heaven who is your Father, too,-and he gives me a little 
word that brings peace in like a flowing river. How good,— 
how good he is!” 

“What does he say to you, mother?” 

“Sometimes he has said, ‘Fear not, Mary,’ or “Thy 
BOmdivetits, 

“Sometimes I have seen a drunken young man and 
have seemed to see you grow up to become like him. This 
would follow me all day; once it followed me three days 
and then suddenly a voice spoke to me in the night: 

“Thou shall have joy and gladness; and many shall 
rejoice at his birth, for he shall be great in the sight of the 
Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink, and 
he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost.” 

“Then I thanked God with tears of gratitude and 
went to sleep in peace. You see, Bruce, that I do not keep 
all the commandments all the time, don’t you?” 

| Bruce was full of tears himself, but he said: “You 
were only afraid mother, and afraid of me; you were not 
bad.” 

“Sometimes I feel fretful, Bruce, almost angry, but 
God forgives me.” 

“Well, mother,” said Bruce, after a long silence, “you 
need never be sorry you told me these things. I am going 
to begin now to keep all the commandments as well as I can 
and to let God teach me just as you do. I just need to love 
him and trust him, I suppose.” 

“Thatis alledear-bogea 














day, to keep it holy. 
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day, and hallowed it. { 
Copyright, 1904, by Hertel, Jenkins & Co. Exop. 20: 11. 


————_—— = arte. —~ % > Gi ———> iz \ ——=— 
sf woes Ros en Gn, ———— 


SY 


x2 


\ 














Ae 


KEEPING THE SABBATH. 


EHEMIAH was a priest and a cupbearer to the 
king in Shushan, the palace in Babylon. It was 
after the time of the seventy years’ captivity of 
the Jews,—a long lifetime of. years after, but 
many of the Jews still lived in Babylon because 

it was a safer place to live than Jerusalem. ‘The jealous 
and barbarous nations all around the city made war against 
it continuously and burned its Bates with fire and carried 
away the treasures of the people who lived there. 

Nehemiah was sick with sorrow when he heard how 
the walls of the Holy City were broken down and its gates 
burned.. He fasted and prayed; he asked the Lord to give 
him mercy in the sight of the king, and the Lord heard his 
prayer. When he came to serve the king again he looked 
pale and troubled, and the king said: 

“Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not 
sick? ‘This is nothing else but sorrow of heart.” 

Then Nehemiah told the king what he had heard 
from his brother Hanani. The king loved Nehemiah and 
trusted him, so he said, “For what dost thou make request?” 
Then the king’s cupbearer, praying to God in his heart, 
asked the king to send him to Jerusalem, the city of his 
fathers, to build it again. e 

There is a very pretty thing just here in the Bible 
story. It says: 

“And the king said unto me (‘the queen also sitting 
by him’), “For how long shall thy journey be and when 
wilt thou return?” 





T'wo things made the king very gentle: the spirit 
of God within him, and the spirit of a good wite beside him. 

“So it pleased the king to send me,” wrote Nehemiah, 
“and I set him a time.” 

Some time you will read the book of Nehemiah and 
find the wonderful story of the rebuilding of the walls of 
Jerusalem. Nehemiah had a great work to do and only 
a little time in which to do it. He worked with all the 
strength of his mind and body,—first to strengthen the 
hearts of a discouraged people, and then to teach them how 
to work. They built the walls with their weapons of war 
upon them. 

“Every one,” says the Bible story, “with one hand 
wrought on the work and with the other hand he held 
a weapon.” | 

When all was builded and the gates barred they kept 
a joyful feast for seven days, and the streets and squares 
were full of little leafy houses made of the branches of olive 
and myrtle, and palm, and pine, which they had brought 
in from the Mount of Olives. 

But almost the last great work that Nehemiah did 
for the Jews was to bring back their Sabbath. If you will 
look at the picture page you will see just what Nehemiah 
saw every Sunday. He knew that God'saw it too and he 
could not go back to Babylon and remember that picture 
of a Sabbath in Jerusalem! What could he do? 

He locked the city gates at sunset on the next 
Sabbath and set guards over them until the Sabbath was 
past. Then the merchants from Tyre, and the sellers of 
all kinds of wares, and grains, and wine, and fruits and foods 
camped outside the gates once or twice, until Nehemiah 
threatened to arrest them. ‘Then they came no more on 
the Sabbath and the city had a_ peaceful, quiet day, as the 
Sabbath always should be. 
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THAT STRANGE COMMANDMENT. 


MUST learn that strange commandment this 
week, mamma,” said Rose, “beginning, “Thou 
shalt not covet,’ and I don’t know what ‘covet’ 
means. I asked my teacher and she told me 
to ask you. Why did she tell me that?” 

“Covet is a strange word,” said Rose’s mother smiling, 
_“and I should like to talk with you about it,—but here comes 
Mrs. Gray and Mrs. Gardner and I shall be busy for a little 
while.” | 

Rose said to herself, “I think I will go to the Standard, 
for that tells us everything, papa says.” 

So in her father’s study Rose found the Standard 
Dictionary and after a long search the word “covet.” 

“Why,” she said with a surprised smile, “it only 
means to want something very much,—to long for it,—to 
desire eagerly,—I don’t know what ‘inordinate’ and ‘unlaw- 
ful’ mean exactly, but I think it is right to long for good 
‘things and desire them eagerly. And I don’t see why this 
queer commandment was just tacked on the very last of 
all the others to bother us so! I mean to ask papa about 
it when he comes.” 

Then Rose placed a bookmark in the Dictionary and 
went out to play in the fresh air. 

Mrs. Gardner and Mrs. Gray were in the parlor a 
long time and when they had at last gone both Rose and 
her mother had forgotten about the commandment. Rose’s 
mind was full of a plan she had made with Mary in the 
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kitchen to send Arthur a box of goodies, which would be 
a good thing to have at Easter, for the boys at Beech- 
wood School, were many of them to stay for the short 
vacation. She had this on her mind when she came down 


to dinner and spoke of it. Both her mother and father were 
greatly pleased with the plan and said they would help her. 

“OQ, mamma,” cried Rose a little later, “T found out 
what ‘covet’ means.” 

“Well,” said her mother, “what is it?” 

“Why, it means to want something very much, —to_ 


long for it,—to desire eagerly; is not that good instead’ . 


of bad?” . 

“That depends to whom the something belongs that 
you want,” said mamma. ' . 

“Papa, it was your Dictionary that told me, and you 
say it is always right,” said Rose looking surprised. 

“Yes, butvis that all you found out?” 

“Tt said something about ‘inordinate’ and ‘unlawful,’ 
but I did not know those words.” 

“We may desire eagerly all the free gifts of God, but 
not the gifts that he has given to our neighbor. That is an 
‘inordinate’ and ‘unlawful’ desire. You may long with all 
your soul for ‘the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, but 
not for your Aunt Annie’s ruby ring. Do you see?” 

A glow as from a ruby spread over Rose’s face, for 
she had often longed for that beautiful and costly ring on 
Aunt Annie’s hand and had hoped that Aunt Annie would 
say in her will ‘My ruby ring to Rose.’ ” 

“Ts Aunt Annie my neighbor?” asked Rose. 

“To be sure she is,” said mamma, “and a very good 
one, too. _We will not steal anything from her with even 
a wish, will we Rose?” 
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e\ = 
HINK about this for a moment: what if, instead of 

a dear home, you had only the starry or stormy 
‘sky above you each night, or perhaps a little 
Yi tent that you must roll up and carry with you 
| _ the next day? Suppose you belonged to a moving 
ey = nation? That is just what the Israelites were for forty years 
\ after they were led out of Egypt. They needed only to cross 
a little corner of Arabia to come at once into the land of 
Promise. ‘Their father Jacob and his twelve sons did so and 
Bi it can easily be done now. It would have taken scarcely 
= td a month for this journey, but so wrong-minded were the 
people of Israel, and so weak was their faith, and so ready 

| were they to disobey the leader God had given them, that 





they had to be led by many long and painful ways to the 
Whe land of Canaan. 
But all this time God cared for them very tenderly. 
Do you remember how he made a path for them through 
the Red Sea when they were in danger, and have you heard 
| how, when they were in a desert land, he sent manna fresh 
i from. Heaven to them every night? And then when they 
| longed for the food of Egypt and could not bear the taste 
| of the manna any longer, who but a tender, loving Father 
would have sent great flocks of quail to cover the ground 
all around them? Only a loving and powerful God could 
have been patient with them in all their wilfulness and lead 
them by day and by night with the pillar of cloud and the 
pillar of fire all through their journey in the wilderness. 
You remember that the Jews were a favored people, 
and so they are to-day. Wherever they go and however 
badly they may be treated, yet no nation can ever destroy 
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them. God still watches over them and tries to lead them 
in the right way. We should never forget that Jesus our 
Saviour was a few. 

When you get very tired of oatmeal, or bread and 
milk, how delightful is the thought of something different. 
It was just so with the people of Israel. They grew so tired 
of eating the food in the wilderness that often the smell and 
the taste of the good food they had had in Egypt came back 
to them, and they wanted again the crisp, brown fish, the 
tender cucumber, and the luscious melons. ‘There were also 
the leeks, the onions, and the garlic, which give a relish 
to so many other kinds of food. And ae loved and longed 
after all these things. 

You do not wonder, do you, that in this great army 
of “six hundred thousand footmen” there were many who 
thought of these things and wanted once more to taste the 
food of Egypt, and to drink the sweet water of the Nile? 

This turning back toward Egypt is called “lust” in 


- the Bible and it means turning back toward a state of sin 


from which the Lord had turned us. Some things grow 
very dear and beautiful to us as we live in them, but they 
draw the heart away from goodness and from God and fix 
it upon self, and the pleasures of this world. 

You know Jesus said: 

“I am the bread of life,” and “whosoever drinketh 
of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst, but 
the water that-I shall give him shall be in him a well of 
water, springing up into everlasting life.” 

This is sometimes:called the water of life, and when 
we have come to know the Lord and he has truly taken us 
to his heart, then we know just what it is, the true life of 
God in our spirits. 

Let us think of these things whenever false love or 
“dust” tempts us. 
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MOSES AND THE GOLDEN CALF. 


Bible Symbols 


MOSES AND THE GOLDEN CALF 


In Exodus 32nd Chapter you may read the story of the Golden Calf. But 
why did the Israelites select a calf to adore as their god? 


The Egyptians, with whom the Israelites had lived for so many years, 
had a queer system of religion. They adored many gods; but the greatest and 
best of all their gods was Osiris. Another name for him was Hapi or Apis, a 
word that means ‘‘hidden.’’ He was so called because the Egyptians said that 
he hid himself in a young bull or calf that could be found only by its peculiar 
marks and coloring. These marks were: a black-colored hide, a white tri- 
angular spot on its forehead, the hair on its back so arranged as to suggest 
the shape of an eagle, under its tongue a knot in form of a beetle. 


When a calf of this description was found there was great rejoicing among 
the people. At once they built for him a beautiful house facing toward the 
east. There they fed him for three months on the purest and best of milk. 
Then they brought the sacred boat with a gold-lined cabin; they set the calf 
in it, and amid gorgeous ceremony conveyed him to Memphis. There he was 
kept in the palace of Osiris, and was the object of the greatest care and venera- 
tion. Every year his birthday was celebrated as a national holiday. 

The life of the sacred Apis had its limit. If he died before he was twenty- 
five years old, he was buried with extraordinary funeral pomp; if not, he was 
killed by the priests and his body sunk into the sea or some well unknown to 
any but the priests who had sacrificed him. When dead he was called Sarapis. 
The death of an Apis was always the occasicn of great national mourning. 

Now, the Israelites had lived for generations in the midst of these people. 
They had learned all about Osiris, and they were familiar with the ceremonies 
of his worship. They remembered that it was he who had vanquished Apappus, 
the dire giant and god of the dread wilderness in which they were then encom- 
passed. Should they not now call upon Osiris to deliver them from this cruel 
god? Maybe this terrible Jehovah, who had led them out into the desert, was 
none other than Apappus. So they would invoke the great Osiris to smite 
him again, and they compelled Aaron to make for them a molten image of the 
sacred bullock Apis, that they might sacrifice to it and obtain through it their 
deliverance from the cruel rule of Moses and his God. 

This was a very grievous sin on the part of the Israelites, and the Lord 
punished them severely. 
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A TRUE STORY OF LOVE AND FAITH si 
ot ae . iy) 


NTREA171 me not to leave thee, or to return from i. 
following after thee ; for whither thou goest I will 





go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge; thy peo- 
ple shall be my people, and thy God my God. 
Where thou diest will I die, and there will I be | 
_ buried—the Lord do so to me and more also if aught but “) 

death part thee and me.” 

It was 4 young woman of Moab who spoke these noble 
and beautiful words to a woman old and sad, and bowed by 
many sorrows. Years before a man of Bethlehem in Judah 
took his wife and two sons, because of famine, and went into 
the land of Moab to dwell fora time. His name was Elimelech, 

~ and his wife was called Naomi. Elimelech died in this strange 
land, and Naomi was left with her two sons, who married 
wives from among the daughters of Moab. And then came a 
sad time when the sons died, and Naomi was left alone with 
her daughters-in-law, Orpah and Ruth. They loved one an- 
other and dwelt in peace and union, but the mother’s heart 
turned in her loneliness more and more toward her own kin- 
dred, her own land, and above all the God of Israel whom she 
had loved and served in her happy youth, and whom she still 
loved, though among a people who knew him not. 

The longing desire grew in the heart of Naomi, until 
she could no longer abide in the land of strangers, and one day 
she turned her face toward the land of Judah, and Orpah and 
Ruth said they would go with her. 

Naomi bade them return, each to her mother’s house, | 
and she kissed them tenderly, while all three women wept as RY) 
they tried to bid one another a long farewell. Then Ruth, her i 
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heart running over with love and faith, spoke the words which 
have lived, and will always live in the world while love and faith 
are dear to human hearts. 


Again Naomi bade the loving daughters return to their 
own people, and not seek to follow an old and broken woman 
upon whom the hand of the Lord had been laid. The daugh- 
ters again wept aloud, and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law 
again, and turned to go to her own people. But Ruth, glow- 
ing with love and the spirit of self-sacrifice, clung to the older 
woman. When Naomi saw that Ruth was of a steadfast mind 
and would not leave her, we may well believe that hope and 
courage entered into the soul of the sad-hearted woman and she 
went on her way with a heart lightened and cheered by the 
love and tenderness of this dear daughter. 

Ruth gave up her own people, her own land, and the 
gods she had been taught to serve. What did she gain? 

She gained the undying affection of a lonely woman, the 
love and respect of all who saw her devotion to duty, and above 
all else the favor of Israel’s God and King! She gained, too, 
the honor of being an ancestress of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
her name will be known as long as he.is loved and worshiped 
on earth. 


A good and noble man saw this sweet woman gleaning 
in the field after the reapers. His heart was drawn to her by 
her beauty and modest ways, and he made her his honored 
wife, giving her a name and high position, and a dear child was 
given her, who became the father of Jesse; the father of David, 
the great King of Israel, from whom in a direct line “was born 
Jesus who is called Christ.” 
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DAVID AND GOLIATH 


ONG ago when the world was young there lived a 

clear-eyed, noble boy who feared nothing but evil. 

He was a shepherd lad, keeping his father’s flocks 

on the wide, grassy plains of Bethlehem. He was 

the youngest son of Jesse, and had several brothers 

older than himself. A brave and faithful lad he was,—so brave 

that when peacefully watching his sheep one day, a lion came 

out of the rocky gorge not far away, and tried to carry away 

some of the tender lambs, their young shepherd, thinking not 

of his own safety, slew the lion, and saved his flock! Another | 

day a hungry bear came seeking food, and young David fear- 
lessly slew him—again saving his flock. 

There came a day when there was war between Israel 
and the Philistines. ‘The armies came in plain sight of each 
other, and the Philistines sent their champion—the great giant 
Goliath—to dare any man to come out and fight with him and 
thus settle the quarrel between the two armies. 

Goliath was tallerthan any man youever saw. - He wore 
a great helmet of brass on his head, and his body was covered 
with a coat of mail. He had a big voice and a fierce look, and 
all the soldiers who heard him were afraid to fight him. Every 
day the giant came out and taunted the Israelites and called 
them cowards, and King Saul’s heart was full of trouble and 
dismay. 

But one day he was told that a lad had come to the 
battlefield to bring food to his brothers, who said he would 
fight the giant! Saul said, “Bring him tome.” But when he 
saw the fair face and slender form of young David, he was much 
disappointed, and said sadly, “Alas! you are too young and 
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weak to fight a great giant like Goliath.” But David, looking 
the king in the eye, said modestly but bravely, ““The Lord who 
delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of 
the bear, He will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.” 
Then Saul saw that David was not thinking of his own power 
or strength, but of the power and strength of the great God, 
and he said, “‘Go, and the Lord be with thee.” 

; So David went, believingin his faithful young heart that 
God would humble the pride and wickedness of this powerful 
giant, and give the victory to His people Israel. He would not 
wear armor or carry a sword. He wanted all the people to see 
that God could use a weak boy to conquer evil, and he took 
only his shepherd’s staff and his sling, and went cheerfully to 
meet the bad, bold giant. 

When Goliath saw this fair, ruddy-faced boy coming to 
meet him, armed only with his shepherd’s staff and a sling, he 
despised him and cursed him by his gods. But David said to 
him, calmly; “I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts; 
this day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand.” The giant 
came to meet him in great rage, rattling his armor and waving 
his sword, but young David, who had picked up a few smooth 
stones from the side of the brook, only took one of them from 
his little shepherd’s bag, put it carefully in his sling, and threw 
it with so true an aim, and with such power in his young hand, 
that it struck the fierce giant squarely in the forehead, and he 
fell down flat upon his face! When the soldiers of the two armies 
saw this the Israelites shouted for joy, and the Philistines turned 
and ran away, for they saw that the God of Israel was fighting 
for His people. 
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THE TRANSLATION OF ELIAS. 


THE TRANSLATION OF ELIJAH 


In the book of I Kings, XVII-XXI, you may read particulars about this 
fearless prophet. The life of Elias (Greek form for Elijah) is very interesting. ° 
This picture shows how he was taken up into heaven. 

God made known to Elias that his labors were coming to an end and that 
he should be soon removed from this world. The prophet was then at Galgal, 
where he had founded a school for young prophets whom he taught. After 
instructing them for the last time, he set out for Bethel, where he had founded 
another guild of aspirants to the prophetic order. Eliseus, his companion and 
disciple whom he had requested to stay at Galgal, accompanied him. The 
young men of the guild at Bethel were curious to find out from Eliseus if it 
was really so-that their master was going to be taken from them. He told 
them it was so, but he asked them not to speak of the matter. 


From there Elias started to visit his school in Jericho; but before leaving 
he urged Eliseus to remain at Bethel. Eliseus told him he would never sepa- 
rate from him, but would go anywhere he went. The guild at Jericho received 
them with marks of great joy and veneration. After Elias had confirmed the 
young candidates in their faith in Jehovah, he wended his way toward the 
Jordan. Fifty of the young men watched him and Eliseus from a hill top out- 
side the city. They saw them reach the banks of the Jordan and wondered 
how they would get over. Elias rolled his mantle around his forearm, touched 
the waters with the hem of it, and the river opened up and made a dry passage 
for the two. So they crossed over into the hills of Moab, As they were walk- 
ing and talking, Elias stopped Eliseus and asked him: ‘‘What do you want 
me to leave you when I am taken away from you?’’ ‘‘I want you to leave me,’’ 
answered Eliseus (Greek form for Elisha), ‘‘a share in your prophetic spirit 
double that of the other sons of the prophets.’’ ‘‘Your request shall be granted 
you,’’ said Elias, ‘‘if you see me when I am taken up from you.’’ 

They were still talking the matter over when a fiery chariot drawn by 
two horses of fire drove in between them and Elias was rapt up in a whirl- 
wind into the clouds. ‘‘My father, my father!’’ shouted Eliseus; ‘‘you the 
chariot of Israel and the driver thereof!’’ But Elias was gone. His disciple, 
bereft, wept and rent his garments. At length he arose and started toward 
the Jordan. He threw over his arm the mantle which Elias had let fall. When 
he reached the river he touched the waters with the mantle, but nothing hap- 
pened. Then he shouted out, in half doubt and half complaint: “‘Where now 
is the God of Elias?’’ and he whacked the waters with the mantle. This time 
the river opened up, and he passed over. 





A SONG OF LOVE AND FORGIVENESS. 


HIS is a beautiful story of the forgiveness that 
comes down from Heaven. ‘The story is from 
the life of David, and at the end of the life of 


Saul loved himself so much that it made him 
jealous of others. He was king of Israel and the whole 
nation looked up to him as their great and wise ruler. He 
was tall and looked like a king, and he loved to have the 
people praise him, but he could not do all the great deeds 
he wanted to do, and the Philistines who came up from 
the south and spread themselves over his kingdom, made 
him much trouble. 

They brought a giant, Goliath, with them and when 
he wanted to fight with some Israelite, no man could be 
found who dared meet him until young David came and said 
he would go and kill the giant “in the name of the Lord.” . 
He did this good deed with a pebble from the brook. David 
was only a youth and he wore no armor, while Goliath wore 
a heavy armor and carried great weapons. But God helped 
David, and the little pebble sped through the air and sank 
into the giant’s forehead and he fell upon his: tacerto, the 
earth. 

Then there was a great shout over David. He had - 
won the king’s favor and the prize the king had promised, 
his own daughter for a wife, and also a high place in the 
kingdom. Now, another shepherd kept the sheep for 
David’s father, and he went to live with Saul. Jonathan, 
Saul’s son; was David’s dear friend, but very soon Saul 
began to be jealous of David. He heard the women sing 
as David catne up from battle with the Philistines ;— 

“Saul hath slain his thousands; 

David his ten thousands.” 





Then Saul was angry and said: 

“What more can he have than the kingdom,” and 
Saul eyed David from that day forward. 

The next day Saul cast his spear at David twice as 
he was playing on the harp before him, but God stood by 
David and saved him from harm, for he was yet to be the 
king of Israel. 

For eight or nine years David had to flee from one 
- cave to another in the wilderness to hide away from Saul’s 
deadly hate and jealousy. Two or three times he found 
Saul asleep and could have killed him, but his heart was 
too true and tender. 

“Some bade me kill thee, but mine eye spared thee.” 

And he said, “I will not put forth my hand against my lord, 
for he is the Lord’s anointed.”’ And then David said, “I have 
not sinned against thee, though thou huntest my life to 


take it.” 
Then Saul wept and promised to be kind to David 


for he saw that God was with him, but he did not keep 
his promise, because the evil spirit was in him. 

At last, after several battles, Saul and his three sons 
lay dead on the battlefield on Mount Gilboa. David was 
then chasing the enemy who had burned his little camp 
in the south, and carried away the women and children, 
but when he came back after conquering them, a man came 
bringing Saul’s crown and bracelet to David and told the 
story of his death. He thought David would be glad, but 
instead he wept and fasted until evening. His friend 
Jonathan had died with his father, and David’s heart was 
distressed. 

It was then that his poet soul broke out into a song 
that you should all know, for it is the most beautiful song 
of forgiveness in the world. ‘here is a little of it in the 
pictures that belong with this story. 
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A KING OF LONG AGO. 


ONG, long ago in Old Testament days, there lived 

under Eastern skies a rich and mighty king 

named Solomon. He was the son of King David, 

who was both great and good. When David lay 

down to die he told Solomon to serve God and 

obey him so that he might make the kingdom of Israel great 
and strong. 

When Solomon became king the Lord came to him 
in a dream one night and told him to ask for what he 
wanted most. Solomon said to the Lord: 

“T am but a little child; I know not how to go out 
or to come in; give, therefore, thy servant an understanding 
heart.”- 

The young king ‘saw that what he needed most 
was wisdom and he was wise enough to ask God to give 
it to him. 

God was-pleased that Solomon did not ask for riches 
ot honor, but for wisdom, and he gave him this and all the 
good things which he did not ask,—riches and honor. God 
is pleased when his children choose the best things. 

The pictures tell a little of the story of King Solo- 
mon’s great riches. He had many beautiful horses to draw 
his chariots, and many other thousands upon which his ser- 
vants and officers rode. They were not all kept in one place, 
but were in different cities. In those days horses and char- 
iots were used in war and they were always kept ready for 
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use if the need came. ‘Then also when a great king of the 
East appeared before his people, it had to be with great show 
and splendor so as to let the people know that he was very 
high and powerful. 


Do you wonder how food was found for all these 


thousands of horses? Solomon had officers whose business 
it was to provide food for the king and for all who came to 
his table. ‘There were twelve of these officers and each one 
had his work to do one month in the year. They also had 
to buy food for the horses—barley and straw—and to see 
that these things were taken to the cities where the horses 
were kept. Barley was used in the East instead of oats, 
which donot grow in that country. 

It was not riches alone that God gave to Solomon, but 


wisdom greater than that of any man in the East. It was 
wisdom from God and so it was good. Some day when you 
are older you will read the Proverbs of Solomon, and you 
will see how wise were his thoughts and his words. But 
remember that all this wisdom came from God and that it 
was given to Solomon because he asked for it. 

There was something else that Solomon asked of God 
and that was: 

“Targeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the 
seashore’—and God gave him this also. 

A heart that is kind, that loves to be good, and that 
does not think evil of others, this is a large heart. 

King Solomon made many beautiful songs. One of 
these is in the Bible and it is called the Song of Solomon. It 
is said that he spoke three thousand Proverbs, or wise say- 
ings, and it was God who gave him all his wisdom. 
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A GREAT SIN AND A GREAT SORROW. 


HERE isa great sin abroad in our fair land. It is 
at home in the dark places of our cities and it 
finds its way into the pleasant places of the 
country. Wherever it goes the light of joy 
dies out and there is darkness and tears and 
bitter sorrow. 

What is this dark form of sin that knows how to et 
all the happy homes it enters? Itis Strong Drink. It takes 

- the light out of the face, the strength away from the limbs, 
and the good sense from the head. Yes, it does more than 
this, it drives the spirit of love out of the heart. God is love 
and love cannot live in the heart of a drunkard. This is why 
God says in his Holy Bible: 

“No drunkard shall inherit the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

The drunkard spoils his life because he loves strong 
drink, even though he knows it will curse him. 

There are people, too, who, even if they do not become 
drunkards through strong drink, yet harm themselves by 
eating too much rich food. They eat it because they like 
it, just as the drunkard drinks wine, or beer, or whiskey, 
because he likes it. They do not stop to think that God 
gave them their bodies to keep clean and strong, and to use 
in helping to make the world a better and brighter place 
in which to live. They want to please themselves first and 
so hurt the body God gave them. 

This is what comes to the drunkard or to the glut- 
ton,—he loses the good use of his body and of his mind; he 
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(| loses his good name, his friends, and his money, and so he is 
WM overy likely to come to want and even to go about begging 
Bh people to give him food to eat or clothing to wear. God 
never meant one of his children to spoil himself like this. 
There is another way in which some people spoil ~ 
I} their lives. They love to have an easy time; they want 
WI to sleep late in the morning, and rest in easy chairs by 
glowing fires. Perhaps they are not drunkards or gluttons, 
but they are what we call lazy people, who will not do their 
share of the world’s work. 
~ God puts all these people in one class and shows us 
that they lose their place in the world and come to poverty 
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pleasure more than he wants to do right is in danger of 
becoming like these people. God has given each child 
something to do ‘to make the world better and brighter. He 
gives us his Book to show us his way and he shows us 
pictures of wrong-doers so that we will not follow their 
example. : 
The self-love which makes drunkards, gluttons, and 
lazy people is the great sin which causes so much sorrow 
in the world. If we love God we will do as he says. If we 
} love self we will do as self says, and this will make sorrow 
| for ourselves and for our friends. 
But if we turn away from sin we shall save ourselves 
and those who love us from the sorrow of seeing us lose 


~ 


—_= 
ST. 


= 


Rie) 
SS 


os = —— 


Core = 


ss, 


en EE 
= > 
— 


F the good things God meant us to have and spoil the life € 
“Al he gave us to live. Here is a beautiful promise to God: f Y 


-“T promise thee, sweet Lord, 

| That I will never cloud the light 
Which shines from thee within my soul 
\ And makes my reason bright.” 
o 


PLS 


+ » 
= 


finn > . m —— ) . 
— 1. ek \S Oe a ———"\*. 


le ee SS 








tia {I wr 





Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they may follow strong 
drink; that continue until night, till wine inflame them | 


oe Path sul 
but they regard not the work o 


neither 
consider 
the 
operations 





A STORY OF THE CAPTIVITY. 


OR seventy long years the people of Israel were 
away from their beloved Jerusalem and were 
held in captivity.» It is a strange story, but it 
is full of the tenderness of the Lord toward 
a child who would run away from him. 

It is strange, because Israel at home was disobedient, 
but Israel far away among strangers was true to the faith 
of his fathers. You remember Daniel, the young prince, 
and his three friends: Nehemiah and Ezra were also great, 
strong men, and brave in their work. Even the hearts of 
the great kings, Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes were turned 
toward the God of Israel by the people who were slaves 
in their great nation. 

The Lord told Cyrus to build again the Temple at 
Jerusalem, which had been burned, and he sent great gifts 
of gold and silver and other things to be used in the worship 
of the one true God. 

How would it seem to you if more than fifteen 
hundred of the people of your town should rise and march 
away like an army, to a city five hundred miles farther on? 
This was done when King Artaxerxes sent Ezra and his 
brethren back to Jerusalem with treasures of gold and silver 
too great for you to count. Very likely they took camels 
and donkeys to carry the, treasures across the wide Servian 
Desert. - Robbers were there ready to follow all travelers 





who carried gold or silver or merchandise, but Ezra had 
told the king that the God of Israel was strong to defend 
his people, and he said: 

“I was ashamed to ask of the king a band of soldiers 
and horsemen to help us against the enemy in the way.” 

So they went praying toward Jerusalem and the God 
of Israel was with them and no harm came to them. The 
gold and silver were put in the Temple and weighed again 
to make sure that none had fallen out by the way, and it 
was left in the care of the priests. 

Do you wonder that there was a Temple in Jerusa- 
lem? You know it was burned when all Israel was taken 
captive to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, but long before 
Israel and his people went back Cyrus, the great king, had 
begun to build another Temple and it was finished by Darius, 
the king who followed him. But Artaxerxes, who was king 
after Darius, wanted to do his part and so sent a new army 
of Israelites under Ezra with hundreds of thousands .of 
dollars’ worth of gold and silver to be used for the worship 
of the God of Israel. 

After the treasure was given over to the care of the 
priests in the Temple by Ezra, there was a great gathering 
of the people to thank God for his rich gifts. The smoke 
of their sacrifices went up from the high altar of the Temple 
and the people sang psalms and rejoiced as they used to in 
the days of David and SEE 

Perhaps they sang: 
QO; give thanks unto the Lord for he is good, 
For his mercy endureth forever.” 
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THE STORY OF DANIEL. 


EBUCHADNEZZAR,-—-there are fourteen letters 
in that name,—was the king of Babylon, who 
had taken Jerusalem, burned its Temple, and 
brought the Israelites to his own country to be 
slaves. Among them were some princely young 

men and the finest of all was Daniel. Even in the king’s 
palace this noble young man held fast to his faith and would 
not eat or drink the rich foods and wines of the king’s table. 
He and three of his friends chose simple food and pure 

water, and they grew taller and handsomer every day. 

The king found one day that Daniel could tell a dream 
that the king himself had forgotten, and then give the 
meaning of it, and this brought him into favor. It was 
Daniel’s God who opened his inner eyes to these things. 

“There is a God in Heaven who revealeth secrets,” 
said Daniel to the king, “and he hath made known to the 
king what shall be in the latter days.” 

So Daniel told him the meaning of the tall golden 
image on the plain of Dura, that was to be broken in pieces 
by a great stone cut out of the mountain without hands,— 
the Kingdom of Christ on earth. 

The king wondered at Daniel’s wisdom and said, “Of 
a truth, your God is the God of gods.” : 

Another great dream came to the king. He saw a 
tree that rose high into the Heavens and spread its limbs 
so far that it could be seen to the ends of the earth. It was 
a blessing to all souls and ali animals, but a “holy one” came 





down from Heaven and said, ‘Hew down the tree.” He 
said it must be cut down to the grass and its roots bound 
with iron and brass, and “let seven times pass over him.” 
Then the king cried to Daniel, “Because I know the spirit 
of the holy gods is in thee and no secret troubleth thee, tell 
me the visions of the dream that I have seen, and the inter- 
pretation thereof.” 

It was hard for Daniel to do this. He did not like 
- to tell the king the meaning of that dream, it was so terrible, 
but at last he took courage and gave the meaning as God 
showed it to him.. It was a strange meaning. It showed 
that the mighty king should be driven out from among men 
to dwell with the beasts of the field, and to be wet with the 
dew of Heaven until “seven times” had passed over him. 


The bands around the roots of the tree meant that his king- 
dom would remain to him after he had learned that God 
rules over all things. 

For a whole year the Lord waited ‘o see the king 
repent of his sins, but he did not. In that year he had for- 
gotten the dream, and standing on the roof-garden of his 
palace he looked over the city and said: 

“Ts not this great Babylon I have built for the royal 
dwelling place, by the might of my power and for the glory 
of my majesty!” 

Then a voice from Heaven cried, “The kingdom is 
departed from thee,” and that very hour he was driven out 
from among men and left among the beasts. 

You can read the story in the pictures. We do not 
know how long it was before the king came to his right 
mind, but at last he looked up to God and knew that God 
was the ruler of men, and all his friends and riches and 
honor came back, but he had lost his pride forever. 
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THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT. 


RISE! Take the young child quickly: We must 
flee!” It was Joseph, the carpenter, calling in the 
still night to Mary, the mother of Jesus. What did 
it mean? 

The Holy Family lingered still in Bethlehem. In the 
night time an angel of the Lord spoke to Joseph in a dream 
bidding him take Mary and the Child and fly to Egypt because 
of the cruel King Herod, who had heard the story of the Wise 
Men, and feared the little new-born King. 

In quiet haste Mary rose and made ready, and soon the 
three were under the stars, Mary, bearing the precious Babein 
| tender arms and riding upon the gentleass, while Joseph hurried 
| along by her side, knowing well that the danger was real, else 
the Lord would not have sent his angeltowarnthem. Andso 
it was, for they were scarcely outside the walls of the city when 
Herod’s soldiers came at his command to slay all the children 
of two years and under, thinking in this way to destroy the 
Holy Child whom the Wise Men had called King of the Jews. 
Egypt lay nearly eighty miles in a straight line from 
Bethlehem. Theroad ran along the hill tops, then down to the 
plains and the seashore. It was the lovely spriagtime, and in 
the young mother’s fearful heart there was yet a thrill of joy 
in the thought that her blessed Child was so plainly under 
the direction of the King of Heaven! 


Eighty miles seems but a short journey with our modern 
ways of travel, but nineteen hundred years ago, and in the land 
of our Lord, it took many days. The patient ass toiled on, 
carrying his precious burden, and Joseph, tall and grave, kept 
faithful watch by day and by night. 
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And now see how God had made this journey to a strange 
land and a long stay there possible. Joseph was a poor man, 
and Mary was a simple maiden of the hills. In all their lives, 
perhaps, they had never seen so much money as the Wise Men 
brought, laying it all at the feet of the infant King! They did 
not know then what it meant, but now they understood that God 
had sent them the gold and precious things for this very time of 
need. How they praised him, and how we, too, should praise 
him, for he is “Our Father,” you know,—the Father of Jesus, 
and our Father, too! 

A river ran between the land of Palestine and the land 
of Egypt, and in a little less than a week, perhaps, from the 
night when they stole away from Bethlehem, they came to one 
of the shallow fords of the river and crossed safely over into 
Egypt. 

Here the happy little family stayed on, month after month, 
for Joseph knew well that he must not return to his own land 
while King Herod lived. With some of the money which the 
Wise Men brought he could buy tools such as carpenters used 
in those days, and take up again his clean, honest toil, making a 
little home for Mary and the child Jesus,—a home in which love 
and peace lived. 

And so the days went by and another glad spring came, 
and the little Jesus, growing always stronger and sweeter, made 
the light and joy of the cottage home. Then again the angel 
came to Joseph in a dream and said: “Arise, take the young 
child and his mother and return to thine own country, for they 
are dead which sought his life.” 

So Joseph and Mary, with the Holy Child, went gladly 
back to their own dear home in the hills, and they dwelt there 
in peace and simple comfort for many happy yeazr 
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IN THESE ANSWERS. (Date) 


1. Where was Jesus born? 
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CHRIST MAKING THE TEMPLE CLEAN. 


ESUS had just done the first wonder, or miracle, 
of his ministry. He had been with his mother 
and others of his family to a wedding in Cana 
of Galilee, and in a time of need he had turned 
water into the pure, sweet wine of the country. 

Then he went back to Capernaum by the lake with his 

friends. : 

Perhaps some day you may see that beautiful lake. 
It is only thirteen miles long and six miles broad, but at the 
time of Jesus it had ten little towns on its shores and one 
of these was Capernaum. Spring is beautiful anywhere, 
but, oh, how beautiful it is on the plain of Gennesaret by 
the lake! 

It was April now and much warmer than April is in 
some parts of our country. Grapes and figs were ripe there 
nearly the whole year round. Melons, dates, oranges, citron, 
wheat, barley, and rice grew better there than anywhere 
else in Palestine. Scarlet geraniums, golden crocuses, and 
purple hyacinths with many other kinds of flowers, grew 
quite down to the white shelled beach. Caperanum was 
near one end of the lake and through it passed the great 
caravan road from Jerusalem to the far East. It was at 
this time a fine city with beautiful buildings, squares, and 
markets, but now it is a sad ruin, and there is not one city 
left on the lake. 

Jesus went to the home of Peter near the shore, but 


the Passover, the greatest of all the Jewish feasts, was soon 
to begin and after a few days he went up to Jerusalem with 












the company from Capernaum. They went singing glad 
songs through the sweet spring weather, the blue iake lying 
on one side and the fresh fields on the other. Through 
flowery valleys and over grassy plains they went after 
leaving the lake, and day after day they could see the river 
Jordan with its fringe of trees not far away. 

When they reached the top of the Mount of Olives 
they burst into a psalm of rejoicing and waved green 
branches in the air, for there below lay the Holy City, its 
Temple roof and turrets shining in the sun. They could 
also see the crowds of people and the herds and flocks for 
the sacrifice. Jesus knew that the Temple ought to be a 
very holy place to every Jew, but when he went into it next 
morning he saw and heard many things that he knew were 
not right. In the beautiful outer court with its pillars and 
porches of red and white marble, there were oxen and sheep 
and doves for sale, and men were buying and selling, and 
shouting and quarreling so that those who were in the inner 
courts at prayer were much disturbed. The innocent 
animals were not to blame, but the men who brought them, 
as well as the men who sat at the tables changing money 
were not there to worship God, but to buy and sell, and the 
priests allowed it to go on. . 7 

Jesus picked up some cords and twisted them together 
and drove the animals and their owners out of the court. 
He poured out the money from the boxes of the money 
changers and threw their tables down, saying to those-who 
had cages of doves, “T'ake these things away. Make not 
my Father’s house a house of merchandise.” ‘The people 
were angry and the more so because they fled before a young 


countrymen from Galilee whom they thought had no right 
to send them away, but Jesus was doing his Father’s work, 


and when it was done he went away quietly. 
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What wrong did Jesus find in the Temple and how 
did He correct it? 
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“FISHERS OF MEN.” 


EAR not, from henceforth thou shait catch men.” 

Jesus spoke these words to Peter one lovely 
morning, standing on the shore of the blue Sea of 
Galilee. He had been teaching the people who 
flocked in crowds about him, and while he was still 
speaking two fishing boats came to the shore. The fishermen 
were tired, for they had toiled all night and had caught nothing, 
They began at once to take the nets from their boats, and to 
wash the sand and pebbles out of them in order to get them 
ready for the next night’s work. 

By this time the people had crowded down upon the 
water’s edge, so that Jesus stepped into Peter’s boat and asked 
him to push it out a little way from the shore. Peter gladly 
did so, and from the boat Jesus went on speaking to the people, 
and they listened eagerly to every word he said. When he was 
done he sent them away, and then told Peter, and Andrew, his 
brother, to push the boat out into the deep water, and let the nets 
down again. Peter thought in his heart that this would do no 
good, but he said, “At thy word I will let down the nets.” 
Peter knew that Jesus was a great Teacher, but he did not 
know that he was a great Wonder-worker. 

Out into the blue lake Peter rowed again, and this time, 
though it was morning, when the fish are not easily caught, the 
nets filled so quickly and were so heavy that the fishermen had 
to make signs to James and John, their partners in fishing, to 
bring their boats and help carry the load. When Peter saw 
this he knew that _/esus could do mighty works, and as soon as 
he came to the shore he ran and knelt down before him, and 
said, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, Oxizord.? — Peter 
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meant by this that he was not worthy to be a disciple because 
he had doubted the power of Jesus, and then Jesus told him not 
to be afraid, for he would make him a fisher of men. 

Peter and Andrew and James and John, all fishermen, 
had been called to be the disciples of Jesus. A disciple is a 
learner, and Jesus wanted these fisherrien to learn from him all 
that he could teach them, so that they might become teachers. 
These were among the very first disciples. Jesus was not 
looking for men who had much money or great learning or rich 
friends to become his followers. He wanted men with simple 
hearts, who, for love of him, would be willing to help other 
people to know and love him too. This is what he meant when 
he said, “ Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 

It is the same now as in those days. Anyone who truly 
{cllows Jesus will become a fisher of men. He will want other 
people to know and love Jesus so much that he will be making 
plans to “catch” them just as a good fisherman does who is 
eager to catch fish. You do not need to be a preacher and 
stand in a pulpit to be a fisher of men, nor do you have to bea 

‘S missionary and go far away to some strange country. Just 
the place in which you are, just that which is given you to do 
at the time, is your place and your opportunity to do the kind 
of fishing Jesus wants done. The boy or the girl in the home, 
at school, on the playground, anywhere, everywhere, may be a 
true follower of Jesus, and therefore a real fisher of men. 
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THE CALL OF THE FIRST DISCIPLES. 


HE Gospels are the Story of Jesus. They are also 
the Story of God coming to earth in the iorm 
ofaman. They are easy to read, yet not always 
easy for children to understand. 

Four disciples tell the story and each tells it ( 
o) 





in his own way, but to know the whole story you must read 
them all and let them fit into each other in your mind. 

Matthew and Luke each tell a long and lovely story 
| of the birth of Jesus and of his childhood and youth. Mark 

and John begin with the preaching of John the Baptist, to 
whom Jesus, at that time thirty years old, came for baptism, 
and then began to preach. This was the time, too, when 
he began to call his disciples. Do you sometimes wish that 
' you might have lived at that time and in that country? 
No, let us not wish that, for we are not sure that we would 
have followed Jesus, and it may be that we should have 
been among his enemies. 

John the Baptist was preaching the Gospel of repent- 
ance and many people, even from far away in Galilee, came 
down to Jordan where he was baptizing, to hear him preach. 
It had been a long time since there had been a prophet in 
Israel and here was one who told them that another prophet 
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Y greater than he was coming, the latchet of whose shoe he 
2 was not worthy to unloose. Jesus came to John for baptism, 
\" not because he needed it, but to set an example to others. 

John knew him then and saw the Dove, the sign of the Holy 
Spirit of God, come out of the blue sky and rest upon him. 


He heard, and so did others who were standing by the Voice 
from Heaven saying: 
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“This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” 


Then John himself cried with a loud voice: 
“Behold the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin 
of the world.” 


Then Jesus went away into the wilderness and was 
tempted by the evil spirit, while he fasted for forty days. 
But the evil one could not gain a victory over Jesus for he 
was the Lord over all. 

When Jesus came up out of the wilderness, strong 
in the Spirit, he came back to the river Jordon where John 
was baptizing. ‘The spring was in the land and fresh green 
leaves and lovely wild flowers were making it beautiful. 
John had two disciples named Andrew and John. ‘They 
were fishermen of Galilee. As they stood with him Jesus 
passed by and John cried again: 

“Behold the Lamb of God.” 

Then these two disciples left John and followed Jesus. 


He said to them, “Whom seek ye?” And they said: 
“Rabbi (teacher), where dwellest thou?’ And he 


said: 

“Come and see.” 

He led them to his tent and they listened to him as 
he talked of the things of the Kingdom of Heaven. It was 
late in the day, but it was morning in their hearts. Andrew 
was eager to find his brother, Simon Peter, and when he 
found him he cried: 

“We have found the Messiah!” 

Jesus was glad to see Simon Peter, and he said: 

“Thou art Simon the-son of Jona: thou shalt be 
called Cephus (Peter), which is by interpretation a stone. 

Then they went away ‘to Galilee and again Jesus 
called Peter and Andrew from their father’s boat to follow 
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RAISING OF JAIRUS’ 


DAUGHTER. 


THE RAISING OF JAIRUS’ DAUGHTER. 


GREAT crowd was waiting to welcome Jesus when 

Peter’s boat, bearing the Master and his disciples, 

came in sight of the landing place at Capernaum. 

The sharp-pointed, red sail was lowered, and the 

curious, kindly people pressed close to Jesus to wel- 

come him back to their town. ‘They were proud and pleased 

to have him among them, for at this time the friends of Jesus 

were many, and if he had any enemies they wisely held their 
peace. 

But now, pressing through the crowd, with a look of 
pain on his fine face, came Jairus, one of the great men of the 
church and town. The people made place for him with looks 
of pity, for many of them knew that his little girl was lying at 
the point of death in his home. They looked on with astonish- 
ment when they saw the great man come, bending low before 
Jesus, and heard him say in a voice full of trouble, “ My little 
daughter is dying. Come, I pray thee, and lay thy hand upon 
her, that she may live.” Jairus knew that Jesus had done many 
wonderful works, and now in his time of great distress he came 
to him for help. 

Turning away from the seashore, Jesus went with Jairus 
toward his fine house, which was just a little distance from the 
town. His disciples and a crowd of eager people followed him, 
and they pressed upon him so that he could not move quickly. 
Then, too, a poor sick woman made herself known to Jesus and 
begged his help and pity, and did not beg in vain. But while 
Jesus and Jairus were thus held, a servant came running from 
the house of Jairus to say that the child was dead, and that ke 
need not:trouble the Master to come any farther. Jesus heard 





the words, and, looking upon Jairus, said, “Fear not ; only 
believe.” What hope and chee- these words must have brought 
to the heart of the unhappy father ! 


When Jairus came, bringing the Healer, to his beautiful 
house. he found the door wide open, and many hired mourners. 
had already gathered there. They sat on the floor, the women 
with their hair falling over their eyes and dust on their heads, 
and men with garments torn to show their grief —all weeping 
and wailing loudly. This was the custom in that country when 
one was dead in a house, and all the time the mournful sound 
of flutes told those who passed by that the death angel had 
entered the home. 


Jesus told Jairus to send all these people away, for well 
he knew that the mourning was only a show, without any real 
grief in their hearts. And when all were gone, except the 
father and mother of the dear child, he took them, with Peter 
and James and John, into the little darkened room where lay 
the silent form of the sweet girl, only twelve years of age. 
Jesus took the little cold hand into his own, warm and throbbing 
with life, and saying only two words, “Talitha cumi,” which 
means “ Little maid, I say unto thee, arise,”— straightway the 
spirit of life came back. The child opened her eyes, rose up, 
and was again her bright, sweet self! 

We may never know what she said or felt, or what the 
glad father and mother felt in their hearts, but it is easy to 
believe that they fell down at Jesus’ feet and thanked him with 
tears of joy and love, and that ever afterward they loved and 
trusted the great Healer. And the little girl—did she not owe 
her life to the One who had called it back, and would it not be 
her highest joy to pay her debt in love and glad service ? 
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EAREST Children, when we are tired, and perhaps 
lessons are to be learned, or errands to be done for 
mother or father, or even little baby brother needs 
a playmate, it may help us to do whatever is before 
us if we remember how patient Jesus always was, 

and how his disciples labored even when weary, to help the 

people and to work with Jesus. 

One time when Jesus and the disciples had worked very 
hard and all felt weary, Jesus said, “Come, my dear brothers, 
we will cross the sea in a ship all alone, and reach a quiet place 
where we can have sweet rest.” ‘The disciples gladly went, for 
they longed for the promised rest. But many people saw the 
ship depart, and not knowing that Jesus and the disciples went 
away to be alone, they followed on foot, walking around on the 
land, and hurried so as to be there when the ship landed. 





Jesus was surprised when they came ashore not to find 
the quiet spot which he sought, but a gathering of thousands of 
people, who had come to be healed and helped. 

He did not tell them that he and his disciples had 
worked hard and must rest; he smiled sweetly, and patiently 
spent the remainder of the day talking gently to those who 
needed counsel, and healing those who were ill. The little 
children gathered about him, knowing Jesus could soothe all 
their sorrows, and when evening came there was not a troubled 
heart in all the gathering. 

At length the disciples came to Jesus and said, “It is 
growing late and these people have no food. Shall we not send 
them ts the villages that they may be fed?” But Jesus an- 
swered, “No, they walked so far to be with us, that I fear they 











are too weary to go to the villages. The little children could 
not wait so long or walk so far—all of these dear followers 
must be fed here.” The disciples in surprise replied, ‘* Master, 
there are thousands here and no one has brought food except a 
little lad, and he has only five barley loaves and two small 
fishes.” ; 

Jesus was glad to hear of the little lad who had the 
loaves and fishes and asked them to bring the boy to him, The 
little boy was very happy to be called close to Jesus’ side, and 
although he was hungry and did not know what Jesus intended 
to do, he quickly gave him his little luncheon, for, trusting 

Jesus, no sacrifice was too great to make for his dear sake. 
But Jesus, who.never fails us, surprised the little boy as well as 
the people gathered there, by making the five loaves and the 
two fishes feed them all, for as quickly as he gave food to one, 
more food appeared for another, and soon they were all supplied 
with plenty to eat, and were seated on the soft, green grass, 
eating and resting, and not forgetting to have thankful hearts 

‘for the blessing they had received. 

After the people had eaten, and all were satisfied, Jesus 
told his disciples to gather up what was left,and they quickly 
did so, filling twelve baskets with the fragments, 

No crumbs were left on the beautiful velvety grass—all 
was left as clean as if no one had feasted there. Everybody 
looked satisfied and happy and peace reigned in the hearts of all. 
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1 (Name) 
IN THESE ANSWERS. (Date) 


Why was Jesus able to calm the storm? 


Why would Jesus’ disciples be like sheep among wolves 
where He sent them? 


What did Salome ask of the king and who told her 
what to ask? 
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THE GOOD SAMARITAN. 


THE GOOD SAMARITAN 


The Jews despised the Samaritans and looked down upon them as her- 
etics, incapable of any good. On several occasions our Lord reprimanded 
the Jewish authorities for encouraging such false notions and prejudice among 
the ignorant populace who knew no better. We find such people even now- 
adays in our own enlightened country, people who would try to make us look 
down on our fellow countrymen because our beliefs and theirs differ to some 
extent. Such people are the worst enemies of our country, and we should 
endeavor by every means we can to show them how evil their ways are. 


One day a lawyer who had a great opinion of himself thought he would 
ask Christ some questions. He was sure he was going to catch Him, for he 
imagined he knew much more than Christ. To him our Lord’s teaching about 
‘‘life everlasting’’ or God’s grace seemed silly. ‘‘Life everlasting’’! What 
a queer theory? How could any one acquire that ‘‘life everlasting’? He 
was so good and so self-righteous, what needed he with that ‘‘life everlasting’’? 
‘“‘What must I do,’’ he said to Christ, ‘‘ to acquire life everlasting?’’ Our 
Lord told him to love God above all things and his neighbor as himself, and 
that ‘‘life everlasting’’ would come to him of itself. Yes, of course he loved 
God: but who should be his neighbor? Certainly not every kind of a man; 
only good people. Then he asked Christ again: ‘‘But who is my neighbor?’’ 

Our Lord knew well why he asked that question, and He told him this 
beautiful story: Once a man was on his way from Jerusalem to Jericho, and 
he fell in among robbers. These stripped him of all he had, they plied him 
with wounds, and then went on their way, leaving him half-dead. Perchance, 
at that same time, a priest was going down the same road. He saw the man, 
but he kept on going. In like manner, one of the Levites arrived on the spot, 
looked at him, and kept on going. These were just going down from Jeru- 
salem to Jericho, a short distance. But a Samaritan, who was out on quite a 
journey in the interests of his business, came along and saw him, and he felt 
sorry for him. Getting down beside him, he bandaged his wounds and bathed 
them with oil and wine. Then he set him upon his animal, brought him to a 
nearby inn, and there spent the night taking care of him. 

The next morning, seeing that he must continue on his journey, he went 
to the innkeeper and, taking out of his satchel two pieces of the current coin, 
gave them to him, and said: You take care of that. man; and if you have spent 
anything on him over and above what I give you, on my way back I will make 
it good. 

_. Now, in your opinion, said Christ, who acted the neighbor to the man 
who had fallen among the robbers? The one who showed him kindness, he 
answered. Then, said our Lord, go you also-and do in like manner. 
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IN. THESE ANSWERS. . (Date) 
1. What did the good Samaritan do? 


What four things do we pray for specially in this 
prayer? 
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THE PRODIGAL SON. 





THE SON WHO REPENTED. 


N some way or other God is always saying to us: 
“Though I am your Maker I am also your 
Heavenly Father, and I love you. Some time 
you will know what the Heavenly Father’s love 
is, but now you are only just beginning to live 
and you can only know the beginning of love.” 

The Lord Jesus wanted to make a picture of his love 
that would forever hang in the sight of men, and so he told - 
the story of the “Prodigal Son,” and’as long as the word 
of God stands we shall have it. 

Did you ever hear it said of anyone, “That boy is 
restless; he will run away from home some day.” 

The story that Jesus told was about a restless boy 
who asked his father to give him his share of the property, 
and then when his kind father divided it between his elder 
brother and himself he took his share and went on a journey 
into the “far country.” In that country, away from God 
and goodness, he wasted his money among wicked people 
and so the time came when he had nothing on which to live. 

It was all the worse because there began to be a 
“mighty famine” in that land. It is always so when one 
is bound to get his happiness out of the gay things of this 
life. When the bright day is over a very gray day comes 
on, and but for God’s goodness it would surely end in a 
black night. The foolish boy found that he had to work 
and the only work he could find was in a field of pigs. These 
he had to feed with the dry pods of the carob trees and so 
hungry was he that he would even have been glad to eat 


these dry pods himself if they had been given to him. 

As he sat thinking—thinking and starving under the 
carob tree—“he came to himself,”’—which means that he 
entered the room in his mind where his best self lived, and 





there he took a good resolve. He remembered that his 
father’s servants were much better off than he, and he said: 

“T will arise and go to my father.” 

He thought of the words he would say when he 
saw his father: 

“T have sinned against Heaven and in thy sight: 
Tam no more worthy to be called thy son.’ 

‘So he went on to his father, and it must have been 
a long and tiresome journey for a hungry man. His father, 
who was always looking oyt for him, saw him coming when 
he was a long way off and came down the dusty road to 
meet him. When he met his boy he fell on his neck and 
kissed him over and over again. The son tried to confess 
and to beg for a servant’s place, but his father would not 
listen. He knew that his son had come home, and that 
was enough. He called the servants to bring quickly the 
best robe, and he put it on his son, and he put a ring on his 
hand, and shoes on his feet, and he told them to “kill the 
fatted calf for a feast, hecause, said he: 

“This, my son, was dead and is alive again: he was 
lost and is found.” 

Then the whole household was full of joy and 
gladness. 

But when the elder son came up from the field he 
heard the sound of music and dancing, and when he found 
out the reason he was angry. He would not speak to his 
brother, and so his father went out to urge him to come in. 
The elder son said that he had served his father so many 
years and yet never had there been a calf killed or a feast 
made for him. But when this prodigal boy who had spent 
all his living and had been wicked and disobedient came 
home, there was a great feast made for him. You can see 
that the elder son was jealous, but how sweet was the 
father’s answer: 

“Son, thou art ever with me and all that I have 
is thine. But it was meet to make merry and be glad, 
for this thy brother was dead and is alive again: he was 
lost and is found.” 

This is a true picture of Divine Love. 
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CHRIST BLESSING LITTLE CHILDREN. rs 
LOVE your Jesus because he loves little children,” 
said a heathen child to a missionary. 
It was springtime of the last year that Jesus lived | 
on earth. He was in Perza, beyond the River 
Jordan. He had gore there to hide away from the \ 
wicked priests who hated him ana wanted to kill him. It was | 
no longer safe for Jesus to preach and teach in Judea and Galilee, / 
and the priests had even turned the hearts of the people away 
from him in Samaria. So the gentle Master had gone with his | 
disciples down the Jericho road, and crossing the fords of the | 
Jordan had come into the Perzean country, where the people (y 
were not so much under the rule of the priests as in Jerusalem. 
Here Jesus stayed all the winter, helping and blessing the kind 
people, and now the time had come for him to go back to 
Jerusalem and lay down his life for our sakes. i 
It was not a strange thing in that land for thoughtful iS 
mothers to bring little children to some wise Teacher and ask 
him to tell them to be always good and true. Many of the (2a 
humble Perezan women had heard this young Teacher speak 
such wise and loving words, that they longed to have him lay - 
his hands in blessing upon their dear children, and when they \ 
heard that he was going away, they came from their small 
white houses, carrying the babies—leading the little toddlers, 
and calling the older ones to follow, as they pressed up close to 
the Master’s side. 


It was a pretty sight to see the women wearing bright 
handkerchiefs on their heads —as women still do in the East-— _—\(h 
clothed in red and blue garments, hurrying forward with their 
dark-faced little boys, and rosy-cheeked girls and laughing i 

: 
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babies,—a company of blessed little innocents, and begging the 
loving Teacher to bless their little ones! - They were poor 
women, and often their hearts were heavy with pain and sorrow, 
but they loved their children and wanted the best things for 
them just as mothers do now. ; 

But so many women came, bringing so many children, 
that the disciples feared the Master would be wearied by their 
coming, and they spoke roughly to the mothers and children, 
telling them to go away. 

Jesus heard their harsh words, and he was “much 


displeased.” Then he spoke the beautiful words which made - 


these mothers glad, and which will go on making hearts glad 
as long as the world stands: —“ Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them_not, for of such is the Kingdom 
of Heaven.” : 

Then how the little ones ran forward with eager joy to 
touch the kind hands and the robe of this gentle Teacher, and 


to nestle in his loving arms! Jn their young hearts they fe/¢ 
the love and tenderness with which he laid his hands upon them 
as he spoke sweet words of blessing, even stooping to take up 
the littlest ones in his arms. To be sure, they could not 
understand all the deep meaning of his words, but they could 
understand that he loved them. 

What child who reads this story does not feel like saying: 


“T wish that his hands had been placed on my head,— 
That his arms had been thrown around me, . 
And that I might have heard his kind voice when he said, 
‘Let the little ones come unto Me!’” 
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i he looked up, and saw him, and said 
unto him, Zaccheus, make haste and 
come down; for to-day I must abide 
at thy 
Lone xix : 4, 6, 43. { 
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R | : HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST. 


| T was the afternoon of an April day in the land where 
"i et T Jesus lived. The Passover Festival in Jerusalem = | 
had called crowds of pilgrims from all parts of 
Palestine. Some were busy putting up little white 
tents and mat booths near the city walls, while others | 
bY found places with friends or took lodgings in the city. @ 


by 
& 


—[] 






2 


V The story went from one to another that the priests and 
rulers would surely make Jesus a prisoner if he appeared in the 
temple. They had urged any who knew where he might be to 
tell them, and declared openly that they were going to put him 
to death. 

Jesus understood well that the time was near when he 
must die, but he was not afraid of these enemies who could only 
kill the body, so he set out this beautiful spring day with his 
C disciples and some dear friends trom Bethany to go to Jerusalem. 
x When they drew near to the little village of Bethphage he told two 
of his disciples to go into the village and ask for a young ass, 
which they would find there and bring to him, so that he might 
ride upon it into Jerusalem. When the white ass “upon which 
no man had yet sat” was brought, a blue garment was thrown 
over its back and Jesus took his seat, his friends rejoicing loudly, 
for they thought that now he was surely going to enter the holy 
city as a king. It was the custom for a prophet or a king to 
ride upon an animal like this, and they believed that at last 
their great Prophet and King was coming to his own! 

Some ran ahead and threw down their outside garments 
of blue and yellow and brown upon the dusty road for him to 
ride over, while others cut green branches from the trees and 
cast them before him. As the crowd grew larger they shouted 
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iL joyfully and waved their branches of palm, while joyous children 
ran ahead, gathering branches and singing praises with the rest. 

It was a happy band of pilgrims indeed. When Jesus 
and his friends came to the top of the hill they saw another 
company winding up the path on the Jerusalem side of the 
Mount of Olives, who also welcomed Jesus with loud shouts and 
waving palm branches. 

And what did the gentle Jesus think of all this tumult 
and display? He did not tell the rejoicing crowd to be silent, 
for he knew that the end was near, and for this once he allowed 
them to honor him. 

Among the company who had come up from Jerusalem 
to meet him, were some Pharisees, who were very angry when 
they saw the joy of the people and heard them call Jesus a king. 
They shouted to Jesus to stop them, but he calmly said, that if 
the people had been silent the very stones would cry out! And 
yet, though Jesus let himself be treated as a king, it was a sad 
hour for him, for he well knew that he must soon lay down his 
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life for the sins of the world, and that even his friends would 

fail and forsake him. None could understand his sadness as the aN 

triumphant company marched on, singing: ‘“ Hosanna! Biessed 

is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest.” Loudest and sweetest of all were the voices of 

children who loved Jesus and joyfully sang praises to him. 
And still 


“Sing praise, O happy children ! 
Sing praise to Christ the Lord, 
Who calls the children to him 
With gentle, loving word.” se 
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T was Tuesday afternoon of the last week of our — q 
Lord’s life on earth. He was in the Temple, tl < 
place which he had named, “ My Father’s House. | 
h 
! 





te 


Soon the services for the day would end. and the 


| Temple gates would close,— never ti aner again to 
x the Lord of life ! 


\ Before going away Jesus sat town for a ittie while 
opposite the part called the “Treasur. © Here were thirteen 

\ -. large money chests, standing against th wall Into these the | 
ay people dropped their gifts of money as they sitered the Temple 
A _ Each chest had a trumpet-shaped opening wade of brass > W 





which the money was dropped. If you tz~ been the z jou 

| would ve seen that each ches! dure 4 samie which showed 
an) for wi<c purpose th: money 1 ‘ina: er st ‘would be used, as Cy 
d Wood.” “ apcknse, ~ God Orsnes, “and so on. =” " 
ey jesus warened tie people as they came, each one iil 

i dropping son.<‘:..ag into the chests. Here came a rich Pharisee, 

esp perhaps, wearing a fine robe, who dropped a handful of gold 


seemed to say, “‘See how rich and generous I am!” Then 
( came a merchant, not so rich and proud perhaps, but looking 
\ _ pleased as he bow his silver coins tinkling among the gold 
pieces. Poorer people came along and cast in their money, 


\ 


i 
| pieces into the brass mouth of the chest with a look which 














e Z and even though it may have been copper coins, they showed L, 
“ify by their manner how pleased they were to be seen giving to As 
ei the Lord. 

| But by and by came a poor woman. Jesus knew that . 
es she was a widow and so poor that she could scarcely get enough 

/y to eat. When he saw her take from her pocket two os the = 
Wo 
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\ smallest pieces of money then in use, and drop them into the 

mPs box with her head bowed as in prayer, he turned and said to his 
disciples, “Of a truth I'say unto you that this poor widow hath 
cast in more than they all, for all these have of their abundance 
cast into the offerings of God, but she of her penury hath cast 
in all the living that she had.” 

Jesus taught his disciples this lesson so that by and by, 
when he was no longer with them and they had become the 
teachers of his Gospel, they would know and teach that true 
giving to the Lord’s cause is not in the outward act, but in the 
love and sacrifice that go with the gift. The rich Pharisees 
and merchants who had thrown their large gifts into the 
Treasury, could easily spare the money, and really gave to be 
seen and praised of men. But the poor woman who gave only 
a farthing because she loved the Lord’s House, Jesus said gave 

' more than all the rest. 

This story teaches that Jesus does not count as men do. 

He looks down below the spoken word, the outward deed, even 


the gift of money or service, to see what lies behind them all. 
If he sees there the wish to be praised, he is not pleased, but 
if he sees the loving desire to please him and to help some 
child of his, he says, ‘That is well, my child.” 


“Tt is not the deed we do, 
Though that be never so fair, 
But the love the dear Lord looketh for, 
{ Hidden away with care 
In the heart of the deed so fair.” 
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eA 1. What did Jesus tell His disciples they were to let the 
children do? 


; (" 3. Where did Jesus eat that day? | 
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+ What did Jesus say that day He had come to do? 
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8. Why did Jesus say the poor widow gave more than 
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cried with a loud 
voice, saying, Eli, | | 


Eli, lama sabachthani? 







that is tosay, My God, 
my God, why hast thou 







forsaken me? Some of them that stood there, when they heard that, said, 
This man calleth for Elias. And straightway one of 





ran, and took 







a sponge, and 















filled it with P 
vinegar, and nN? 
put it on | 
a reed, and = Y 
(4 
to drink. The rest said, Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to \| 
\ 
save him. Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded 
up the. ghost. }) 
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In Matt. 27, the history of this picture is told. The scene is called Gol- 
gotha, or the place of the Crucifixion. It is also called Calvary. You will 
notice that many of the Christian cemeteries are called after this spot. Some 
say that it was a place set aside for the execution of criminals, and some say 
that it was a burial place. Anyway, it was outside the city of Jerusalem, and 
it was on a hill opposite that on which Isaac was to be immolated by Abraham, 
his father. You remember? There our Lord and God, Jesus Christ, the Re- 
deemer of mankind, was put to death in the most cruel fashion. 


Our Lord was crucified by order of the Roman Governor, Pontius Pilate. 
Owing to their condition as a subjugated people, the Jews of Jerusalem could 
not condemn any one to death. They had courts in which they could admin- 
ister justice both religious and civil, but they could put no one to death with- 
out the imperial sanction. So when Christ was condemned to be crucified, 
he was led to the usual place of execution. 

In this country criminals who are condemned to die, as a rule, are hanged. 
This was the old English way of putting criminals to death. In some countries 
they are shot, in others they are decapitated, i.e., their heads are cut off. 
Now in some parts of the United States they are killed with an electric cur- 
rent, or, as we say, electrocuted. But the old Romans crucified their criminals ; 
that is, they took two beams, one long one and one short one; they nailed 
one across the other in proper position so that the long one could be set up 
in the ground and the criminal’s hands could be nailed or tied to the cross or 
short one and he be allowed to hang that way until he died. The two beams 
so arranged were called a cross, and the one so condemned to death was said 
to ke hanged on the cross, or crucified. 


The name of the one crucified was always written on a piece of plank or 
slab which was nailed over his head. Pilate ordered this done in the case of 
Our Lord. The inscription read, Jesus Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorum, i. e., Jesus 
the Nazarene, the King of the Jews. It was written in Latin and Greek and 
Hebrew. The letters I. N. R. I. are the initials of this inscription. You see 
them over the Catholic crosses or crucifixes. Catholics represent Christ dying 
on the cross: this representation they call a crucifix. The crucifix was in use 
from the first ages of Christianity; the later objections of the Reformers are 
founded on a maudlin judaizing sentiment rather than on Christian tradition. 


Beside the cross stood Mary, the mother of Jesus, and St. John and some 
of the holy women who had ministered to Christ during His life. 
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THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY GHOST 


The day of His Ascension into heaven Our Lord commissioned His apostles 
to teach His doctrine to all men at all times and in all places. ‘‘All power,”’ 
He said to them, ‘‘is given me in heaven and on earth: go, therefore, teach 
ye all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have told 
you; and behold I am with you all days even to the consummation of the 
world.’’ 

Yet He warned them not to leave Jerusalem until they had received the 
Spirit of Truth promised them by the Father. So they returned to Jerusalem 
and abode at the place of the Last Supper; where ‘‘they persevered with one 
mind in prayer together with Mary the mother of Jesus.’’ Now, fifty days, 
or seven weeks after the feast of the Passover, the Jews celebrated the “‘feast 
of the harvests’’ or the ‘‘feast of weeks.’’ With them it was a great feast, and 
they came to Jerusalem from all parts of the world to assist at the solemn 
services in the temple. The Greek Jews called the feast Pentecost or the 
Fiftieth Day. That year immense crowds had come to the feast. 

The apostles, as we have seen, were living at the place of the Last Supper 
and were all gathered in prayer, ‘‘when suddenly there came a sound from 
heaven, as of a mighty wind coming, and it filled the whole house where they 
were sitting. And there appeared to them parted tongues as it were of fire, 
and it rested upon every one of them, And they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and they began to speak in divers tongues, according as the Holy Ghost 
gave them to speak.’’ 

In the Acts of the Apostles, we find the story of the dispersion and exile 
of the Hebrew people. They had been scattered all over the world; they had 
long since lost their venerable language and had adopted the languages of the 
countries in which they lived. Now, those who were gathered in Jerusalem 
had come to worship the one true God of their fathers; ‘‘they were God-fearing 
men from every nation under the sun’’; but they were, for the most part, 
ignorant of the language of their fathers, in which the praises of their God 
were sung. It would have been impossible for the apostles to make them 
understand the message which Christ had commissioned them to bring to His 
people. So by the wonderful working of the Holy Spirit the words of the 
Apostles became intelligible to each and every one of those people. This is 
what is meant by the ‘‘gift of tongues.’’ Over three thousand persons were 
instructed in the teachings of Jesus Christ and baptized by the Apostles on 
that one day of Pentecost. 
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A STORY ABOUT PAUL. 


AUL was a young Pharisee who lived when Jesus 
was on earth. He did not believe that Jesus was 
the Saviour, and so he was very hard and cruel 
to the followers of Jesus. But there came a time 
after Christ was crucified when he appeared to 

Paul, and from that day Paul became his follower. He was 
never a disciple like Peter and John, but he became a great 
apostle, and used his great learning to help win others to 
believe in Jesus. 

The story of this wonderful change is told in the 
ninth chapter of Acts. 

Now that Paul had become a follower of Jesus he 
was persecuted by the Jews. At the time he tells this story 
he had been brought before the chief captain in Jerusalem, 
who had sent him to Felix, the governor. Felix kept Paul 
in prison for two years and with his Jewish wife often heard 
him talk about the Lord Jesus Christ. 

At last another governor came who was named 
Festus. He, too, was kind to Paul, but could not act as 
Paul’s judge, because Paul had said, “I appeal to Cesar.” 
Czesar was still higher than the governor. By this Paul 
meant that he must go to Rome and be brought before 
the emperor himself. 

T'wo friends went with Paul to Rome,—Aristarchus 
and Lake, who wrote the Acts of the Apostles. They were 
in the care of Julius, a centurion, on a ship that was to sail 
to Rome. Some wanted to wait until the winter was over 
but others said they must go then. There was not much 
to fear as the winters are very mild on the Mediterranean 
Sea and so the ship started. But very soon a great storm 
of wind arose and the people were very much frightened. 
Paul was not troubled for the Lord had told him that he 





must stand before Cesar in Rome, and he knew that he 
should go there. He asked the Lord to bring them all safely 
through the storm and a dream was sent to him in which 
an angel stood by him and promised that he should stand 
before Czesar, and that all on board the ship should be saved 
though they must first be cast upon an island. 

Paul told the people on the ship this dream and it 
comforted them. For fourteen nights they had been tossed 
by the wind through the darkness and at last they were 
driven upon an island. The ship was broken in pieces but 
all the men escaped to the land. 

Have you heard about the Island of Malta? ‘This 
was the island and it was then called Melita. ‘The people 
of the island were uncivilized but they were sorry for the 
shipwrecked people and were kind to them. They made 
a fire on the shore, and the cold, wet men were glad and 
thankful. Paul helped to gather sticks to make the fire and 
as he held them over the fire a poisonous little snake came 
out of them and fastened on his hand. When the people 
of the island saw this they expected to see Paul fall down 
dead, but God had a work for him to do and he did not let 
hiin die then. When the savage people saw this they said: 

“He is a god!” 

The head of the island was named Publius and he 
was very kind. He fed the men and helped them all he could 
and in return Paul cured his sick father of a fever, and other 
people, too, who came from other parts of the island. Paul 
was always busy helping others and he was glad to do these 
kind acts for the poor,-sick people. 

After three months a ship was ready to go to Rone 
and they all went away from the island. The ship was 
called “The Twin Brothers” and it carried Paul and all the 
shipwrecked men safely to Rome and not one life was lost. 

This is the longest and best sea-story in the Bible. 
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DISTINGUISHED THEOLOGIAN declared he would like 
to write the theology of the Church in words of one syllable. 
What he wanted was a statement of belief so simple and 
plain-spoken that he who runs might read. Such a thing is 
very desirable. For religion lies at the foundation of a successful life 
and surely such a treasure should be like the sky and the air, a com- 
mon possession. Now a right understanding of Jesus is the very 
heart of religion and the object of this “Story Life of Christ” is to pro- 
mote just such an understanding. Naturally it follows closely the 
story as recorded in the Four Gospels and in much of it, the same lan- 
guage. Butas each Gospel makes an individual contribution to the life 
of the Master, the writer of this story combines these into one continu- 
ous narrative so that it reads just like the other “Lives” with which 
we are familiar. There is a gain in this, especially for young people. 
The language is simple, the story follows along in natural order the 
years and the events, and one is not conscious of any difficulty in “har- 
monizing” the four Gospels. Readers will find this “Story Life” not only 
interesting in\itself but valuable as an introduction to the further 
study of the New Testament. 


There can be no-doubt that the popular appreciation of Jesus has 
been hindered by investing the story of His life with an atmosphere of un- 
reality.. He has been treated like a pagan deity and put at such a distance 
from our common life that His name is never to be mentioned save in 
such tones and terms as to kill all genial thought about Him. This 
is all a blunder and a serious blunder. Surely we can think about 
Jesus as His Galilean friends thought about Him and as the children 
of Nazareth thought about Him. Only as we think about Him in the 
terms of intimacy suggested by the words Friend, Guide, Comforter, 
Helper, are we going to be able to take Him into our confidence and 
make Him the Comrade of our joys and sorrows. 


We rightly honor the men who have served the race. The recur- 
ring anniversariesof Washington and Lincoln show that Americans 
are not insensible to deeds of self-sacrifice or to the claims of gratitude. 
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This inner and spontaneous recognition of goodness is the touch of 
nature which makes the whole world kin. There is a statue of Lincoln 
in one of our eastern cities. A Russian Jew was taking his little girl 
home from school one day and in front of the statue the little girl 
recited eagerly, in the dialect of the old home, the story of Lincoln’s 
life. The father-with a rush of emotion lifted his daughter that she 
might kiss the hand of the Emancipator and both were conscious of 
a glow of heart in paying homage to one of the great heroes in the cause 
of human liberty. Lincoln, however, had never been but for Jesus, 
who was Lincoln’s inspiration and stay. Whatever love and gratitude 
are due to Lincoln is doubly due to Christ who made- Lincoln possible 
and gave him his chance. 


A knowledge of Jesus is to be coveted for what his friendship may 
do for us all. He is the foundation of all high character. A high 
Chinese official was noticing the difference between the character and 
conduct of some Christian converts in his service and the character and 
conduct of his Confucian employes. Approaching the teacher of the 
Christian converts he asked what the secret of the difference was, 
whereupon the teacher, opening a New Testament, said, “Let mc 
introduce you to my unseen friend, Jesus Christ.” There are many 
forces at work helping us to better things—self-respect, the sense of 
family and personal honor, public opinion, the law,—but stronger and 
more powerful than any of these is personal devotion to the person 
and practice of Him whom we love as Lord and Master. 


What is true of the individual is true also of the race. Count 
Okuma of Japan representing an altogether different faith declares 
that the American-Japanese problem can not be solved by diplomacy, 
ot by legislation, or by war or threats of war, but only by “the Chris- 
tian principles of universal brotherhood.” 


For ourselves then and for the race, the hope of all future good 
lies in Jesus. It is in Him and in the knowledge and love of Him that 
the world shall have life and have it abundantly. 


Charles M. Stuart. 
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I. THE BIRTH AND CHILDHOOD OF JESUS. 
pi. © t0A, U8.- ( SeeuNote.) 
The Fore-runner, John the Baptist.— Luke 1 :5-23. 


Dye) E ALL know how Adam and Eve sinned in the garden of 
S| Eden by eating the forbidden fruit. God punished them 
for their disobedience by driving them out of that beau- 





fore he gave them the promise of a Savior, who would have 
the power to set men free from their sins. This promise was again made 
to Abraham and others who loved God, and the prophets of the children 
of Israel, known also as the Hebrews or Jews, foretold where he should 
be born and the great deeds he would do. They also said that a great 
prophet would first come to prepare the way before him by telling the 
people to repent of their sins. : 

The name of this prophet was John who is called the Baptist 
because, after he began preaching and prophesying, he baptized 
many people. His father was Zacharias, a priest, who lived in Judea 
when Herod was king over that country. His mother was Elizabeth. 
Both were godly people who had always been careful to obey all 
God’s laws; yet God had never given them a child. 

It was the work of the priests to attend to the worship of God in 
the temple at Jerusalem. Very early in the morning, before it was 
day, they began their duties. Some cleaned the altar of burnt offer- 
ing, took away the ashes left there from the day before, and put fresh 
wood on the fire which was never allowed to go out. Others trimmed 


the lamps on the golden candlestick and cleaned the golden altar of 
5 : 





tiful garden. Yet he loved them and pitied them. There- 
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fi incense. Afterward one of the priests offered up a lamb on the altar 
Ns of burnt offering, and another burned incense on the golden altar. 
This was done about nine o’clock in the morning, and again about 
three o’clock in the afternoon. These were called hours of prayer, 


when the people came to the temple to worship and stood in the 
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court praying, while the incense was burning in the Holy Place. 

} As there were many priests they weré divided into twenty-four 
companies which took turns to be on duty for a period of a week at 
a time. Each day before they began their work lots were cast to 
see what part each priest was to do. 
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One day the lot fell on Zacharias to burn incense on the golden 
altar at the hour of prayer. This was a great privilege, because there 
were so many priests that only once in a lifetime would it come to 
any one of them. To burn incense Zacharias had to go into the inner 


Se 


part of the temple, called the Holy Place. While he was there he saw 
an angel standing at the right side of the golden altar. Zacharias was 
startled at the sight of him. But the angel said, Fear not, Zacharias, 
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for God will give to thee and thy wife, Elizabeth, a son, and thou shalt 
call his name John. He shall not drink any wine or strong drink, 
and he shall be filled with the Holy Spirit from the time he is born. 
He shall tell the children of Israel to repent of their sins. Then 
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| Zacharias said, How shall I be sure about this? for we are both well 
} along in years. The angel answered, I am the angel Gabriel who lives 


in heaven and stands before God, and he has sent me to tell thee this 

{ | good news. Behold, because thou dost not believe me, thou shalt be 
Y ‘ unable to speak until the words I have spoken come true. 

1s The people, who were waiting in the courts of the temple for 

K Zacharias to come out of the Holy Place, wondered what kept him so 


long. When he came out they saw that he could not speak. But he 


‘1 made them understand by signs that he had seen a vision. 
In due time a son was born to Zacharias and Elizabeth, as God 


had promised. When the child was faite days old the neighbors and y\ 
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relations came together to circumcise him and to dedicate him to God. 
They also wished the parents joy and wanted to see what name should 
be given him. They called him Zacharias, after the name of his 
father. But his mother said, Not so; he shall be called John. They 
protested and said, None of your relation is called by this name. Then 
they made a sign to his father to ask what he would have his son 
called. He asked for a writing tablet because he could not yet speak. 
Then he wrote, “His name is John.” Immediately Zacharias found 
that he could speak and he praised God. The news spread through’ 
all the land, and the people said, What sort of a child shall this be? 
Zacharias said, The child shall be a prophet of God to preach to men 
that Christ would soon come into the world. 


The Birth of Jesus.—Luke 2:1-20. 


Six months after Zacharias had seen the vision in the temple, God 
sent the angel Gabriel to a young woman named Mary, in the city of 
Nazareth. She was a cousin of Elizabeth, the wife of Zacharias, and 
was descended from King David. When Mary saw the angel she 
was troubled, for she knew not why he had come. But he said, Fear 
not, Mary, for thou hast found favor with God. Thou shalt have a 
son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be great and shall 
be called the Son of God. And God will make him King over all those 
who love him, forever. Then Mary said, How can this be since I have 
no husband; for she was only betrothed to Joseph at that time. The 
angel said, The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power of 
God shall overshadow thee; therefore the child which shall be born 
to thee is the Son of God. Then Mary said, I am the servant of the 
Lord, let it be done to me as thou hast said. And the angel went 
away. : 

Now in those days the Romans were the rulers of the country. 
The man who was emperor at Rome was Augustus Caesar. He laida 


tax on the Jews so as to get more money and he sent out word that 
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each Jew must be enrolled in the city where his forefathers had lived, 
so that the Roman officers might take down his name there. There- 
fore Mary, with Joseph who was her husband, and also descended 
from King David, went from Nazareth, their home, to Bethlehem, 
where David used to live. On arriving in the city they found every 
inn so crowded that there was no room for them, so they went into a — 
stable to sleep. There the child Jesus was born. And Mary, his 
mother, wrapped him in the swaddling clothes she had brought and 
laid him in a manger. 

There were in that country shepherds who watched their flocks 
all night in the fields. The angel of the Lord came down to them, and 
a bright light shone around them, and they were afraid. But the angel 
said, Fear not, for I bring you good news which shall give joy to all 
people. For to you is born this day, in the city of David, a Savior, 
which is Christ the Lord. And this is the way you shall know him. 
You shall find him wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a 
manger. And suddenly a great host of angels appeared with the angel 
who praised God and said, Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men. 

After the angels were gone the shepherds said one to another, 
Let us go now to Bethlehem, and see these things of which the angel 
| has told us. So they went in great haste, and found Mary and Joseph, 
| and the babe lying in a manger. Then the shepherds praised, God 

~ and told others what they had heard and seen, and all whom they 
told wondered at what they said. But Mary kept all these things in 
her heart. 

When the child was eight days old-they dedicated him to God 
by the sign of circumcision, and they called his name Jesus, as the 


angel had commanded. 






Simeon and Jesus.—Luke 2 :22-38. 


When Jesus was forty days old Joseph and Mary brought him 
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to the temple at Jerusalem.to present him to the Lord. Mary offered 
up a sacrifice of two turtle doves instead of a lamb. She was allowed 
to do this because she and Joseph were poor people. Now there 
lived in Jerusalem a good old man named Simeon, who feared God 
and kept his law. He had looked for a Savior all his life, and God 
had made known to him that he would live to see the Christ. That 
day when Jesus was brought to the temple the Spirit told Simeon to 
go there. As he entered he saw the child. He took him up in his 
arms and praised God, saying, Now, Lord, I can die in peace, because 
I have seen the Savior. 

There was also a good woman named Anna, a prophetess. She 
was a widow of great age who lived near the temple, so that she 
might worship God day and night. While Simeon was speaking she, 
too, came into the temple and saw the child. She thanked God, be- 
cause he had let her see the Savior. She told the good news to all who 
looked for a Savior. 


The Visit of the Wise Men.—Matt. 2:1-12, 


There came to Jerusalem wise men from some far off eastern 
country who asked the_people, Where is he that is born to be King 
of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the sky, and are come to 
worship him. And they came to Jerusalem seeking Jesus. But when 
they did not find him they asked the people where they might look 
for him. 

When Herod, the king, heard of this child, he was afraid that 
some day he might be made. king over Judea instead of himself. 
Therefore he wanted to know where Jesus was. He called together 
some learned men and asked them where Christ should ‘be born. 
They said, In Bethlehem, for so the prophet has said. Then Herod 
also called the Wise Men to him and found out from them at what 
time they had seen the star, and he sent them to Bethlehem and said, 
Go and search for the young child, and when you have found him, 
bring me word, that I may come and worship him also. But Herod 








RES Sle ope OE ee 


SAIS 
ty 














aie of — wwe 2 eS me 


SZ ma eT 


(a | 








\ was not sincere; he wanted to put Jesus to death. f 
a So the Wise Men set out, and went toward Bethlehem. Soon ne 
' they saw the star again, and they were filled with great joy, for it | 


| moved on till it came to the house where the young child was. They Neg 
went in and saw the babe with Mary his mother, and they bowed i 
down and worshiped him. I 
) In those days persons who came to visit kings brought presents | 
with them. So the Wise Men brought presents for Jesus of such 
| things as were precious in the country where they lived. And they ly 
fy gave to him gifts of gold, frank-incense and myrrh. They did not go gm 7 
\ back to Herod, for God warned them in a dream, not to do so. There- ) 
N) fore they returned to their own country by another way. Gl 


The Flight Into Egypt—Matt. 2 :13-23. { 
Herod was in such a rage when the Wise Men did not come back, 
that he sent servants to Bethlehem to kill all the little children in that 
city. who were two years old or younger; for he hoped that among 
them Jesus would be slain. But before Herod’s servants came, the 
angel of the Lord told Joseph in a dream to take the young child 
and his mother and flee into Egypt. So Joseph arose in the night 
and fled with Mary and Jesus into Egypt and stayed there till Herod 
was dead. Then,the angel told Joseph to return to his own country. 
So Joseph with Mary and the Holy Child returned to Nazareth, their 
former home. 
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The Boy Jesus.—Luke 2 :40-52. 

In Nazareth, a village in Galilee, Jesus grew up, healthy in body, 
strong in spirit, filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon. 
him. As soon as he was old enough he attended the village school 
and learned many parts of the Bible. He also watched his father in 
his workshop and gradually learned from him the trade of a carpenter. 





It was the custom of Joseph and Mary as devout Jews to go to 











is Jerusalem every year to keep the feast of the passover. When Jesus 
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was twelve years old, he also went with them. Now people, who -  Hif 
nay went to the passover, usually traveled in companies; relatives, friends SY 

- ‘and neighbors together in order to make the journey pleasant. Some 5 


1 way. The feast was kept eight days, in memory of the children of 
Israel going out of Egypt, and when it was over, Joseph and Mary 

) started back to Nazareth with a company of friends. They. thought 
that Jesus was among the other children. So they went on till even- 
| ing; then they looked for him, but could not find neste Therefore 
\(e they left their friends at once and went back to Jerusalem to find 
\ him. They searched a long time and finally found him in the temple 
talking with the doctors, or wise men, hearing what they said, and 
asking them questions. He talked to the men of great learning as if 
he were one of them, so that all who heard him were astonished at 


®) 
f of them rode on mules or horses, but many of them walked all the 


his wisdom. 

When Jesus’ mother found him, she chided him gently for having 
remained without telling her. But he said, Why have you looked for 
me? Did you not know that I must be about my Father’s business? 
He meant that he must be doing what his Father in heaven had sent 
him to do. But Joseph and Mary did not understand what he meant. 

Then Jesus returned with his parents to their home at Nazareth. 
Sy He was an obedient son. The only thing we are told of him after this 
till he went forth to preach to men, is that “He came to Nazareth 
with his parents and he was obedient to them.” For about eighteen 
years he lived a quiet but busy life. His occupation was that of a 
carpenter. These years are called the Hidden Years of Jesus (A. D. 
8-A. D. 26.) 

Note: Our reckoning of time is supposed to date from the birth 
of our Lord, but we should add four years to our present calendar in 
order to be strictly correct. (' 

The way this discrepancy came about is as follows: In the year 
525 A. D. the Roman Abbott Dionysius began to compute time in his 
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Easter tables from the birth of our Lord. But he did not calculate 
aright the dates given in Luke I., and so dated wrongly the time of 
Jesus’ birth. Before this the Roman calendar was used dating events 
from the founding of the city of Rome. “A. D.” are the initials of 
the Latin words anno domini which mean “In the year of our Lord.” 
“B. C.” means “before Christ.” 






















II. THE YEAR OF OBSCURITY.—A. D. 26-27. 


The Baptism of Jesus——Matt. 3:13-17. 


The years rolled on and John and Jesus grew up to manhood. 
Jesus was living with his parents at Nazareth, but the people did not 
know that he was the Son of God. John was living in the wilder- 
ness, where he had communion with God and so prepared himself for 
his work. He wore clothes made of coarse hair, and lived on locusts 
and wild honey that he found in holes in the rocks and trees. But 
he knew that.God had sent him to preach to the people, and that the 
time had come to warn them of their sins. So he went to the river 
Jordan, and great crowds of people came there to hear him. He told 
them that the Savior, who had been promised, was soon coming among 
them, and that he would save all who would put their trust in him. 
He said that all must “repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
Many who heard John preach repented and were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan. This was to show that just as water washed their 
bodies, so Christ could wash their souls from sin and make them 
clean, and send the Holy Spirit into their hearts. He also told them 
that they must be just to all, generous to the needy, and honest in their 
business, if they wanted to serve God in the right way. Then he 
preached to them about Christ. He said, I indeed baptize you with 
water, but one mightier than I is coming. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and with fire. 

One day Jesus came from his home in Nazareth to be baptized 
by John. He was now about thirty years old. When John saw him, 
he did not wish to baptize him and said, I have need to be baptized 
by thee, and dost thou come to be baptized by me? John felt that 





he had need to have his own sins washed away. But Jesus had no 


sins to be washed away; why then should he be baptized? It was be- 
cause he had come on earth to obey all of God’s commandments, the: 
same as those who had sinned, so that those who believe in him may 
be saved. 

When John refused to baptize Jesus, Jesus told him that though 
it might not seem right to him now, yet it was right, and that one day 
it would be made plain to him. So John led him down into the river 
Jordan and baptized him. Just as Jesus was coming up out of the 

water, while he was still praying to God, the sky above him was 
opened and there came down from heaven the Holy Spirit in the 
form of a dove and lighted on him. At the same time God’s voice 
spoke out of heaven saying, This is my beloved Son in whom I am well 
pleased. 


The Temptation of Jesus.—Matt. 4:1-11. 


Immediately after his baptism Jesus went into the wilderness and 
stayed there alone, forty days and forty nights, and all that time he 
ate nothing, but fasted and prayed to God. Afterwards he was hungry. 

This seemed a good time for Satan to tempt Jesus. We know 
how he tempted Eve to disobey God, and so caused all of us to have 
wicked hearts and be sinners. Now he thought he would try and 
prevent Jesus from obeying God and from giving us new hearts. So 
he went out into the wilderness and said to Jesus, If thou be the Son 
of God, speak to this stone that it be made bread. But Jesus knew 
why Satan had come, so he refused to make stones into bread. He 
told Satan that it was written in the Bible that we must be more 
careful to obey God, and do what is right, then even to get bread when 
we are hungry. 

Then Satan took Jesus up to a very high place on the temple in 
Jerusalem and said, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down, for it 
is written in the Bible that the angels shall hold thee up as thou art 
falling, lest thou be dashed against a stone. But Jesus told him that it is 





not right to go into danger to see whether God will save us from harm. 


Then Satan took Jesus up to a high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world with their beautiful cities, their mighty armies, 
and their great riches and said, All these will I give thee, if thou wilt 
kneel down and worship me. 

Satan did not care so much whether Jesus turned stones into bread, 
or cast himself down from the temple; but he did care a great deal that 
Jesus should be willing to obey him and take him for his master. But 
Jesus said to him, Get thee behind me, Satan; for it is written, Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. When Satan 
saw that he could not make Jesus obey his words, he left him for a while, 


and behold, angels came down and waited on Christ. 


The First Disciples—John 1:29-51. 


Jesus went back to the river Jordan, where John was still preaching. 
When John saw him coming he pointed him out and said, Behold the 
Lamb of God! He called Jesus the Lamb of God, because he was to be 
offered up as a sacrifice on the cross, as lambs were offered up on the altar. 

Two men, whose names were Andrew and John, heard John speak 
about Jesus as the Lamb of God, so they followed Jesus. Jesus spoke to 
them and invited them to stay with him the rest of the day. The next 
day Andrew brought his brother Peter also. The following day Jesus 
asked Philip, a townsman of Andrew and Peter, to follow him. Philip 
was ready to obey, but first went to bring his friend Nathanael. On 
finding him he told him, We have found Jesus of Nazareth, of whom 
Moses and the prophets spoke. Nathanael at first would not believe it, 
because he did not think that so great a man would come from Nazareth. 
But he went with Philip. After he met Jesus and heard him speak, he 
was fully convinced and followed him also. All these men came to Jesus 
that he might teach them, therefore they were his disciples. 


(Read also “The Call of the First Disciples, Page 123.) 










































The First Miracle——John 2:1-10. 

Jesus was now ready to do his great work. Soon there came an 
opportunity to manifest his mighty power. One of his friends in Cana, a 
city in Galilee, the northern province of the country, invited him to a 
wedding. The mother of Jesus was there. The five disciples also were 
invited. So a great feast was made ready for all who should come. “Food 
was prepared for them to eat, and wine for them to drink. When the 
feast was half over, the wine was all gone. So the mother of Jesus came 
to him and told him, They have no wine. Then she said to the servants, 
Whatever he tells you to do, do it. 

Now there were in the house six water-pots made of stone. such as 
the Jews kept, to hold water. Jesus said to the servants, Fill the water- 
pots with water. And they filled them up to the brim. Then he said, 
Take some out now, and carry it to the chief man of the feast. And when 
they did so, the water was changed into wine. But the chief man, or ruler 
of the feast, did not know that Jesus had changed it into wine (yet the 
servants knew), therefore when he tasted of the water that was made 
wine, he called the bridegroom to him and said, Other persons when they 
give a feast, set the good wine on the table first, and after men have had 
enough, they bring out that which is worse; but thou hast kept the good 
wine until now. This was the first miracle that Jesus did to show his 


power to the people. When his disciples saw it, they believed that he was 


the Son of God. 


The First Cleansing of the Temple—John 2:12-25. 

Now when the feast of the passover was near, Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem to keep it. When he came to the temple, he found in the court 
of the Gentiles men who had brought oxen and sheep and doves there, 
to sell for sacrifices; and other men who had tables on which were pieces 
of silver money. This money was Jewish money, and was called the half 
shekel.. We are told that each Jew gave one of these half shekels to the 
priests, every year, to buy sacrifices with, or whatever else was needed 
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\ in the temple. The men at the tables were money-changers; they ex- 
Res changed, or sold, the half shekels to those Jews who wanted to give them © 
I to the priests. But Jesus was much displeased to find men selling in the 
‘a\ court of the temple, and he made a whip of small cords, and drove them 
all out, and also the sheep and oxen. And he upset their tables with 
Y money, and said to those who sold doves, Take them away, make not 

} my Father’s house a place to buy and sell in. 


While Jesus was at Jerusalem he did many miracles, and many, who 
‘ saw him do them, believed on him. 
\ 


(Read also “Christ Making the Temple Clean,” Page 113.) 


{y 


The First Recorded Sermon, or Jesus and Nicodemus. 
John 3:1-21. 


a 
: 


There lived at Jerusalem a man named Nicodemus, who was a promi- 
nent official among the Jews. He had heard of the works that Jesus did 
and he was very anxious to know this great master personally. But he 
did not like to go to him by day time, so he went at night. He said to 
Jesus, Master, we know that God has sent thee to teach us what is right, 
for no man can do the miracles that thou doest, if God were not with 
iy him. Jesus said to Nicodemus, that unless he was born again, he could 
not be one of God’s children. Jesus meant that he must have a new 


heart that always wants to do right. 


f Nicodemus did not understand what he meant, so Jesus explained it 
| to him. He said that while the children of Israel were journeying 
i through the wilderness, they sinned, and fiery serpents came into their 
, camp and bit them. Then God told Moses to make a serpent of brass 
| and put it up on a pole, and when any one who had been bitten looked at 
the serpent, he was made well. As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must I be lifted up. Jesus meant that he must be lifted 
up on the cross, that we might look to him, and be forgiven our sins. 
For he said, God loved us so much, that he gave his only Son and sent him 
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disciples than he, but he simply said, He must increase, but I must 


fb 
\ into the world to die for us, so that whosoever looked upon him in faith, - } 
PARE should not be punished but be forgiven and his heart made clean. ' o 
f Jesus at Jacob’s Well.—John 4:1-42. (eg 
Jesus left Jerusalem and with his disciples he went into various parts ! | 
& of Judea, the southern province of the country, and spent the summer I 
| months in preaching the gospel to the people. John the Baptist also was | 
still preaching and faithfully testifying that he was not the Christ, but 
| only sent before him. He said that he whom he pointed out as the Lamb \ 
(* of God was truly the Christ. It did not worry him that Jesus made more } 
\ / 


decrease. 
At about this time John the Baptist told Herod, the king, the son 
i) of Herod who slew the children of Bethlehem, that he was doing a great 


) wrong to have married Herodias, his brothers’ wife, while his brother was 
still living. This angered Herodias very much. Herod also was much . 
displeased, and so he put John in prison. 
\x3 On this account Jesus did not think it best to continue his preaching eM 


a in Judea, and therefore he went back to Galilee, the northern province. ; 
a He selected the road leading through Samaria, the province situated be- iD 


tween Judea and Galilee. Usually the Jews did not take that way, because 
es they did not like the Samaritans, but Jesus felt that he must go that way. qj 
When he and his disciples came to the city of Sychar, they stopped to i\ 
| rest and get something to eat; for it was about noon. Just outside of A 


the city was a well, called Jacob’s well, where the people came to get } 
water. It was a hot day, and Jesus being wearied with his journey, sat “a 
down by the well. His disciples had gone into the city to buy food and 


fy had left him alone. ; AN 
A woman came out of the city, carrying her pitcher to draw \(p 

a water. Now this woman was a sinner. She did not love God in her MY 
{! heart, and had done many things to displease him. Jesus knew this, for \j 


he sees all that is in our hearts and knows everything that we have done. 
18 


























He talked with the woman, and told her some of the things she had done 
which displeased God. She was much surprised at this and said, “Sir, I 
see thou art a prophet.” She meant that he was a person to whom God 
told things which other people did not know. At length she said to Jesus, 
“TI know that the Savior is coming into the world. When he comes, he 
will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I that speak to thee am he.” 


The woman was so happy at hearing and believing this, that she 
hurried back to the city, and told the people, “Come and see a man who 
told me all things that ever I did. Is not this the Christ?” The people 
went out and saw Jesus, and begged him to come into their city. So he 
came and stayed with them three days. He preached to them during 
this time, and they listened attentively to his words. Then they said to 
the woman, Now we believe on him, not because thou didst tell us about 
him, but because we have heard him ourselves, and know that he is the 
Savior who has come down from heaven. 


Ill. THE YEAR OF POPULARITY. A. D. 28-29. 


The Nobleman’s Son Healed.—John 4:35-42. 


From Sychar in Samaria, Jesus passed on to Cana in Galilee, where 
he had changed water into wine. His fame as a worker of miracles had” 
already spread, and the people began to come to him. A nobleman, who 
probably was an officer in the royal household, came to him from another 
city, and begged him to heal his son, who was very sick. The nobleman 
said, Sir, come quickly, before my child dies. Jesus said to him, Go to 
thy home, thy son is made well. 

The man believed what Jesus said, and went back to his home. But 
before he reached there, his servants met him and said to him, Thy son 
is well. He asked at what time he began to get better. They answered, 
Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him. Then the man knew 
that it was at the same hour when Jesus said to him, Thy son is made 
well. Therefore the nobleman and all his family believed that Jesus was 
the Son of God. 


Jesus Rejected at Nazareth—Luke 4:16-30. 

_ Jesus did not stay long at Cana. He was anxious to get back among 
the people of Nazareth, his own. city. On the Sabbath day, as was his 
custom, he went into the synagogue, or meeting house. In these places 
the Jews met on the Sabbath days to pray and read the Scriptures, which 
consisted at that time of only the Old Testament. When the people met 
together in the synagogue on the Sabbath day, the chief officer, also 
called the ruler of the synagogue, asked some one to read the Scriptures 
and to speak to the congregation. The Scriptures were not yet printed 
in books, but written on rolls. 

On the Sabbath day when Jesus was present, the roll on which was 
written the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him, that he might 
read to the people. He opened the roll and read to them from that part 
where Isaiah told the children of Israel of the Savior. After he was done 


20 





reading, he closed the roll and sat down. Everyone was now eager to hear 
what he would say. He declared that the words of the prophet had 
come true, and that he was the Savior, the Son of God, of whom Isaiah 


had spoken. But instead of being made glad by the good news, all the 


men in the synagogue were very angry and seized him, and led him out to 
the top of a high hill, in order to cast him down and kill him. But Jesus, 
because he had the power of God, went out from among them, and they 
could not do him any harm. 


Jesus Among the Fishermen.—Luke 5:1-11. 


After the unkind treatment at Nazareth Jesus decided to make his 
home at Capernaum, a city by the sea of Galilee. Here the people 
crowded upon him to hear him. One day he was standing by the seashore 
where Peter and Andrew had anchored their boats and had gone out of 
them to wash and mend their nets. Jesus stepped-into Peter’s boat and 
asked him to push it out away from the land. Then he sat down and 
taught the people out of the boat. 

_ When he had finished teaching them, he said to Peter and Andrew, 
Sail out now on the sea and let down your nets for a catch of fish. But 
Peter said, Master, we have worked all night and caught nothing; yet, at 
thy command I will let down the net. To his ‘surprise they caught so 


- many fishes that the nets began to break. Then they signalled to their 


partners, James and John, in the other boat at the shore to come and help 
them. So they filled both boats with fish, until they were almost sinking. 

When Peter saw that this was a miracle which Jesus had done, he 
knelt down before him and said, Depart from me; for I am a sinful 
man. But Jesus said to him, Be not afraid; hereafter thou shalt catch 
men. All four of these fishermen were so deeply impressed by the 
greatness and power of Jesus that they gave up their business and fol- 
lowed him. 

(Read also “Fishers of Men,” page 119.) 


A Sabbath in the Life of Jesus—Mark 1 :21-34. 

On the Sabbath day Jesus went into the synagogue at Capernaum and 
taught the people. They listened with great interest, for they had never 
heard any one speak with such authority and power. 

While Jesus was still speaking he was suddenly interrupted by a 





wild shout, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of 
Nazareth? Art thou come to destroy us? I know thee, who thou art, 
the Holy One of God. It was the cry of one who was possessed by an 
evil spirit. Startled and fearful, yet curious, the hearers wondered what 
Jesus would do. He simply said to the evil spirit, Be still and come out 
of him. Then the spirit threw the man down and cried with a loud voice 
and left the man. Everybody in the synagogue was astonished and said, 
What does this mean? for even the wicked spirits obey him. 

After they had come out of the synagogue Jesus went into the house 
where Andrew and Peter lived. James and John also were there. Here 
 Peter’s wife’s mother was sick of a fever, and they asked Jesus to heal 
her. Then he went to her bed, took her by the hand and spoke the words 
that healed her. 

The news that the great Master was doing miracles spread so rapidly 
through the city that in the evening after sunset many who were sick or 
had evil spirits were brought to the house where Jesus was, and a great 
crowd of people gathered about the door. Jesus healed the sick and cast 
out the evil spirits from those who had them. 


The Leper Healed.—Mark 1:35-45. 


Early in the morning after that hard day’s work, Jesus sought a quiet 
place away from the city, in order to have a little time for prayer. 
Though he was God’s Son, yet he felt the need of prayer. 


After he had gone the people came to Peter’s house to seek him. 
Then Peter and the other disciples followed him up. After they had 
found him, they said, All the people are seeking for thee. But Jesus 
said, I must go and preach the gospel in other cities also. So he went 
through the entire province of Galilee, teaching in the synagogues and 
preaching the gospel to the people, and driving out evil spirits. 

In one of the places where Jesus preached a leper came to him and 
knelt down before him and said, If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. 
Jesus pitied him, and stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, 
I will; be thou clean. Immediately the leprosy went from him, and he 
was made clean. Then Jesus sent him away, and commanded him to 
tell no man who had healed him, but to go to the priest at the temple and 
offer up a sacrifice, as Moses had commanded those persons to do who 
were cured of the leprosy. Yet the man, as soon as he was gone, told 
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all the people what Jesus had done for him. The result was that people 
came to Jesus from everywhere. 


The Paralytic Healed.—Mark 2:1-12. 


* 

Jesus went back again to the city of Capernaum. When the people 
heard of it they gathered together at the house where Jesus was, and he 
preached to them there. The houses of the Jews were commonly square 
and but one story high. The roofs were flat with a wall or railing around 
them. In the center of the house was a large square space, called the 
court, with no roof to cover it, but in time of rain or much heat a covering 
of some kind was stretched over it. 


It was to such a house that some men brought a man who was sick 
of the palsy and unable to walk. They wanted Jesus to heal him. When 
they could not get in through the door on account of the crowd, they went 
onto the roof, took off the covering and let the man down on his mattress 
into the room below where Jesus was. When Jesus saw their faith in 
him, he said to the sick man, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. 


But some of the scribes and Pharisees, who were learned men and 
pretended to be very pious, said; Who is this? How can he forgive sins 
as if he were God? Jesus said to them, Why do you think these things? 
Is it not as easy for me to forgive this man his sins as to cure him of the 
palsy? But to show you that I have power to forgive sins, I will make 
him well. Then he said to the sick man, Stand upon thy feet, take up thy 
bed and go home. The man did as he was told. When the people saw 
this they were astonished and said, We never saw such things before. 


The Call of Matthew.—Mark 2:13-17. 


Soon after this Jesus also asked Matthew, a tax-gatherer, called a 
publican, to be one of his disciples. Matthew immediately disposed of 
his office and followed Jesus. The next day he made a feast to which he 
invited Jesus and his disciples, and his own friends. This did not please 
the scribes at all. They considered it out of place for Jesus to be at a 
feast in the house of a publican and said to the disciples, Your Master 
is eating with tax-gatherer and outcasts. When Jesus heard it, he said, 
Those who are well do not need a physician, but the sick do. I did not 
come to call the righteous to repentance but the sinners. 
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\ The Infirm Man Healed at Bethesda—John 5:1-15. 

\ } See 

: There was at this time a religious festival at Jerusalem to which — 

Jesus went. Now there was at Jerusalem by the sheep-gate a pool of | 

>A) water called the Pool of Bethesda. Around it were built five porches in 

which lay a great number of persons who were sick, blind or lame. They 

“| waited there, because at certain times the water moved, as if some one had 


stirred or troubled it. They believed that whoever went into it first, after 
| it was troubled, was made well of whatever disease he had. 


A man was there who had been sick thirty-eight years. Jesus saw 
him, and knowing how long he had been sick, pitied him and said to him, — 
Wilt thou be made well? The man answered, I have no one to help me 
into the pool when the water is troubled; but while I am trying to get 
down to it, another steps in before me, and I am too late. Jesus said 
to him, Rise, take up thy bed and walk. Immediately the man was made 
well, and took up his bed and walked. Now it was the Sabbath day. 
And the Jews, wishing to find fault, said to him, It is wicked for thee to 
carry thy bed on the Sabbath. The man answered, He that cured me told 
me to take up my bed and walk. They asked him, Who is the man that 
told thee? He said it was Jesus. Then the Jews began to persecute Jesus 
and sought to kill him, saying he had broken the Sabbath day. . 

Then there arose a great dispute between Jesus and the Jews. But 
Jesus said that he was doing the will of his Father in heaven, and that 
those who would believe on him as the Son of God would have ever- 
lasting life, and those who refused to believe on him would be con- 
demned. Some day he would also be the judge of all men. 





| 


Jesus and the Sabbath.—Matt. 12:1-14. 


Jesus did not stay long at Jerusalem, but went back to Galilee. One 
Sabbath day he walked with his disciples through the fields of grain. As 
they were hungry they picked some of the ears, rubbed them with their 
hands and ate the grains. When the Pharisees saw it they said that the 
disciples were working on the Sabbath. But Jesus told them that they 
were fault-finders and reminded them of what David did and what the 
: priests do every Sabbath. He also said that he was Lord of the Sabbath 
| and therefore knew what was proper. 
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On another Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, where he met a 
/s man whose hand was all shrunk up and perfectly useless. The Pharisees 
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watched him to see whether he would heal that man on the Sabbath day, 
that they might accuse him of doing wrong. But Jesus knew their 
thoughts and said, If any of you have a sheep which should fall into a 
pit on the Sabbath, would you not lay hold of it and lift it out? But if it 
is right to do good to a sheep, how much more so is it to do good to a 
man. Therefore I tell you it is right to do good on the Sabbath day. Then 
he said to the man, Stretch out thy hand. And he stretched it out, and it 
was made well like the other. 

Then the Pharisees were very angry and went out and talked of some 
plan by which Jesus might be put to death. But he knew it and left the 
place with his disciples, and came to the Sea of Galilee. By this time his 
fame had spread abroad everywhere, and many people came to hear him 
or to be healed. 


The Choice of the Twelve.—Luke 6:12-16. 

After this, he went out to a desert place alone, and stayed there all 
night praying to God. When it was morning he called his disciples, and 
and chose twelve of them that they might be with him, and that he might 
send them out to preach, and give them power also to do miracles, to heal 


those that were sick, and to cast out devils. These twelve he called 
apostles, which means Messengers. They were Peter, and Andrew his 
brother, James and John his brother, Philip and Bartholomew, Thomas 
and Matthew the publican, James and Lebbeus, Simon and Judas Iscariot. 


The Sermon on the Mount.—Matthew, Chapters 5-7. 

Every day great crowds of people gathered around Jesus. They 
were beginning to find in him a Friend, a Physician and a Savior. They 
loved to be with him and to hear him preach. From all over the country 
they came; from Judea and Jerusalem, and even from Tyre and Sidon. 
So Jesus took them to a favorable hillside, where he sat down, and 
preached to them a most wonderful sermon. He explained the laws of his 
kingdom. He showed how the people may be truly happy. He taught 
them how to pray and gave them as an example the Lord’s Prayer. He 
made them to understand that real religion must be in the heart and life, 
and that only those who are sincere and really love others as well as God 
can worship God in the right way. He gave them the Golden Rule, What- 
soever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them. He 
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warned them against hypocrisy and said that make-believe religion will 
only end in disappointment. 


He finally urged them to be very mindful of his teaching. If they 
would obey him, they would be like the wise man who built his house on 
a rock where it stood firm when the storm blew on it. If they did not 
obey him, they would be like the foolish man who built his house upon 
sand. And when the storms and floods came, the house was wrecked. 
Jesus meant that those who disobeyed him would be lost. 


The Centurion’s Faith:-—Luke 7 :1-10. ~ 


Once more Jesus went back to Capernaum. There lived there a 
centurion, or captain, in the Roman army. He had a servant whom he 
loved, and who was sick and about to die. When the captain heard that 
Jesus was near, he sent some of the elders of the Jews who were his 
friends to beg him to come. They told Jesus that this man had been 
kind to them, and had built them a synagogue with his own money. 


So Jesus started to go to the house of the captain. He had gone part 
of the way, when the captain sent word that he knew that, if Jesus said 
the word, his servant would be made well, even though he did not come 
to the house. 


When Jesus heard this he was astonished and said to those who were 
with him, I have not found any one, even among the children of Israel, 
who has so much faith in me as this Roman has. And I tell you that in 
the last day there shall come from all parts of the world men who have 
trusted in me, while many of the children of Israel who have not had 
faith, shall be shut out of the Kingdom of God. When the friends of 
the centurion went back to his house, they found the servant made well. 


An Only Son Restored to Life—Luke 7:11-16. 


The following day Jesus went out from Capernaum into the country 
and on his journeys he came to a city called Nain. As he came near to 
the gates of the city he met some people who were carrying out a dead 
man to bury him. He was the only son of his mother, who was a widow, 
and many of her friends were with her. When Jesus saw her, he pitied 
her and said, Weep not. Then he came near to the bier, or wooden frame 
on which lay the body, and touched it, and those who carried it stood still. 
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Then Jesus said, Young man, I say unto thee, arise. And he that was 
dead sat up and began to speak. Then Jesus gave him to his mother. 


All who saw.this were afraid, but they praised God and said that a great 


prophet had come among them. 


This young man was the first one of whom we know that was raised 
from the dead by Jesus. 


Jesus and John the Baptist.—Luke 7 :18-35. 


One day two men came to Jesus, asking him, Art thou he that should 
come (as the Christ)? Or should we look for another? These man had 
been sent by John the Baptist, who had been imprisoned for nearly a year 
in the castle at Machaerus, in the wilds of the lower valley of the Jordan 
river. To be shut up and do nothing was very hard for John, who always 
was a very busy man. Jesus did not do anything to set him free and, 
besides, he had never as yet openly said that he was the Christ, though 
here and there he had given some hints of it. John was very much 
puzzled by this modesty and reticence, and therefore he sent two of his 
disciples to ask Jesus about it. Jesus was healing many sick, so he sent 
John’s disciples back to tell him what they had seen and heard; how that 
the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised, and to the poor the gospel is preached. This was enough 
to satisfy John that one who could do such miracles is surely the Christ. 

After these men were gone Jesus said that John was truly the mes- 
senger to announce the coming of Christ. He had been severely blamed 
and condemned by the Pharisees, because he lived a very simple life; but 
now these same men were blaming Jesus for eating with the tax-gatherers 
and the common people. 

Then he warned those who would not believe on him. He said a 
terrible misfortune would come upon such cities as Chorazin, Bethsaida 
and Capernaum, because many great miracles were done in them, and yet 
the people did not want to believe in him as the Christ. Then he told 
them again, that if they wanted rest for their souls, they must learn from 
him and live such a life as he lived. (Matt. 11:20-30). j 


Jesus the Sinner’s Friend —Luke 7 :36-50. 


“Somewhere in a city of Galilee, there lived a Pharisee named Simon, 
who asked Jesus to dinner. A woman also lived in that city who had 








) 


a 


been a sinner. When she heard that Jesus was there, she came with an > 
alabaster box of ointment and knelt down at his feet. She was sorry for 











Pd 


ee 


> came 


“i 
LTE a, 


her sins and wanted to be forgiven. She wept much and washed the Esra 
feet of Jesus with her tears and wiped them with the hairs of her head. | 
Then she kissed his feet, and poured costly oil on them. Re} 


strapped to the feet. They took these off and washed their feet, and at 
times put oil on them when they came in the houses. They also used 
oil or ointment to put on their heads and beards, and sometimes over their 
whole bodies. This they did because it made the skin smooth and soft, 
and they thought it kept away disease. Besides, the smell of the ointment 
was sweet and pleasant. 


Now we know that in those days they did not wear shoes, but sandals I 


——— 


Now all who were there knew what kind of a woman it was who 

did these things to Jesus. The Pharisees would not let such a sinner come 

near them nor touch them. Simon thought, If this man had come from 

God, he would know ‘the woman’s life and send her off. But Jesus read 

’ the man’s heart and said, Simon, I have something to say to thee. And 
Simon said, Master, say on. 
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Then Jesus said, Two men owed another man money; one owed him 
a great deal, the other owed hinr a little, but as neither had any money 
to pay his debt, he said they need not pay him at all. Tell me now, which 
of them will love him the most? Simon said, The one whom he forgave 
most. This is right, said Jesus. Then he turned to the woman and said 
to Simon, Seest thou this woman? I came into thy house, and thou 
gavest me no water to wash my feet; but she washed my feet with tears, 
and wiped them with the hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no kiss; but | 
this woman, since I came in, has not ceased to kiss my feet. Thou didst 
not anoint my head with oil, but she poured oil on my feet. Therefore I 
say unto thee, her sins which are many are forgiven; for she loved much. 
For to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. And Jesus said to 
the woman, Thy sins are forgiven thee, go to thy house in peace. Simon 
and his friends were displeased because of what Jesus had said to this 
woman. : 
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in Galilee preaching to the people. All heard him gladly except the 
scribes and Pharisees, who constantly found fault with him. They i 
asked for a sign, but he said no sign would be given to such unbelieving i 
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people, except this one: That just as Jonah was in the whale’s body 
three days and three nights, so would the Son of Man be in the heart of 
the earth three days and three nights and then come forth. But when 
this really did happen in the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, yet they 
did not believe. 

During these journeys three women named Mary Magdalene, Joanna 
and Susanna looked after the needs of Jesus and his apostles. Others 
also did what they could. (Matt. 12:38-45; Luke 8:1-4.) 


The Parables of the Kingdom.—Matt. 13 :1-58. 

One day while Jesus was walking by the seaside a great crowd of 
people came to him, so that he stepped into a boat and sat down to teach 
them, and the multitude stood on the shore. He spoke to them in par- 
ables. A parable is a story which helps us to understand and remember 
something we are learning. For this purpose he used common objects 
and incidents in life. He spoke in parables at different times. 

At this time he compared the kingdom of heaven with the sower, the 
seed and the four kinds of soil, the wayside soil which was useless, the 
stony soil which produced nothing, the weedy and thorny soil which 
injured the crops very much, and the good soil which yielded a large 
harvest. 

Then he spoke of the tares in the wheat which were sown by an 
enemy during the night. He told of the small mustard seed which grows 
into a very large bush; of the leaven which works through the entire 
dough; of the treasure hid in the field which a man sought and found; 
of the precious pearl which a merchant bought at the cost of all he had; 
of the drag-net in which all kinds of fish are caught, but only the good 
ones are kept. Then he said to the people that they should carefully 
think about these things to search for their meaning and apply the truth 
to themselves, but to the apostles he explained some of these parables 


more fully. 


Christ Stilling the Tempest—Mark 4:35-41. 

In the evening, after he had spoken these things, Jesus and his dis- 
ciples went into a boat to sail over to the other side of the sea of Galilee. 
As they were rowing along, a great storm arose, and the waves dashed 
into the boat and filled it with water, so that it began to sink. But Jesus 





ia 








Neue 5 
al 














































OS are a a = OE 


was asleep in the rear part of the boat, with his head on a pillow. His 
disciples soon awakened him, saying, Lord, save us, or we shall perish. 
Jesus rose up, and spoke to the winds and the sea, and said to them, 
Peace, be still. Then the wind ceased to blow, and the sea was still and 
calm. Then he said to his disciples, Why were you afraid? How is it 
that you have so little faith? | 

The Fierce Demoniac.—Mark 5:1-20. 

After they had sailed to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, and after 
Jesus had stepped out of the boat, he met a man who had an evil spirit. 
He had torn off his clothes and was very fierce, so that no one could pass 
that way. His friends had often bound him with chains to keep him at 
home, but he broke the chains, and ran away and lived in the caves that 
had been hollowed out of the sides of the mountains for tombs. He 
roamed around night and day in this sad place. He fell at times and was 
cut by stones, so that he moaned and cried. When he saw Jesus, he ran 
to him and fell down at his feet and cried with a loud voice, What have 
I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? I beseech thee, do not punish 
me. 

Now there was a herd of swine near by, and when the evil spirits 
in the man found that they had to leave him, they begged Jesus to let 
them go into the swine. Jesus said to them, Go. So they left the man 
and went into the herd of swine, and the whole herd ran down the 
steep slope into the sea and were drowned. 

Then the men who had taken care of them ran to the city and told 
what they had seen. Those who came out to see Jesus saw the man 
whom they had known to be so wild and fierce, sitting there calm and 
clothed and in his right mind. But they were afraid and asked Jesus 
to go away from their country. The name of this country was Gadara. 

As Jesus was getting into the boat to leave that place, the man out 
of whom he had cast the evil spirits begged that he might go with him. 
But Jesus said to him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them what great 
things the Lord has done for thee. Then the man went, and began to tell 
all the people how he had been made well. And everyone who heard 
him tell his story was amazed. . 


The Power of Faith —Mark 5 :21-43. 


On leaving Gadara Jesus returned to Capernaum. The news of his 
presence spread rapidly through the city, so that in a short time a great 
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multitude of people gathered around him. In the crowd was a ruler 


of the synagogue named Jairus, whose daughter, twelve years of age,- 
- was very sick and at the point of death. Regardless of the curious throng, 


Jairus pressed his way to Jesus, knelt down at his feet and begged him 
earnestly to come and lay his hands upon the child, that she might live. 
Jesus went with him, and so did his disciples. Many people followed 
after him and crowded around him. Among them was a woman who had 
suffered for twelve years from a disease which no physician could cure; 


for she had asked many and given them all the money she had, yet she was 


no better, but rather grew worse. When she learned that Jesus was 
there, she said.to herself, If I can but touch his garment, I shall be made 
well. So she came in the crowd behind him and touched him. As soon 
as she had done it, she felt that her sickness was cured. 


Then Jesus turned toward the people and said, Who touched me? 
His disciples answered, The great multitude is pressing against thee. But 
Jesus looked around to see her who had done this thing. When the 
woman saw that he knew it and that she could not hide her act, she came 
trembling, and, falling down at his feet, told before all the people why she 
had touched him and how in a moment she was made well. Jesus said to 
her, Daughter, be not afraid; because thou hast faith in me, thou are 
healed. ; : 


While he spoke to the woman, a messenger came to the ruler of the 
synagogue, saying, Thy daughter is dead; therefore trouble not the Mas- 
ter any further. But Jesus said to him, Fear not; only have faith and she 
shall live. When they came to the ruler’s house, Jesus saw the people 
weeping and wailing greatly. He said to them, Why do you weep? the 
child is not dead, but sleeping. He meant that she should soon rise up 
from the dead like one who had waked out of sleep. But they would 
not believe him, and laughed him to scorn. Then Jesus put them all out, 
and took three of his apostles—Peter, James, and John—and the father 
and mother of the child, and went into the room where she lay. Then 
he took her by the hand, and said, I say to thee, arise. And the child 
arose and walked. Those who saw it wondered; and he said that food 
should be given her. 


(Read also “The Raising of Jairus’-Daughter,” Page 150.) 


After Jesus left the house two blind men followed him and wanted 
to be healed, Jesus asked them, Do you believe that I am able to make 
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you well? They said, Yes, Lord. Then he touched their eyes, and imme- 
diately they could see. Jesus told them not to say anything about it, but 
yet they did. 

A dumb man possessed with an evil spirit was also brought to him 
to be healed. Jesus cast out the evil spirit, and the man spoke. Everybody 
was surprised at this and said, We have never seen such things before. 
But the Pharisees hated Jesus and told the people that he was casting out 
evil spirits because Satan helped him. (Matt. 9 :27-34.) 


The Twelve Sent Forth—Matt. 10:1-42. 


From Capernaum Jesus went. to Nazareth. He taught the people 
in the synagogue and they wondered at his wisdom and asked, Where did 
he get all this? They were amazed at hearing of the miracles he had 
done and said, Is not this the carpenter? Are not his brothers and sisters 
among us? But they would not believe that he was the Christ, so that 
Jesus could do only a’ few miracles among them. 


On leaving Nazareth he went into the villages round about. He 
had more work now that he could do alone, so he sent out his twelve 
apostles two by two into the regions of Galilee. He told them not to go 
to the Gentiles nor to the Samaritans at this time. 


Before the apostles went, Jesus gave them power to do miracles, so 
that all who should see them do these wonderful works might believe the 
gospel that they preached. He said to them, Wherever you shall go 
among the people, heal their sick, make their lepers well, raise their dead ; 
and tell them that Christ has come to save all who believe on him. But 
do not expect them to treat you kindly for doing these things; as they 
have treated me so they will treat you. They will take you before their 
courts to try you, and scourge you, because you preach to them about me. 
Yet do not fear them, they are able only to kill your bodies; rather fear 
him, who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. . 


Jesus also told the apostles not to take any money, or food, with them 
for their journey; for all they should need would be given them, because 
they were working for him. He said that God, who takes care of the 
little sparrows, would also take care of them. 


The apostles went out and did as they were told, preaching the gospel 
through the cities and towns of Galilee, and healing the sick. 





The Death of John the Baptist—Mark 6:14-29. 


John the Baptist was in prison over a year. Herod often listened to 
his preaching and would have set him free, but he did not dare to do so 
on account of his wife. She was a very wicked woman and hated John 
because he had rebuked Herod for having married her while her husband, 
Philip, was still living. She was bound to have John put to death. She 
found an occasion for revenge when her husband made a feast to his 
friends, who were high officials, to celebrate his birthday. Her daughter, 
Salome, danced in the presence of Herod and his guests. He was so 
greatly amused that he promised to give her anything she asked to the half 
of his kingdom. Salome went to her mother and said, What shall I ask? 
The mother said, Ask for the head of John the Baptist. She came back 
to the king and told him that she wanted the head of John the Baptist. 
The king did not like to do this, but because he had promised it, he granted 
her wish. 

So John was beheaded. When his disciples heard of it they came and 
buried him. 





‘IV. THE YEAR OF OPPOSITION. A. D. 29-30. 


The Five Thousand Fed.—John 6:3-13. 


_ After the twelve apostles had finished their missionary journeys in 
Galilee, they returned to Jesus and told him of all they had done. Their 
work had so increased the fame of Jesus that “many were coming to 
him, and they had no leisure so’ much as to eat.’ Then Jesus said to 
them, Come, let us go to some place apart, where you may rest awhile. 
So they took a boat, and sailed again to the east side of the sea of Galilee 
that they might be alone. But when the people heard of it, they followed 
them on foot, walking around the lake. Before the boat touched the 
shore, a great crowd had gathered at that place. Many brought even the 
sick with them. 

Jesus took pity on these people. He healed the sick that were 
brought to him and then he preached to them about the kingdom. In the 
evening the apostles came to him and said, This is a lonely place where 
there is nothing to eat, and the day is now spent; send the people away 
that they may go into the villages to buy themselves food. Jesus said, 
They need not go away, you give them something to eat. The apostles 
answered, Shall we go and buy two hundred pennyworth (about $30) of 
bread and give them to eat. Even this would hardly be enough for each 
one to have just a little. But they found that they did not have as much 
money as this. At last they found a boy who had five loaves and two 
small fishes. 

Then Jesus commanded his apostles to make all the people sit down 
in companies on the green grass. And Jesus took the five loaves and the 
two fishes, and looked up to heaven and thanked God for them. Then he 
broke the loaves in pieces, and gave them to the apostles; the fishes also 
he divided among them. And the apostles gave them to the multitude. 
Jesus made these few loaves and fishes to increase, as they were given to 
the people, so that there was enough for them all. After they had eaten, 
he said, Gather up what is left, that nothing be lost. And they gathered 
up the pieces that were left, twelve baskets full. Those that had eaten 
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were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

A few months later at another place Jesus again fed a multitude of 
four thousand in the same way with seven loaves and a few small fishes, 
and afterwards they gathered seven baskets full. (Mark 8:1-9.) 

(Read also “Feeding the Multitude,” Page 153.) 
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Jesus Walking on the Sea of Galilee—Matt. 14:22-32. 

When the people saw this great miracle which Jesus did, they 
wanted to make him their king, but he left them and went up into a moun- 
tain alone to pray. The apostles he sent away in a boat to go across the \ 
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sea to Capernaum. After they had rowed some distance a strong wind 
“arose, they were in constant danger; for it was late in the night and 
RS) dark, and the wind drove them out of their course. From the shore Jesus 
saw them toiling and rowing and he went out to them, walking on the 
sea. When they saw him, they were afraid and said, It is a spirit; and 
they cried aloud with fear. But Jesus spoke to them and said, It is 1; be 
not afraid. 

Then Peter said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come to thee on the 
water. Jesus said, Come. So Peter tried to walk on the water to go 
to Jesus. But when he heard the noise of the wind and saw the waves 
dash high about him, he was afraid and beginning to sink, he cried, 
Lord, save me. Then Jesus reached out his hand and caught him, 
and said, O thou of little faith, why didst thou doubt? When Jesus 
and Peter had come into the boat, the wind was still and the sea was 
smooth ; and in a moment the boat was at the place where they wanted 
to land. Then they praised God and cried out, Truly, thou art the 
Son of God. 

As soon as the people learned that Jesus had come, they began 
to crowd to him and bring the sick in beds, so that he might lay his 
hand.on them and heal them. Wherever he went they begged that 
they might touch only hie garments, and all that touched him were 
made well. ; 
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Jesus, The Bread of Life.—John 6 :22-51. 

The news, how Jesus had fed the multitude, spread over all the 
towns and through the country, and everybody talked about it. The 
people believed that Jesus had the power to feed them and that he 
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could do it every day, if they were with h'm. So they followed him 
up and found him in a synagogue in Capernaum, preaching the gospel. 
But Jesus knew that they again wanted something to eat. He said 
to them, You must seek for the “meat which endureth unto ever- 
lasting life.’ Then they asked him, What shall we do to please God? 
Jesus said, I am the bread of life. Believe that I am the Savior, whom 
God has sent into the world. But the Jews had expected the Savior 
to be a great soldier who would set them free from the Romans, and 
set up his kingdom among them and rule over them like a king of 
other nations. Now, because Jesus was a poor man, telling them to 
repent of their sins and obey God’s commandments, and promising 
to reward them in heaven and not in this world, they were displeased 
and refused to believe that he was the Savior. 

Even the apostles were much surprised. Jesus said to them, Will 
you also go away? Peter answered, Lord, if we leave thee, to whom 
shall we go to be saved? We believe and are sure that thou art that 


Christ, the Son of the living God. However, one of the apostles, Judas 
Iscariot, doubted. It was he who afterwards betrayed Jesus. 


The Gentle Woman’s Faith.— Mark 7 :24-30. 


After this Jesus went out of Galilee and came near to the cities 
of Tyre and Sidon. The people of those cities were not Jews, but 
Gentiles. Yet a woman came to him and begged him to cast an evil 
spirit out of her daughter. At first he turned her away, but he did 
this to see whether she truly believed in him. Then she fell at his 
feet and prayed more earnestly, Lord, help me. Jesus said to her, 
Because thou hast faith in me, thy daughter is made well. When 
the woman came to her house she found the evil spirit gone out, and 
her daughter lying upon the bed. 


Healing the Blind Man at Bethsaida—Mark 8 :22-26. 

Jesus came back again into the land of Galilee. A man who was 
deaf and could hardly speak was brought to him. He put his fingers 
into the deaf man’s ears, and touched his tongue with spittle, and 
looking to heaven, said, Be opened. And the man was able to speak 
and hear. Many others also did Jesus heal. 

Presently Jesus came to the city of Bethsaida, which is near the 
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place where he had fed the four thousand. And they brought a 
blind man and begged Jesus to touch him. He took him by the hand 
and led him out of town. Then he spit on the blind man’s eyes and 
put his hands on him, and asked him if he could see. He answered, 
I see men who look like trees walking. Then Jesus put his “hands 
again on the man’s eyes, and made him look up, and he saw every- 
thing clearly. 


The Confession of Peter.— Matt. 16 :13-28. 


From Bethsaida Jesus went with his apostles to the city of 
Caesarea. On the way he asked them, Who do the people say that I 
am? They said, Some say thou art John the Baptist risen from the 
dead, some that thou art the prophet Elijah or some other great 
prophet come back to earth again. Then Jesus asked them, But who 
do you say that lam? Peter answered, Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of God. 

Peter meant to tell Jesus that the apostles believed him to be 
the Savior whom God had promised to send into the world. But still 


they thought that he would be king of the Jews. Though he was 





poor then, they thought he would some day be great and rich, and 
would make them great too. They had not yet learned that he had 
come to rule only in their hearts, and that instead of fighting battles 
for them, he was going to die on the cross for their sins. 

But from this time on he began to tell them what was really 
going to happen to him; that he must go to Jerusalem and there be 
cruelly treated by the chief priests, the scribes and the elders of the 
Jews; and that he would be killed by them, but would rise from the 
dead on the third day. When Peter heard this he was surprised and 
said, No, these things shall not happen to thee. Jesus was not pleased, 
when Peter found fault with him for speaking of his death, and did 
not want him to do the things that would please God, but the things 
that would please Peter himself. 

Then Jesus said that if any man wanted to be his diciple, he 
must not seek his own pleasure, but must take up his cross every day 
and follow him. Jesus meant that his disciples must follow his 
example and do what is right, no matter how hard and painful it may 
be. For, he asked, what good would it do any one to have all that he 
wanted in this world or even to have everything in the world for his 

















\ 


MS 


S— 


So 
Pl a 


ee 
——S =f 


—- 


aS 


—o— 


fam 


a 
a 


Dd x aa 


ESP 


= 


- 











a ——— So > EN oe Gai 


\ 


“ a ae ——_ = i; 


Se 


own, as long as he lived, if, after he died, he should lose his own soul. 


The Transfiguration.— Matt. 17 :1-9. 


After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him on a 
high mountain to pray. This mountain is believed to have been Her- 
mon at the source of the river Jordan. While Jesus prayed, his face 
was changed so that it shone bright like the sun, and his garments 
became glistening white like snow. Suddenly two men were with him 
and talked with him about his death. It was Moses and Elijah come 
back to earth but shining with a heavenly glory. The apostles knew 
who they were. 


Then Peter said, Master it is good for us to be here. Let us 


make three booths, one for thee, one for Moses and one for Elijah. 
While he was speaking there came a bright cloud and covered them, 
and God’s voice spoke out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved 
Son, hear him. When the apostles heard it, they bowed down with 
their faces to the ground, and were greatly afraid. But Jesus came 
and touched them and said, Arise, be not afraid. When they had 
risen up and looked around, Moses and Elijah were gone and they 
saw no one except Jesus. Jesus said to them, Tell no man of the 
things you have seen, until I be risen from the dead. But they did 
not understand him when he spoke of rising from the dead, and they 
asked one another what that saying could mean. 


Jesus Healing the Boy With an Evil Spirit—Matt. 17 :14-20. 


The day after the transfiguration, when they had come down from 
the mountain, many people were waiting to see Jesus. And there came 
a man kneeling before him and saying, Master, I beseech thee, look 
upon my son; for he is my only child, and an evil spirit has gone into 
him, that often makes him fall into the fire and into the water, to 
destroy him. I took him to thy disciples, that they might heal him, 
but they could not. Jesus answered, Bring him to me. ~As they 
brought him, the spirit threw him down, and he rolled on the ground 
and foamed at the mouth. Jesus asked his father, How long ago did 
this come upon him? He answered, When he was a child. Then Jesus 
said to the evil spirit, I command thee to come out of him, and go no 
more into him. Then the spirit, crying with a loud voice, shook the 
young man greatly and came out of him, but left him weak, like one 
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dead, so that many said, He is dead. But Jesus took him by the hand 
and lifted him up, and he stood upon his feet and was well. 


The Tribute Money.—Matt. 17 :24-27. 


Jesus and the apostles came again to Capernaum. Now the Jews 
who lived in different cities of the land, used to send money to the 
priests at the temple to pay for the beasts used as sacrifices. Men 
went around to collect this tax. One of these came to Peter and asked 
him, whether his Master also paid this tax. When Peter came into the 
room where Jesus was, he already knew what the man wanted, and 
he told Peter to go to the sea of Galilee, and cast a hook in the water, 
and the first fish he would catch, would have in its mouth a coin of 

“money, which he should give to the men. Peter did as he was told, 
caught the fish, found the coin and gave it to the men. 


Jesus and the Children.— Matt. 18:1-7, 10-14. 


Despite that Jesus had told his apostles a second time that he 
would be cruelly treated and put to death, they did not comprehend 
the meaning of this statement. They fully expected their Master to 
set up a great kingdom upon the earth. 

One day they began to dispute with one another as to which of 
them should be greatest. Jesus knew what they said, and when they | 
came into the house, he asked them, What is it that you disputed 
among yourselves by the way? But they were ashamed and did not 
answer him. Then he called a little child and set him in the midst of 
them, and told them that unless they should put away their pride, and 
- their desire to rule over one another, they could not belong to the 
kingdom which he was going to set up. Whoever, therefore, he said, 
should be most humble and willing to obey like that little child, would 
be the greatest in his kingdom. 

Jesus said further, that a spirit of pride is an offense to others, 
and that those would be severely punished who would put obstacles 
before others and thereby keep them out of the kingdom. If thy hand 
or foot give offense, cut it off; if thine eye gives offense, pluck it out. 
He meant that if there were any sin that they loved more than they 
did him, they must cast it off, even though it seemed as hard to part 
with as a hand or foot or eye. For it would be better for them to lose 
all they prized most, than to lose heaven. 
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The Duty of Forgiveness.— Matt. 18 :21-35. 1) 


Jesus also pointed out what those will do who are really humble. 
He said that if any one of them should sin against another, and after- 
ward confess his fault, the one he had sinned against must forgive 
him. Peter asked how many times they should forgive, whether as 
often as seven times. Jesus said, that they should forgive one another 
not only seven times, but seventy times seven. He meant always. ' 
| Then he spoke to them a parable. He said, There was a king 
who wanted to take an account of the money that his servants owed 
him. When he began to do so, one was brought who owed him a very 
great sum, as much as ten thousand talents or about ten million dol- 
lars. But as he had nothing to pay with, the king commanded that 
he and his wife and his children should be sold as slaves, so that the 
money they were sold for might be paid to him for the debt. Then 
the servant fell down on his knees before the king, and prayed that he 
should have patience with him till he could earn the money, or get 
it from those who owed it to him, then he would pay it all. When 
the king saw his distress, he pitied him and was kind to him, and for- 

. gave the debt altogether. 

But that same servant had a debtor who owned him only a hun- 
dred pence, or about seventeen dollars. Now, instead of being kind 
to this man, this servant treated him harshly and demanded full pay- 
ment without delay. But this fellow-servant could not do it, and 
asked for patience till he could pay it all. But he would not, and cast 
him into prison to be kept there till the debt was paid. 

The other servants saw this unjust treatment, and they came and 
told the king, who sent for this debtor to come before him and said 
to him, © thou wicked servant! I forgave thee all thy debt because 
thou didst ask me. Shouldst thou not also have pitied thy fellow- 
servant as I pitied thee? And the king was greatly offended, and sent 
him to prison till he should pay all that he owed him. 

‘Jesus meant that just as the king punished the unjust servant, 
so God will punish us, if we do not forgive each other our faults and 
trespasses. 
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Jesus, The Light of The World.—John 7 :1-53, 8:12-59. 


It was now October and the feast of the tabernacles was at hand. 
It was celebrated to remember the desert life of the children of Israel, 
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when they were going to the land of Canaan. Every. devout Jew who 
was able to make the journey would go to Jerusalem to attend it. 
Jesus also attended it. On his way to Jerusalem he passed through 
Samaria. At one of the villages he sent James and John to buy some 
food, but the Samaritans would not sell them any, because they were 
Jews and were going to Jerusalem. This angered the two apostles so 
that they said to Jesus, Allow us to pray that fire may fall from 
heaven and destroy these people. But Jesus said that their desire 
was wrong. The Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives but 
to save them. (Luke 9:51-54.) 

After arriving in Jerusalem many people came to him, because 
they loved to hear him. He taught them in the temple. They were 
greatly astonished at what he said and wondered, where he had learned 
these things. He said, I speak as God tells me. 

The people were divided in their opinions about Jesus. The chief 
priests and scribes hated him and tried to find a way to kill him. But 
Jesus was not afraid, and continued to teach, because he knew he was 
doing God’s will. Even those who were sent by the Pharisees to catch 
him in his discourses at something he might say, had to confess, 
Never spoke a man like this man. : 

Jesus said that if any man was thirsty he could give him the 
living water through the gift of the Spirit. He also said that he was 
the Light of the World, Those who follow him by believing on him 
would have the light of life. The Pharisees found much fault with him 
for saying this, but he told them plainly that he had come from God, 
and that he would go back again to God. This, and many other things 
about which they disputed with him, angered them only the more. 
They finally said, He has a devil; and they took up stones to throw at 
him. But Jesus left them and went away unharmed. 


Jesus and the Woman Who Was a Very Great Sinner. 
John 8:3-11. 

While Jesus was teaching in the temple the scribes and Pharisees 
brought before him a woman who had been unfaithful to her husband 
and had committed a very wicked sin with another man. The law of 
Moses required that she should be stoned for this evil deed, but this 
part of the law had not been in force for a long time, and perhaps the 


Romans would not let the Jews carry it out. So they thought they 
would entrap Jesus by asking him whether she should be stoned or 
not; for if he would say that she should be stoned, then the Romans 
might seize him and arrest him, and if he would say that she should 
not be stoned, then they could say that he did not believe in the law 
of Moses. 

Jesus knew their thoughts. Therefore he did not give them an 
answer, but stooped down and wrote something on the ground. As 
they kept on asking him, he stood up and said, He that is free from 
sin, let him first cast a stone at her. Then he stooped down again 
and wrote on the ground. 

After they heard his answer they went out one by one, and left 
Jesus alone with the woman in the midst of the crowd. 

When Jesus stood up again, he said, Woman, where are thine 
accusers? has no one condemned thee? She said, No man, Lord. Then 
Jesus said, Neither do I condemn thee; go, and sin no more. 

Jesus wants to teach us that we should not find fault with those 
who do wrong, but pity them and help them to do right. 


Jesus and the Man Born Blind.—John 9:1-41. 


As Jesus came from the temple on the Sabbath day, he saw a man 
who had been blind ever since he was born. The apostles wondered 
why this man was so unfortunate. Jesus said, that God would be 
glorified by it. So he spat on the ground, made clay of the spittle, put 
it upon the eyes of the blind man, and said, Go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam. He went and washed and when he came back he could see. 
All his friends and acquaintances were so surprised that they scarcely 
knew whether it was he or not. Therefore they asked him, How were 
thine eyes opened? He answered, A man who is called Jesus made 
clay and put it on my eyes, and said, Go to the pool of Siloam and 
wash, and I went and washed and now I can see. Where is he, they 
asked. He answered, I do not know. 


The Pharisees heard of this miracle and they wanted to see the 
man too. So he was brought to them. They also asked him how he 
had received his sight. He said, He put clay upon my eyes, and I 
washed and do see. Then some of the Pharisees said, The man that 
cured thee cannot be God, because he did it on the Sabbath day. 
Others said, that if he were not of God, he could not do such miracles, 





and they asked the man what he thought of Jesus. He said, I think 
he is a prophet. 

But the Jews would not believe that the man had really been 
blind until they called his parents and asked them, Is this your son 
who was born blind? Tell us how he came to get his sight. They 
said, We know that this is our son and that he was born blind, but 
how it is that he can now see, we cannot tell; ask him, he is old 
enough to speak for himself. They said this, because they were afraid 
of the Jews; for they had agreed that if any one admitted that Jesus 
was the Christ, he would be put out of the membership of the syna- 
gogue. 

Then the Pharisees again talked to the man who had been blind, 
and said, Give God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner. 
But he/answered, Whether he is a sinner or not, I do not know, but 
one thing I do know; Once I was blind and now I see. Once more 
they asked him, What did he do to thee? How did he open thine 
eyes. The man said, I have told you already, and you would not 
believe me. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want 
to be his disciples. This answer made them angry, and they said, 
Thou art his disciple, but we are Moses’ disciples. We know that God 
sent Moses, but as for this fellow, we do not know who sent him. 

The man answered, this is a strange thing, that you do not know 
who sent him. Since the beginning of the world such a thing has 
never been known, that a man should give sight to one who was born 
blind. If this man were not of God, he could not have cured me. 
This made the Pharisees still more angry, and they put him out of the 
synagogue. 

Jesus heard what the Pharisees had done, and when he found the 
man, he said to him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God? The man 
asked, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? Jesus said, It 
is he that talks with thee. The man said, Lord, I believe; and he 
worshipped him. 


Jesus, the Good Shepherd.—John 10 :1-39. 


Jesus turned from the Pharisees to his disciples and to the people 
and said, I am the good shepherd, and I know my sheep. He meant 
that he was like a shepherd to his disciples, and they were like his 
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flock of sheep. In that country the shepherd went before his flock, 
and the sheep followed him. Each sheep had its name, and knew the 
shepherd’s voice and came when he called it. The shepherd stayed 
with his sheep by night, as well as by day, to keep them from getting 
lost, and to guard them from wild beasts. So Jesus is always with 
his disciples to guard them from Satan, and to guide them to heaven. 

Some did not understand what Jesus meant, so he explained to 
them that he, as the good shepherd, would some day die for the sake 
of his flock, and that he would do this voluntarily and gladly. How- 
ever, he would come to life again. He said, His Father in heaven 
asked him to do this, and his Father would stand by him. Some 
understood now what Jesus was talking about. Others were made 
angry and began to abuse him. 

About two months after this Jesus was again in Jerusalem at the 
feast of dedication, and as he walked in the temple, in Solomon’s 
porch which was the eastern entrance hall to the temple, the Jews 
came around him and said, If thou art the Son of God, who should 
come into the world, tell us plainly. Jesus answered, I have told you 
already, but you would not believe, because you are not of my sheep. 
My sheep listen to my voice and follow me, and I give them eternal 
life; and they shall never be lost, neither shall any man take them 
away from me. My Father gave them to me, and no man shall take 
them out of his hands. I and my Father are one. Jesus meant that 
he was God; yet not God the Father, but God the Son; as good and 
as great as God the Father, and to be loved and worshipped as much. 

Then the Jews took up stones to cast at him because he said that 
he was God, but he escaped from them and went out of Jerusalem. 


The Mission of the Seventy Luke 1031-12) 17-24. 


During the time between the feast of tabernacles and the feast of 
dedication Jesus taught and preached along the southern border of 
Galilee and in the northern portion of Perea, which is the province 
lying east of the river Jordan. He had so far visited but few places 
in Perea, and in order to spread the gospel rapidly through these 
regions Jesus chose seventy more of his disciples, besides the twelve 
apostles, and sent them out two by two, into every city where he him- 
self expected to come after a while, that they might heal the sick and 
tell the people that the kingdom of God is come nigh. The seventy 








































went and did as Jesus commanded them. Afterward they returned 
to him full of joy, because they had been able to do miracles in his 
name. But he told them not to rejoice because they had power to do 
miracles, but rather because their names were written down among 
those whose sins were forgiven, and who should be taken up to 
heaven. 


The Good Samaritan.—Luke 10 :25-37. 


One day while Jesus was teaching the people in some city in 
Perea, a lawyer, a man who was a teacher and interpreter of the laws 
of Moses, stood up to ask questions. He said, Master, what must I do | 
to be saved? Jesus said to him, What does God’s law command thee 
to do? The lawyer answered, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart; and thy neighbor as thyself. Jesus said, Thou hast 
answered right; do these things and thou shalt be saved. Now the 
lawyer wanted to know who his neighbor was. 

Then Jesus spoke this parable, saying, A certain man went down 
from Jerusalem to the city of Jericho, and as he went, got among 
thieves, who stripped him of his clothing and wounded him and went 
away, leaving him half dead. While he lay on the ground too weak 
to rise, there came by chance a priest that way. As this priest was a 
minister and a teacher of God’s law, we might suppose that he would — 
have shown kindness to the wounded man. But instead of this. he 
crossed over to the other side of the road and went by, pretending 
that he did not see him. After the priest came a Levite. He also 
was one of those who attended to God’s worship at the temple; yet 
when he looked at the man, he passed on as the priest had done, with- 
out offering to help him. 

But after the priest and the Levite had gone, a Samaritan, as he 
journeyed, came to the place. Now the Jews hated the Samaritans, 
and would have no dealings with them. Therefore we would not be 
surprised to hear that this Samaritan had refused to help the wounded 
Jew. Yet it was not so; for when he saw him he pitied him, and 
bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine to make them heal. 
Then he lifted him up, and setting him on his own beast, took 
him to an inn and nursed him there. The next day, when he left, he 
paid the owner of the inn, saying, Take care of him, and whatever 
more thou shalt spend for him after I am gone, when I come again, 








I will also pay thee. 
Jesus, after. he had told this parable, said to the lawyer, which of 
these three thinkest thou was neighbor unto him that fell among 
thieves? The lawyer answered, The one that showed kindness to 
him. Then Jesus said to him, Go thou, and do likewise, for every one 
who needs thy help is thy neighbor. 


Jesus at Bethany.—Luke 10 :38-42. 


At about this time Jesus attended the feast of dedication at 
Jerusalem. We have already seen that the Jews did not like his 


preaching and threatened to stone him. It was probably after he went 
away from Jerusalem to go back to Perea, on the east side of the « 


river Jordan, that he stopped in a village called Bethany, which was 
about two miles southeast of Jerusalem. A woman named Martha 
asked him’to her house. She had a sister named Mary who, when 
Jestis had come, sat down at his feet, that she might listen to what he 
taught about the way we are to be saved, and taken to heaven. ‘Then 


Martha, because she had all the work to do, was displeased with her 


sister and came to Jesus, saying, Lord dost thou not care that Mary 
has left me to do the work alone? Tell her to come and help me. 
Jesus answered, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about 
many things; yet only one thing is needful. Mary has chosen that, 
and it shall never be taken away from her. He meant that faith in 
God and love of the truth was the thing that we need on this earth, 
and when we come to die it shall not be taken away from us. 
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V. THE CLOSING MONTHS.—One-Third Year. A. D. 30. 


Lessons in Prayer.—Luke 11:1-13. 


Jesus was back again in Perea. One day he had been earnestly 
engaged in prayer. His disciples were so greatly impressed by what 
they saw and heard that one of them asked Jesus to teach them how 
they should pray. So he gave them a prayer, which is called The 
Lord’s Prayer. Once before he had given this prayer, when he 
preached the Sermon on the Mount in Galilee. 


Jesus told his disciples to ask God for those things that they 
needed, and God would give them. For, he said, if one of your chil- 
dren should ask you for bread, would you give him a stone? or if he 
asked for a fish, would you give him a serpent? If you, then, who 
are sinful men, know how to give good things to your children, how 
much more certain is it that your heavenly Father will give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him. Jesus said that God would give us the 
Holy Spirit, because that is the best gift he can give us; for it is the 


Holy Spirit who comes into our hearts and changes them into new 
hearts, and so makes us God’s children. 


The Rich Man’s Folly.—Luke 12:1-21. 


In Perea as elsewhere the Pharisees became the enemies of Jesus, 
because he upset many of their rules and regulations by his teaching. 
Jesus found it necessary to uncover their insincerity. For, while they 
claimed to be the purest and best people, yet in their hearts they were 
wicked and they planned how they might kill him. He said they were 
like graves which on the inside are full of filth, but on the outside 
were made beautiful. He also said that they were greedy, and then 
tried to hide it by giving the tenth of some things for God’s cause. So 
Jesus warned the people against their teaching and their practices. 

One day a man came to him asking him to divide an inheritance 
with his brother. But Jesus said he had not come -for that purpose. 
Furthermore, life does not consist in the possession of wealth. Then 
he illustrated this by a parable. 

A certain rich man, he said, had much valuable land and his har- 
vests were very good. His barns were beginning to be too small. So 
he said to himself, I must tear them down and build larger ones, so 
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that I may have room enough. He felt so good over his increasing 
riches, that he said to his soul, Take thine ease, eat, drink and be 
merry. But God said, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be re- 
quired of thee; then who will get the riches thou has gathered? 

So, said Jesus, is every one who is seeking wealth, but who is not 
tich in God. Then he said to his disciples that they should-trust in 
God and not in riches; for God who feeds the ravens and clothes the 
lilies will also provide what is needful for this life. 
































Lawful Work on the Sabbath. Luke 13.:10-17. 


Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. He 
found a woman there who had been bent down with disease for eigh- 
teen years. When he saw her he called her to him and said, Woman, 
thou art made well of thy sickness. Then he laid his hands on her, 
and immediately she lifted herself up and was made straight, and she 
spoke, praising God. 

But the ruler of the synagogue was angry because Jesus had 
healed her on the Sabbath day. He said to the people, There are Six 
days in which men ought to work, if any of you want to be healed, 
come then, and not on the Sabbath. Jesus answered, Thou hypo- 
crite, doth not each one of you, on the Sabbath, take his ox or his ass ~ 
from the stable and lead him out to water him? If it is right to do 
what is needful for the ox or the ass, is it not right that this woman, 
who has been suffering for eighteen years, should be made well on 
the Sabbath day? When he said this his enemies were ashamed ; but 
the people were glad for the miracles that were done by him. 


The Parable of The Great Supper.—Luke 14:1-24. 


On another Sabbath day Jesus was asked to dine with one of the © 
chief Pharisees. A man sick with dropsy had been brought there. So 
all the guests watched Jesus what he would do. But Jesus understood 
their plan, therefore he asked them if they believed it was right 
to heal on the Sabbath. As they did not answer, he healed the 
sick man. Then he asked them again, If any of you have an ass or 
an ox that has fallen into a pit, will you not quickly pull him out on 
the Sabbath day? And they did not answer this question either. 

Jesus had noticed how the invited guests had tried to get the 
seats of honor at the table. So he told them by a parable: that it is 
wise not to go to the highest place but to the lowest; for in that way 
a man may be honored, while otherwise he might be greatly shamed. 
Futhermore, if any of them made a feast again, he should invite the 
poor, the maimed, the lame and the blind; for then he would receive 
an eternal reward. One of the guests said upon this, Blessed is he 









that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God. Then Jesus-spoke an- 
other parable. 

A man made a great supper. When everything was ready, he 
sent out servants to say to those who were invited, Come, for all 
things are now ready. But they began with one accord to make ex- 
cuses. The first said, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go 
and see it; I pray thee, have me excused. The second said, I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and Iam going to try them; I pray thee have 
me excused. Another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I . 
cannot come. 

The servant came and told his master these things. Then the 
master was angry and said, Go out quickly into the streets and bring 
into my house the poor, the lame and the blind. The servant did as 
he was told. Afterward he came to his master and said, I have done 
as thou hast commanded, and yet there is room for more. The master 
said to him, Go out again into the highways and lanes of the country 
and make the people come in, so that my house may be filled; for 
none of those men who were first invited shall taste of my supper. 


In this parable the man who gave the supper means God; the 


- supper itself means the good news of the gospel. The servant means 


God’s minister who~preaches the gospel; and the men who were first 
invited and would not come, mean the Jews, because the gospel was 
preached to them first and they would not believe it. The men who 
were brought in afterward mean the people of other nations, who have 
heard the gospel since that time and obeyed it. The command to go 
out into the streets and lanes and bring them in means, that not only 
the rich and the great but also the poor and despised are invited to 
come and be saved. ae 

After this great multitudes came to hear Jesus. But he said to 
them, that although a man might come and listen to his words, yet 
if he did not, in his heart, care more for him than for any one else in 
the whole world, he could not be his disciple. And if he did not 
take up his cross and deny himself, to do what is right, as Jesus him- 
self did, he could not be his disciple. Any man who wanted to follow 
after him, must first think what he would have to do, and unless he 
was willing to give up all that he had, if Jesus commanded it, he could 
not be his disciple. 


a, Lost and Found—Luke 15:1-32. 


The scribes and Pharisees found fault with Jesus because pub- 
licans (or tax-gatherers) and other men who were sinners came near 
to hear him. They said, He keeps company with wicked men and eats 
with them. Therefore he defended his kindness to these despised peo- 
ple by relating three parables. 
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In the first of these he told of a man having a hundred sheep; and 
losing one of them, who went after it till it was found. Then he carried 
it home rejoicing, and told his neighbors also to rejoice, because the 
lost sheep was found. 

In the second he told of a woman having ten pieces of silver, and 
losing one of them. She lighted a candle and swept the entire house, 
because the coin was highly prized by her. After she found it she said 
to her friends and neighbors, Rejoice with me, for I have found the 
coin which was lost. 

Jesus meant to teach the scribes and Pharisees by these parables 
that the publicans and sinners who came to hear him were like the lost 
sheep and the lost coin, because they were wicked. Yet he would not 
send them away for this reason, but rather seek for them and en- 
courage them to come to him, that he might teach them to repent and 
be saved. For even the angels in heaven are glad whenever one of 
these wicked men repents and begins to obey God. 

In the third parable he told of a father who had two sons. The 
younger of the two sons was rather wild and did not want to stay at 
home. So he asked his father to give him his share of the inheritance 
that was coming to him. The father consented to do so and gave him 
the share for which he had asked. And now, having plenty of money, 
he spent it recklessly among wicked companions, until he had nothing 
left. Then a famine came in the land, and he had to hire out to a 
farmer who set him to feeding swine. Food was so scarce, that he 
would have been glad to eat bean-pods which were fed to the swine, 
but the man would not let him. 

At last, nearly starving with hunger, he thought of the nice home 
of his father, where there was plenty to eat. So he said to himself, I 
will go back to my father and tell him how I have sinned against him 
and against God, and that I am not worthy to be called his son, but 
will gladly be one of his hired servants. 


So he left the country to go back home. As soon as his father 
saw him, though he was yet a great way off, he ran to meet him and 
put his arms around his neck and kissed him. Then the son said, 
Father, I have sinned against God and done wickedly to thee, and do 
not deserve any more to be called thy son. But the father had the 
best clothes put on him, and a ring placed on his hand, and shoes on 
his feet. The servants had to bring the fatted calf and make a great 
feast, because the lost son had returned home. 


When the older son came in from the field and heard the music 
and saw what was going on, he asked a servant what it all meant. 
When he was told, he was angry and would not go in, though the 
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\ father begged him to do so. He complained very much about this 
Ne feast. For, said he, I have always been obedient to father and I never 
ar had a kid given me to make a feast for my friends. But as soon as 
I this wicked son came back the fatted calf was killed for, him. The 
(7A father said to him, My son, I have always loved thee, and everything 
I have is thine. Yet it is right that we should rejoice, for this thy 
brother had left us, and he is come back again; he was lost and is 
found. 

In this parable Jesus taught the proud scribes and Pharisees, who 
blamed him for preaching to sinners, that God loved sinners and was 
willing to forgive them, and take them for his children, if they would 
only cease to do evil and obey him. 

(Read also “The Son Who Repented,” Page 166.) 


The Rich Man and Lazarus.—Luke 16:19-31. 


The Pharisees were greedy and very selfish. They loved to be 
rich, and to spend their time enjoying themselves.‘ In order to teach 
them, and others who were present, a lesson about the results of such 
a life he told them another parable. He said, There was a rich man 
who was dressed in the most beautiful garments, and ate the best food 
every day. And there was a beggar named Lazarus, who was sick, 
and covered with sores. Now because he was poor, and had nothing 
to eat, his friends carried him and laid him down every day at the rich 
man’s door that he might get the crumbs and pieces of food that were 
left from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs seemed to pity him, 
for they came and licked his sores. 

And the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to heaven, 
where he leaned upon Abraham’s bosom. Afterward the rich man also 
died. And being in hell—(the place of the wicked dead)—he saw Abra- 
ham afar off, and Lazarus leaning on his bosom. Then he asked Abra- 
ham piteously, Send Lazarus that he may dip:the tip of his finger in 
water and come and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 
But Abraham told him that he had good things in his lifetime, and 
Lazarus evil things. All this is now changed. And, besides, he said, 
there is a great gulf between us which no one can pass, and there is 
no way of going back and forth. 

Then the rich man said, If Lazarus cannot be sent to me, send. 
him to my five brothers in my father’s house, that he may tell them 
to repent and obey God, so that they do not come to this dreadful 
place when they die. Abraham answered, They have the Scriptures 
to read, let them learn from them to repent. But the rich man said, 
Nay, Father Abraham, if one of the dead will speak to them, then they 
will surely repent. Abraham answered, If they will not hear what 
God says to them in the Scriptures, they will not be persuaded to 
obey him, even though one rose from the dead. 
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The Raising of Lazarus.—John 11 :1-46. 


Jesus continued to teach about the duties of his disciples. He 
showed how necessary it was to be humble and to forgive and to be 
helpful in loving service to others. But one day he was interrupted 
by the news brought by some messengers, that his friend Lazarus at 
Bethany, the brother of Mary and Martha, was very sick. Jesus loved 
this family greatly, yet he did not go at once, but stayed two days 
longer. Then he said to his disciples, Let us go to Bethany, for our 
friend Lazarus sleepeth, and I go to awake him out of his sleep. 

Jesus meant that Lazarus was dead, and that he was going to raise 

him up from the dead. But his disciples thought he meant that 
Lazarus was taking rest in sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, 
Lazarus is dead. 

Now Bethany was near to Jerusalem, about two miles off. Many 
of the Jews had come to comfort Martha and Mary in their trouble. 
As soon as Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet 
him, but Mary sat still in the house. When Martha met Jesus, she 
said to him, Lord, if thou hadst been here my brother had not died. 


But 1 know that even now, whatever thou wilt ask of God, he will | 


give it thee. Jesus said to her, Thy brother shall rise again. Martha 
answered, I know that he shall rise again at the Judgment day. 

Then Martha went back to her homé and called Mary, saying, 
The Master is come, and asks for thee. As soon as Mary heard this 
she rose quickly to go to him, and when she saw him she kneeled down 
at his feet and said, Lord, if thou hadst been here my brother had not 
died. When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews weeping with her, 
he was troubled, and said, Where have you laid him? They answered, 
Lord, come and see. Jesus wept. Then the Jews, when they saw him 
weeping, said, See how he loved him. And some of them asked, Could 
not this man, who opened the eyes of the blind have saved Lazarus 
from dying? 

Jesus went to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone was rolled to 
the mouth of it. Jesus said, Take away the stone. Martha said to 
him, Lord, by this time his body is decayed, for he has been dead four 
days. Jesus answered her, Did I not tell thee that if thou wouldst 
believe in me, thou shouldst see how great God’s power is? Then 
they took away the stone. Now the Jews, when they buried their 
dead, wrapped the body if linen and tied up the head in a napkin. 
They had buried Lazarus this way. After the stone was taken away 
from the mouth of the cave, Jesus cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, 
come forth. Then he that was dead came forth, with his hands and 
feet bound in grave-clothes, and his face bound with a napkin. Jesus 
said, Loose him, and let him go. 





Many of the Jews who had come to 
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visit Martha and Mary, when they saw this great miracle, believed. 


on Jesus. But some went to the Pharisees and told them what they » 


had seen. Then the chief priests and Pharisees came together and 
planned, how they could put Jesus to death. For, they said, he will 
draw so many people to him by his miracles, that they will make him 
king, and then the Romans will be angry, and come and destroy our 
nation. ; 
The Healing of the Ten Lepers.—Luke 17:11-19. 
As it was not safe for Jesus to stay near Jerusalem he returned 


~ to the northern part of the country. He did not remain there long, 


but started to go back to Jerusalem for it was now March and not 
long till the passover would be at hand. So one day as he entered a 
village, there came ten men who were lepers, to meet him. These 
men stayed with each other because they were all sick with the same 
dreadful disease, and were not allowed to come near persons who 
were well. Therefore, they did not come near Jesus and his disciples, 
but stood a good way off and cried out, saying, Master, have mercy 
on us. 

Now Moses had commanded that every leper who was healed, 
should go and show himself to the priest, that the priest might give 
him permission to live among the people again. When Jesus heard 
these poor men crying out, he said to them, Go, show yourselves to 
the priest. And as they went they were healed. One of them when 
he saw that he was healed, turned back and with a loud voice, praised 
God,.and came and knelt down at the feet of Jesus giving him thanks; 
the man was a Samaritan. Jesus said, Were there not ten cleansed? 
Where are the other nine? Only this Samaritan comes back to thank 
God for what has been done to him. 

The Pharisee and The Publican —Luke 18:1-14. 

As Jesus traveled along, going again through Perea, he spoke to 
the disciples about some future things that would happen at the time 
he would be coming again in glory. He would come so suddenly, he 
said, that people would be taken by surprise. Therefore it is necessary 
to be ready all the time. | 

Now in order to teach the disciples a lesson in patient waiting 


and prayer, he said, There was a wicked judge to whom a widow kept_ 


coming and asking, that he would punish a man who was her enemy. 
For a while he would not listen to her but finally he said to himself, 
Though I do not fear God, nor care to act justly toward men, yet be- 
cause this woman wearies me, I will do what she asks. 

Now, said Jesus, if this wicked judge would do what the widow 
asked, because she asked often, will not God who is holy and loves his 
children, give them what they ask, though he may seem for a while 
not to hear them? 








As there were people present who thought themselves more 
righteous than others, Jesus spoke to them another parable. A Phari- 
see and a publican went into the temple to pray. The Pharisee stood 
proudly where the people could easily see him. Then he prayed, God 
T thank thee that 1 am not as bad as other men are, or even as this 
publican. I fast twice a week, and I give to the priests and Levites 
the tenth of all I get. 

The publican stood where he hoped no one would notice him, 
and bowing his head, he beat upon his breast in great sorrow and said, 
God be merciful to me a sinner. 

Then Jesus said, This publican went back to his home forgiven, 
but the Pharisee was not heard. For every one who is proud shall be 
humbled before God, and he who humbles himself and confesses his 
sins shall be honored before him. 


Jesus Blessing the Children —Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-17. 

Jesus was talking to some Pharisees about marriage. He said 
that'a man must love his wife and not put her way by divorce, unless 
she had béen unfaithful and impure. While he was speaking, some 
mothers brought their little children to him, that he might put his 
hands on them and bless. them. They believed, that if Jesus would 
do this, their children would always remain good and pure and that 
they would make a success in life. But his disciples found fault with 
those who brought them and wanted to send them away. Then Jesus 
said, Let the little children come unto me and forbid them not, for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven. He meant to teach his disciples to 
be as meek and loving as good little children, if they wished to get to 
heaven. Then he took the little ones in his arms, laid his hands on 
them and blessed them. 

(Read also “Christ Blessing Little Children,” Page 174.) 


The Rich Young Ruler—Mark 10:17-22; Luke 18 :18-23. 
officer of the synagogue of that place, came running after Jesus. With ~ 
In one of the towns of Perea a fine young man who was a ruling 
great respect he knelt down before him and said, Good Master, what 
shall I do to inherit eternal life? Jesus answered, Keep the command- 
ments. The young man said, I have kept them from my boyhood days. 
In what respect do I still come short? Jesus said, Sell all that thou 
hast and spend it on the poor, then come and be my disciple. But he 
was not willing to do this, for he was rich, and he went away. 
Jesus pointed out to his disciples, how hard it is for the rich to 
get to heaven, because they are apt to love their riches more than 
they do God. 


Laborers in The Vineyard.—Matt. 20:1-16. 
The unwillingness of this rich young man to give up his wealth 
and become a disciple gave Jesus an opportunity to give them the 
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parable of the laborers in the vineyard. He said, A householder went 
out early in the morning to hire men. He found ‘some, agreed to give 
them a penny (about seventeen cents) a day and hire them. Going 
out again at nine o’clock, at twelve o’clock and at three o’clock, he 
hired other men and said he would pay them what was right. At five 
o’clock, he went out once more and found some standing idle and 
hired them also, promising to pay them what was right. 

In the evening when all were paid, each of them received a 
penny, beginning with those who were hired last. Then those who 
worked all day expected to receive more, and when they did not get 
it they complained. But the householder said, Did I not agree with 
you for a penny a day? I am treating you honestly. So, Jesus said, 
the last shall be first, and the first last. By this he meant that the 
people who were saved by him would all get to heaven, and there 
would be no difference among them there. 


Who is The Greatest ?—Matt. 20:17-28. 


Jesus with his disciples was now traveling southward toward 
Jerusalem. Only a few days were left before the passover week. 
Therefore Jesus told his disciples once more about his betrayal to the 
chief priests and scribes, his cruel death on the cross, and his resur- 
rection. But they did not understand what he said, though he had 
already twice told them. They were looking for a different ending 
of his life. They were thinking of a kingdom, and places of honor and 
power for themselves. 

With this thought in mind, the mother of James and John came 
to Jesus and asked him to give to her sons the highest positions in his 
kingdom. You do not understand what your request means, Jesus 
said to her; for the highest places are gained only by going through 
severe trial. Nevertheless, replied Jesus, it is not for me to say who 
should have these places of honor, but my Father will give them to 
those for whom they are prepared. 

The other disciples, after hearing this request, were jealous. So 
Jesus called them together and said, Do not try to be like heathen 
princes, but remember that he who wants to be the greatest among 
you, should be the servant of the rest. For the Son of Man also came 
not to be served, but to serve and give his life as a ransom for many. 


Blind Bartimeus.— Mark 10:46-52. 


When they came to Jericho a great number of people followed 
him. A blind man, named Bartimeus, sat by the wayside begging ; 
and hearing the multitude, he asked what it meant. They told him 
that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by. As soon as he heard this he 
began to cry out with a loud voice, Jesus, thou son of David, have 
mercy on me. When the people heard him crying out, they told him 
to be still. But he cried a great deal more, Thou son of David, have 
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mercy on me. Jesus stopped and commanded him to be called. They 
called him and said, Be of good comfort, rise, he calleth for thee. 
Then the blind man rose up in haste, and threw away his outer gar- 
ment, that he might go the more quickly to Jesus. Jesus said to him, 


What wilt thou have me do for thee? The blind man answered, Lord, ~ 


that thou wouldst give me my sight. Jesus said, Because thou hast 
faith thou art made well. And immediately he could see; and he fol- 
lowed Jesus, praising God for what had been done to him. 

Jesus and Zacchaeus.—Luke 19:1-10. 

In Jericho lived a man named Zacchaeus who was the chief among 
the publicans, or tax-gatherers; and he was rich. As Jesus passed 
through the streets of the city, Zacchaeus tried to see who it was, but 
as he was a small man he could not for the crowd. So he ran ahead 
and climbed into a sycamore or fig-tree, for Jesus was going that way. 


When Jesus came to the place he looked up at him and said, | 


Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I must stay at thy 
house. Zacchaeus quickly came down and received him joyfully. 

Now the tax-gatherers were not just and took more money from 
the people than was right. It is very likely that Zacchaeus did this 
also. But after Jesus came to his house he was so strongly impressed 
with the goodness and love of this great teacher that he believed on 
him. And he stood up before all the people and said that he would no 
longer be unjust. He would be kind to the poor and give them half of 
all he had, and if he had wronged any one, he would give back to that 
person four times as much as he took from him. 

When Jesus saw the faith of Zacchaeus he told him that all his 
sins were pardoned. But the Jews found fault with Jesus for going 
to the house of a publican and staying with a man who was a sinner. 
Then Jesus told them that he was sent into the world to save sinners. 

The Parable of the Pounds.—Luke 19 :11-27. : 

Before Jesus left Jericho he spoke to the people a parable, be- 
cause many believed that he would soon establish a great kingdom. 
He said, A nobleman went into a far country to receive a kingdom 
and then to return. Before doing so he called his ten servants and 


gave each a pound (about seventeen dollars) and said to them, Use it 


till I come back. After he had come back the first one who came had 
gained ten pounds, another had gained five pounds, and both were re- 
warded with honor and authority. The last one brought only his one 


pound and made the excuse that his master was unkind and unjust; 


therefore he had kept it safely hidden. But the master was angry and 
ordered his pound taken from him and given to him who had ten 
pounds. He wanted to teach them that those who are faithful and 


diligent will constantly increase their usefulness, but those who are 


neglectful will lose even the little energy they possess and will ulti- 
mately be lost. 
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Vi. THE LAST WEEK.—April 1-April 7, A. D. 30. 


< 


Jesus at Bethany.—Mark 14:3-11. 


Six days before the passover Jesus and_ the apostles came to 
Bethany, about two miles from Jerusalem. The people were so well 
pleased because Jesus spent the Sabbath day among them, that they 
made a banquet for him in the house of a man named Simon, who was 
a leper at one time, but had very probably been healed by the power of 
the Savior. Lazarus, who had been raised from the dead a short time 
‘before, was there, and also his sisters, Martha and Mary. Martha, the 
busy housekeeper, served. 

While the guests were reclining at the table—(for the Jews did 
not sit on chairs as we do, but reclined or lay down on couches which 
were placed around the table)—Mary took a pound of very costly 
ointment, called spikenard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped 
them with her hair. One of the apostles, Judas Iscariot, who after- 
ward betrayed him, said, Why was not this ointment sold for three 
hundred pence (about fifty dollars), and the money given to the poor? 
He was not sincere in what he said. He wanted the money for his 
own bag; for he was the treasurer of the apostles, and it was found 
afterwards that he was not honest. 

The rest of the apostles, too, thought it was a great waste. But 
‘Jesus said, Let her alone; she hath done a good work on me. For you 
have the poor always with you, but you will not have me always. 
This thing that Mary has done, shall be told in all the world where 
the gospel is preached. 

The Triumphal Entry Into Jerusalem.—Matt. 21 :1-16. 

The following day, which corresponds to our Sunday, Jesus left 
Bethany to go to Jerusalem. When he came to the Mount of Olives, 
over which he had to pass, he sent two of his disciples into a nearby 
‘village, called Bethphage, to secure for him a colt of an ass from a 
man who was friendly to Jesus. They did as they were told and 
brought the colt to Jesus. Then the disciples placed their outer gar- 
ments on the colt, and Jesus sat on him, in order to ride like a king 
into Jerusalem. 

As he rode toward the city a multitude of pilgrims followed him, : 
while others were coming from Jerusalem, having learned that Jesus 
was on his way to the city riding like a king. Some took off their 
outer garments and spread them in the way, others cut down branches 
from palm-trees and strewed them in the way. They did this to honor 
him. As they went along they shouted, Hosanna! Blessed is the king 
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of Israel, that cometh in the name of the Lord. Jesus did not object 
to it, because he was now ready to offer himself to the Jewish people 
as their king, not to rule over their land, but over their hearts. 

As he came near to Jerusalem, he looked on it and wept, when he 
thought of the sufferings that were coming upon the Jews. Their 
enemies would bring an army, he said, and make a camp around the 
city, and besiege it and destroy it; every house would be thrown 
down, so that not one stone would Be left standing upon another; be- 
cause the Jews would not believe on him that he had come from 
heaven to save them, and besides, they were now going to put him to 
death. 

After he came into Jerusalem he went into the temple and looked 
all around in it. He saw the money-changers and those who sold ani- 
mals-used for sacrifice. The next day he drove them all out as he did 
once before; for, he said, God’s house is a house of prayer, but you 
have made it a den of thieves. 

Many blind and lame were brought to him in the temple during 
that day, and he healed them. While this was going on the children 
also began to shout, Hosanna to the son of David. The chief priests 
and scribes murmured when they heard the children and wanted them 
to be still. But Jesus said, By the mouth of the children God is truly 
being praised. 

(Read also “Hosanna in the Highest,” Page 179.) 


The Barren Fig Tree—Mark 11:12-14, 20-26. 


In the evening of Palm Sunday he went out of the city to 
Bethany, and slept there. On Monday morning, as he came back to 
Jerusalem, he was hungry, and seeing a fig-tree on the way, he went 
to it to eat of the fruit, but found only leaves. Then he said to it, Let 
no more fruit grow on thee forever; and the disciples heard his words. 
The next day, as they passed by again, they saw that the fig-tree was 
dried up from the roots, for it was dead. And remembering the words 
that Jesus had spoken, they said, How soon has the fig-tree withered 
away. 

Jesus said to them, Have faith in God. Whatever you ask of God, 
if you believe, and are pure in heart, he will give you. 


Parables of Warning.—Matt. 21 :23-46, 22:1-14. 


The chief priests and elders were angered when they saw Jesus 
driving out the money-changers, and heard the children shouting 
Hosanna. Finally, when they saw a great crowd around Jesus, and 
Jesus teaching them, they came up to him and asked him who gave 
him this authority. But he said, Will you tell me by what authority 
John baptized? As they would not answer him, he told them that he 
would not answer their question either. 
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However, he told them three parables to show them how insin- 
cere they were in their religious life. The first was about two sons 
who were asked by their father to go and work in the vineyard. The 
older one said he would go, but did not; the younger one refused, but 
changed his mind and went. Jesus asked, Which one of the two did 
the father’s will? They said, The second. Just so, continued Jesus, 
the publicans and wicked sinners, believed and repented, but you, who 
pretend to do God’s will, do not repent. 


The second was about a vineyard which a man planted and im- 
proved in a first-class manner. Then he rented it to tenants and went 
on a journey. But when it was time to pay the rent they refused to. 
pay it. On the contrary, they cruelly treated the servants who were 
to receive it, and even killed one of them. Then the owner of the vine- 
yard sent his son, for, he thought, they will surely respect him and 
do him no harm. But they cast him out of the vineyard and slew 
him. Then, they thought, the vineyard would be their own. Now, 
said Jesus, what will that owner do to those tenants? The people 
said, He will destroy those wicked‘tenants and let the vineyard out to 
others who will give him his share of the fruit. 


In this parable Jesus showed how God had chosen the Jews for 
his people, and given them the land of Canaan. He had taught them 
his laws, and they promised to obey him. When they did not do this 
he sent his prophets to warn and persuade them. But they perse- 
cuted those prophets and killed some of them. Then, at last, God 
sent his only son, Jesus. And now they were going to kill him also, 
as the wicked tenants had killed the son of the owner of the vineyard. 
When the chief priest and Pharisees heard this parable, they knew 
that Jesus had spoken it about them; and they were angry and wanted 
- to put him to death. 


The third parable was about a king who made a marriage-feast 
to his son. When everything was ready, he sent his servants to tell 
those who were invited. But some turned away and would not hear, 
and others treated the servants cruelly and slew them. This made the 
king angry, and he sent out soldiers who destroyed those murderers 
and burnt up their city. Then he sent other servants out into the 
streets and lanes to invite all the people whom they could find and 
bring them in, and they did so. 

Now the king had new and beautiful garments made for his 
guests. To each one was given one of these garments to wear. But one 
man, who came, refused to wear his wedding garment. When the 
king came in and saw him, he said, Friend, how does it come that 
thou dost not have on a wedding garment? The man could not answer. 
Then the king was angry with him and told his servants to bind his 





hands and feet and cast him into the dark dungeon where those are 
kept who would not obey the king’s commands. 

In this parable the king who gave the feast means God, and the 
king’s son for whom it was given, means Jesus. Those who were first 
invited to it and would not come, mean the Jews, because they were 
first asked to believe in Jesus, but they would not. The people, who 
were brought into the feast afterward, mean those of other nations 
who have believed in him since that time. The man without the wed- 
_ding garment means any one who trusts in his own righteousness and 
refuses the robe of Christ’s righteousness without which he can have 
no place in Christ’s kingdom. 


Questions and Answers.—Matt. 22 :15-46. 


The Pharisees and Sadducees tried to lay a, snare for Jesus by 
asking him hard questions. Those who favored the Roman govern- 
ment asked, whether it was right to pay taxes to the Roman emperor. 
Jesus said, Show me the tax-money. As they did so he said, Whose 
head and figure is on the coin? They said, The emperor's. Then he 
said, Pay to the emperor what belongs to the emperor, and to God 
what belongs to God. 

The Sadducees, who did not believe in the resurrection of the 
dead, asked him, and said, There was a woman whose husbands died 
one after another until she had been the wife of seven husbands, who 
were all brothers. Now whose wife will she be after the resurrection? 
Jesus said, You do not know the Scriptures. After the resurrection 
they do not marry, but are like the angels of God in heaven. Besides 
the Scriptures say, that God is not the God of the dead but of the 
living. So the resurrection must be a fact, or the Scriptures untrue. 
This answer amazed the people who heard it. 

Then a Pharisee who was also a teacher of the law of Moses asked 
Jesus which was the greatest commandment. Jesus answered, Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. The 
other one like it is, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these 
two commandments hang all the law and the prophets; he meant that 
if we'obey the first, we shall do all our duty to God, and if we obey 
the last, we shall do all our duty to our neighbor; and so we shall do 
everything that the Bible commands us to do. 

‘ Jesus spoke to the Scribes and Pharisees and called them hypo- 
crites, because they loved to sit in the chief seats in the synagogues 
and to make long prayer there, that the people might see and praise 
them; while, at the same time, they were unjust to other persons and 
cruel to the poor, taking for their own what did not belong to them, 
Therefore, Jesus said, they would receive so much greater punish- 
ment at the judgment. (Matthew, Chapter 23.) 
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The Widow’s Offering —Mark 12:41-44. 


Toward evening on Tuesday, Jesus sat down in the court of the 
temple where the chests, or boxes were placed, into which the people 
dropped the money which they gave to buy sacrifices. Many persons 
who were rich gave much. Then a poor widow came along who gave 
two mites (about one-third of a cent). Then Jesus called his dis- 
ciples and told them that the small gift of the widow was greater in 
God’s estimation, than all that the rich men had given. For they 
gave out of their riches and had much left, but the widow gave all 


_ she had, and had nothing left for herself. 


(Read also “The Gift of Love,” Page 182.) 


The Greeks Seek Jesus.—John 12:20-36. 


There were in the temple that day (Tuesday) some Greeks who 
had accepted the Jewish religion and had come to Jerusalem to attend 
the passover. They had heard the great Teacher, and perhaps heard 
him speak to the people. They had a desire to meet him personally, 
so they told Philip about it, and he told Andrew. The two together 
told Jesus. Touched by the esteem and faith of these Gentiles, Jesus 
said, The time has come,|that the Son of man should be giorified. 
Verily, verily I say unto you, except a corn of wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much 
fruit. Jesus knew that his death was near, yet he also knew that by 
his death not only these Greeks but many other Gentiles would be 


drawn to him and believe in him. : 


The Destruction of The Temple Foretold—Mark 13:1-20. 

As Jesus was leaving the temple in the evening one of his apostles 
said to him, Master, Look at the great stones and beautiful buildings 
that are here. Jesus said to him that the time would come when they 
would be destroyed and not one stone left standing upon the other. 

These things seemed rather strange to the apsotles, for the tem- 
ple was a great building constructed of white marble. Some stones 
were more than seventy feet long, ten feet wide and eight feet high. 
There were also other buildings near by for the priests to live in. So 

“the apostles asked when this destruction should take place. Jesus did 
not tell them the exact time, but said that they would have to pass 
through hard and cruel times before it would come to pass. 

A Command to Watch—Mark 13 :33-37. 

While Jesus was telling what would happen to the temple and to 
Jerusalem, he and the apostles were walking up the slope of the Mount 
of Olives. After they came to the top, they sat down for a while and 
Jesus told them some things about the time when he should come 
again in the clouds with great power and glory. But he could not 
tell them exactly when this would be as no one knew except God. 
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Therefore he said to them, Watch, so that you will not be found un- 
prepared. ; 
The Ten Virgins.—Matt. 25 :1-13. 

To show how well it is to watch constantly, and to be ready to 
meet Jesus when he comes again, he told them a parable about ten 
virgins who went out to meet the bridegroom. For in that country 
when a man was married, he brought his bride home to his house in 
the night.’ Some of his friends would go out to ‘meet him and each 
one carried a lamp or torch. These ten virgins in the parable, had 
made ready to,go out and meet the bridegroom. .They had lighted 
their lamps, but because the bridegroom stayed longer than they ex- 
pected, they sat down to wait until he should come. And they all fell 
asleep.. Now five of them were wise, and brought oil with them in 
vessels, beside the oil that was in their lamps, so that if their lamps 
should go out they would have enough to fill them again. But five 
were foolish, and brought no oil except what was in their lamps. 

At midnight a shout went up, The bridegroom is coming, go out 
to meet him. Then all the virgins rose up and trimmed their lamps. 
But the foolish found that their lamps were burned out and they had 
no other oil, so they asked the others to give them of theirs. How- 
ever, the wise said, We have not enough for us and for you; go and 
buy more for yourselves. While they were gone the bridegroom came. 
Those that were ready went in with him to the marriage-feast ; then 
the door was shut. Afterwards the other virgins came and said, Lord, 
Lord, open to us. But he answered, I know you not; and he refused 
to let them come in. ’ 

In this parable the bridegroom is Jesus, the ten virgins are the 
disciples who expect to meet him when he comes again in his glory. 
The oil means the religion in the heart. If there is not enough of this 
to keep us loving Jesus and obeying his commandments, we cannot 
go into heaven with him, but will be shut out forever. 


The Talents.—Matt. 25 :14-30. 


Jesus spoke another parable of a man who took a journey into a 
far country. Before he left he gave each of his servants some money, 
that they might earn some more with it for him, while he was gone. 
To one he gave five talents, to one two, and to one only one. He gave 
to each servant as much as he thought that servant could use. All of 
them traded with their talents, except he who had received only one. 

After a long time the lord of those servants returned and called 
them to give an account of what they had done. When the first one 
came, who had received five talents, he reported that he had gained 
five other talents. His master was well pleased‘and said, Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant; thou hast been industrious and care- 
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ful with a few things that I gave thee, I will now give thee many 
things. Come and share your master’s joy. The servant who had 
received two talents reported that he had gained two other talents. 
His master was also pleased with him and gave him the same praise 
and reward as he did to the first one. 

Then the man who had received only one talent-came and said 
that, because his master was an unjust and dishonest man, he had hid 
his talent in the earth, for he said he was afraid he might lose it and 
be punished. Then he gave it back to his master. But the master 
said, If thou knewest that I was that kind of a man, that was no 
reason for you to neglect your duty and be idle while I was gone. 
Thou art only making an excuse for thy wickedness. Then he said 
to his other servants. Take the one talent from him and give it to him 
who has ten. For to every one who has earned something I will give 
more; but from him who has earned nothing I will take away even 
the little that he has. 

In this parable the master means Christ, who has gone to heaven 
to stay for a time, we know not how long, but is coming back on the 
Judgment day. The servants mean all of us whom he has left to 
work for him in this world. The talents mean whatever he has given 
us to work with. Some of us have many talents, and some of us have 
few, but each one has as many as he knows how to use. When Jesus 
comes again, he will reward those who have used their talents in work- 
ing for him, but he will punish those who have not used them, or who 
have used them only in working for themselves. 


The Judgment.—Matt. 25 :31-46. 


Jesus continued to tell his disciples what would happen on the_ 
Judgment day. On that day he will come in his glory, and all the 
holy angels will be with him. Then he will sit on his throne, and the 
dead of’all nations shall rise up from their graves and stand before him 
to be judged. And he will separate the righteous from the wicked, 
as a shepherd separates his sheep from the goats; he will set the sheep 
on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 

Then he will say to those on his right hand, Come, ye children of 
my Father, into the kingdom which has been made ready for you 
from the beginning of the world. For when I was hungry you gave 
me food; when I was thirsty you gave me drink; when I was poor and 
naked you clothed me; when I was sick you visited me; when I was 
in prison you came to me and comforted me. Then the righteous will 
answer him, Lord, when did we do all these kind-deeds. Then Jesus 
shall answer them, Whenever you did these things to any poor and 
suffering person who loved me on earth, it was the same as if you did 
it to me. 

















































Then he will turn to the wicked on his left hand, and say, Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire that was made ready for the 
devil and his evil spirits. For I was hungry and you gave me no 
food; I was thirsty and you gave me no drink; I was naked and you 
clothed me not; sick and in prison, and you visited me not. Then will 
they also answer him, Lord, when saw we thee hungry, or thirsty, or 
naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not help thee? And he will reply, 
Because ye did not do it to any of the poor and suffering people who 
loved me on earth, it was the same as if ye did not do it to me. And 
these will go to everlasting punishment, but the righteous into life~ 


eternal. 


The Passover.—Mark 14:12-14. 


After Jesus had spoken all these things to his disciples, he told 
them that in two days would be the feast of the passover, and then he 
would be betrayed to be crucified. 


When the day was at hand in which the Jews made ready for this . ~ 


feast, Jesus and his apostles were going to keep this feast together. In 
doing so they had to take a lamb to the temple and have it killed as a 
sacrifice before the altar. Then the priest would burn its fat on the 
altar, but the rest of the lamb they would take to their home, where 
they roasted and ate it in the night. 

The apostles asked Jesus at what place they should make it ready. 
Then he told Peter and John to go to Jerusalem where they would 
meet a man carrying a pitcher of water. They should follow him into 
the house where he was going and tell him to show them the room in 
which their Master with his disciples could come to eat the feast of 
the passover. Then the man would show them a large upper room, 
already furnished. There they should make it ready. They did as 
they were commanded. : 

In the evening Jesus came with his twelve apostles and reclined 
with them at the table. And he said to them, I have greatly desired 
to eat this passover with you before I die, for I say unto you, I will 
not any more eat of the lamb that has been sacrificed, until I myself 
have been sacrificed for the sins of the people. But the apostles did not 
understand him when he spoke of being sacrificed for the people. They 
still thought that he would set up an earthly kingdom, and that now 
the time for him to do so had come. 


Jesus Washing the Disciples’ Feet——John 13 :2-16. 


When they were ready to take their places around the table the 
apostles began to dispute among themselves, as they had done before, 
which one of them should be the greatest in that kingdom. Then 








" you are my disciples, if you have love one to another. 


Jesus told them that, among the people of this world, those who are 
great rule over the rest. But, he said, it shall not be so with you. 
For whoever among you will be the greatest, let him be the most 
humble, and the one who will be chief, let him be as if he were the 
servant of all. 

To give some idea of what it meant to be a servant of all, Jesus 


~ arose from the table, laid aside his outer garment and girded himself 


with a towel. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash 
the apostles’ feet and to wipe them with the towel. When he came to 
Peter, he refused to let Jesus wash his feet. But Jesus said, Thou 
dost not understand it now, but thou shalt know afterwards. Peter 
replied, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus then said, If I wash 
thee not, thou canst not be one of my disciples. Then Peter said, 
Lord, wash not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. But 


. the Lord said that it was enough that he should wash his feet. _ 


After Jesus had done this, he came to the table again and said to 
them, Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Master 
and Lord, and you are right for so I am. If I, then, your Lord and 
Master, have washed your feet, you ought to wash one another’s feet, 
for I have given you an example that you should do as I have done 
to you. He meant that they should be willing to do cheerfully any 
service for each other. . 


The Betrayer—Matt. 26:21-25. 


While Jesus and the apostles were eating the passover, he said to 
them, Surely one of you will betray me. Then they were filled with 
sorrow, and they looked at each other wondering of whom he spoke, 
and each one said, Lord, is it I? Now John the disciple, whom Jesus 
Joved, was leaning on his bosom. Peter motioned to him to ask Jesus 
of whom he spoke. So John said, Lord, who is it? Then Jesus 
answered, It is he to whom I shall give a piece of bread after I have 
dipped it in the dish. And when he had dipped the bread he gave it to 
Judas. Then Judas asked, Is it I? Jesus answered, Thou hast said. 
What thou art going to do, do quickly. After that Satan, entered into 
tie Heart.or judas.) °" 

No one but Judas knew what those words meant. Some thought 
that Jesus wanted Judas to go out and buy some things that were 
needed, or that he should give something to the poor. 

Then Judas went out from the house where Jesus and the apos- 
tles were. And it was night. When he was gone, Jesus said to them, 
I will be with you only a little while. Before I leave you I give you 
a new commandment, that you love one another; as I have loved you, 
so shall ye also love one another. By this every one shall know that 
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Jesus told the other apostles that they would all be tempted to 
leave him that night. But Peter declared that, though all the rest 
should leave him, he never would, but would be ready to go to prison 
or die with him. Jesus warned him again and said, Peter, this night, 
before the cock crows twice, thou shalt three times deny that thou 
knowest me. Still Peter asserted that he would not do it. So did also 
the others. 


The Lord’s Supper.—Matt. 26 :26-29. 


As they were eating together Jesus took bread and blessed it, and 
broke it in pieces and gave it to the apostles, saying, Take, eat; for 
this is my body which is broken for you. He meant that the bread 
was like his body, and represented it, because his body was soon to 
be broken and crucified, and offered up on the cross for them. Then 
he took some wine in a cup and when he had thanked God, he gave. 
it to them, and they all drank of it. And he said to them, This is my 
blood, which is shed for the forgiveness of sins. He meant that the 
wine was like his blood, and represented it, because his blood was very 
soon to be shed, like the blood of the sacrifices at the altar, so that all 
who believed in him might have their sins forgiven.» Then he com- 

’manded his apostles to meet together after he should be put to death, 
and to eat the bread and drink the wine in the same way that he had 
shown them, and always to remember him, as often as they did it. 


This is the Communion, or Lord’s Supper, which the Church still 
observes. Whenever we see the broken bread in that Supper it means 
his body wounded and nailed to the cross. And whenever we see the 
wine it means his blood, poured out of the wounds in his hand and his 
side. Those who love him will keep on having this Supper until he comes 
to. the earth again. Every time they eat of it they think of the sins they 
have committed, and that Jesus took the punishment for them on the 
cross. They repent of those sins and determine to commit them no more. 


The Farewell.—John, Chapters 14, 15, 16. 


While Jesus and the apostles, except Judas, still reclined at the table, 
Jesus talked with them to comfort their hearts, which were saddened by 
what he had told them about his death. He said to them that they should 
not be troubled because he was to be taken away from them. He was 
going to heaven, he said, to make ready a place for them there; afterward 
he would come and take them, so that they might be where he was. He 
said to them, Obey my commandments, for he who obeys me, him will 
my Father love also. Then he promised them that his Father would send 
the Holy Spirit into their hearts to make them remember and understand 
everything he had told them; and to teach them also, what they should 
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1g forter, while he was away from them. 
mo Then Jesus compared himself to a vine, and the apostles to the E, 
branches growing out of the vine. He said his Father would take care 
es of the good branches that bore fruit, and would make them stronger, so “ 
) that they would bear more. fruit; but the bad branches that bore no fruit / 
would be cut off and thrown into the fire. If the apostles wanted to bear | 
the fruit of good works that Jesus told them to do, they must keep on 
l loving and obeying him, for without his help they could do nothing that 
was good. | 
Then he told the apostles that he had chosen them to bear fruit, and 
do good works among the people. Yet they must remember what he had 
before told them, that the people would not love them for doing these 
Ds) things, but would hate and persecute them. Now, he said, you have 
sorrow, because I am,to be taken away from you, but after I have risen 
from the dead I will see you again, and then you shall have joy. 
He also told them that when they asked anything from God, they 
should ask in his name and for his sake. Before that time they had 
| never prayed in this way, but now they were to do it, and God would al- 
ways hear and answer their prayers. God would answer the disciples 
) when they prayed in Jesus’ name, because Jesus was the one who had 
.borne the punishment for their sins. He assured them that God loved 
| them, because they had loved him as their Master, and believed on him 
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that he was the Son of God. All kinds of trouble may come to you in 
the world, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world and I will 


Nh) stand by you. 
The Lord’s Prayer of Intercession——John 17. 


After Jesus had finished speaking to his apostles, he lifted up his 
eyes to heaven and prayed for his disciples, and for all those who would 
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Ay} _ believe in him. He prayed that they, might be kept from sin, and might 
| love one another; and that he wanted them to be with him in heaven, 
where they could see his glory which his Father had given him. He 
thanked God that he had been enabled to teach and instruct them, and 


ff that they had learned to obey and trust him as God’s Son. He prayed 
that through them God might be glorified on the earth, and that many 
people might believe and be saved. . 


ae 


Jesus in Gethsemane.—Matt. 26 :36-45; Luke 22 :40-46. 


After Jesus had prayed this very tender prayer, he and the apostles 
sang a hymn together, and then left the house where they had eaten the 
passover. They went out of the city to the Mount of Olives, which was 
near by. There they went into a garden, called Gethsemane. In passing 
through the gate, he told eight of the apostles to stay there, while he him- 
self would go ina little farther and pray. But he took Peter, James and 
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—~ John with him. He told them that he was exceedingly sad, and asked 
them to watch with him and pray, for it was now getting late in the 
night. Then he went a little distance farther and fell on his face and 
prayed. His soul was in such great agony that his sweat seemed like 
great drops of blood falling down to the ground. But an angel came and . 
strengthened him. Twice during the prayer Jesus arose and went back 
to the three disciples and found them sleeping. When he came back to 
them the third time, he told them that they should rise up and be going, 
because the betrayer had come. 


Jesus in The Hands of Sinners——Mark 14 :43-52; Matt. 26 :47-56. 


After Judas had left the room where Jesus and the apostles were 
eating the passover, he went to the chief priests to tell them that he was 
ready to deliver Jesus into their hands. He-had already bargained with 
them that he should receive thirty pieces of silver (about eighteen dollars, 
the price of a slave) for this deed. Now they gave him a band of sol- 
diers and other men carrying swords and staves and lanterns. He knew 
that if Jesus was not in the upper room, he would very likely be in Geth- 
semane, for he often went there with his disciples to pray. 

Judas had given them a sign, saying, The one that I shall kiss is he; 
take him and hold him fast. Then he came to Jesus and said, Master 
Master, and kissed him. Jesus said to him, Judas, dost thou betray me 
with a kiss? Then the men laid their hands on Jesus and took him. Now 
Peter wanted to fight for his Master, and having a sword, drew it and 
struck a servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. But Jesus said, 
Put thy sword back again into the sheath. Might I not now pray to my 
Father that he should send me quickly many thousands of angels to fight 
for me and save me from death? But how then could the words of the 
prophets come true, which say that I am to die for the people? Then 
Jesus touched the servant’s ear and healed it. And he said to the men 
that took him, Have you come out with swords and staves, as though I 
were a thief, to take me? I sat daily with you teaching in the temple 
and you did not lay hold of me. , 

But all this was done in fulfillment of prophecy. Then all the dis- 
ciples forsook him and fled. ; 


Jesus Before the Council—Mark 14:53, 55-65. 


From Gethsemane Jesus was first taken before Annas, who had 
been the high priest the year before, but was replaced by Caiaphas by the 
Roman government. Annas asked him about his disciples and about the 
gospel that he preached. Jesus answered, I have taught nothing in secret, 
but openly in the temple. Ask them who heard me. Then one of the offi- 
cers standing by struck Jesus in the face and said, Answerest thou the 
high priest so? Jesus said to him, If I have spoken evil, tell those who 
should punish me; but if I have spoken well, why strikest thou me? 
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From Annas Jesus was taken to Caiaphas and the Council, called 
\Or Sanhedrin, made 1p of seventy men, mostly chief priests, scribes and 
elders. These men were the rulers of the Jews, and punished persons 
}| who had disobeyed the laws of Moses. But whenever they wanted to. 
7 punish any one by putting him to death, they had first to get the consent 


of the Roman governor. 4 
Caiaphas tried very hard to make cut against Jesus a case of false 
v teaching, but the only thing he could find was what two witnesses said, 
| whose testimony was false and did not agree. They claimed that they had 
heard Jesus say, that he could tear down the temple and build it up again 
in three days. But Jesus answered nothing to this accusation. Finally 
| the high priest said to, him, I ask thee, tell us whether thou art the Christ, 
hy the Son of God? Jesus answered, am. And I say unto you, Hereafter 
( you shall see me sitting on the right hand of God, and coming back to 
\ earth again in the clouds of heaven. 
Then the high priest rent his clothes and said, What need have we 
of any more witnesses against him? You have heard the wicked blas- 
phemy he speaks. What do you say his punishment should be? And all 
3) the men in the council said he should be put to death. Then they spit 
4/ in his face, and mocked him; and when they had blindfolded him, they 
struck him with the palms of their hands, saying, Tell us, thou Christ, 
who is it that struck thee? 
When Judas saw that Jesus would have to die, he was stricken with 


remorse. He went to the priests and said, I have sinned, because I have 


(HY betrayed an innocent man. Then he wanted to give back the money he 
C had received from them. They would not take it, so he threw it in the 
(F) court of the temple. Then he went away and hanged himself. 


Peter’s Denial—Mark 14:54, 66-72. 
When Jesus, was arrested all the disciples fled. But Peter turned 
back and followed the crowd a good way off. John, too, had changed 
his mind and had gone into the high priests’ palace to be present at the. 
trial. When Peter finally came to the door, John asked the doorkeeper 
to let him in. Peter did not want it to be known that he was one of the 


- | disciples, but it was impossible for him to hide it. First the maid who 


was the doorkeeper accused him of having been with Jesus; a little later 
i another maid saw him and said to those who stood by, This fellow also 
was with Jesus of Nazareth. Each time Peter denied it, saying, I do not 
. know the man.. After a while the men who stood by said, Surely thou iL 
Tk art one of them, thou art a Galilean; thy speech betrays thee. A kinsman We 
of Malchus, whose ear Peter had cut off, also said, Did I not see thee 
J with him in the garden? Peter denied it again and began to curse and { 
| to swear. Just then the cock crew the second time. Jesus turned and 
looked upon Peter. Then Peter remembered the words of Jesus about . 
1€ his denial. When he thought of them, he went out and wept bitterly. 
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Jesus Before Pilate—John 18:28-31; Luke 23 :1-25. 


After the Council had declared that Jesus must die, he was taken to. 
Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor. It was early in the morning on 
Friday. The Jews now made the accusation against Jesus that he was 
teaching their people to rebel against the Romans and to refuse to pay 
taxes, and saying that he himself is Christ the King. Pilate asked him, 
Art thou a King? Jesus answered, I am; but my kingdom is not of this 
world, for then would my servants fight for me. 

Pilate openly declared, I find no fault in him. But the chief priests 
and Jews became more fierce and shouted, He stirs up the people through- 
out Judea, from Galilee to Jerusalem. Then Pilate asked if Jesus came 
from Galilee. When they said that he did, he sent him to Herod, who 
was governor of that province, for Herod was in Jerusalem at this time. 

Herod was glad to see Jesus, because he had heard so many things 
of him, and because he hoped to see some miracle done by him. So he 
asked Jesus many questions; but Jesus answered nothing. The chief 
priests and the scribes stood by and bitterly accused him. Then Herod’s 
soldiers made sport of him and mocked him, and put on him a purple 
robe, because he had said he was a king; for kings dressed in purple. 
Afterward Herod sent him back again to Pilate. 

Then Pilate called together the Jews, with the chief priests and 
rulers, and said to him, I have questioned this man before you, and I 
find no fault in him, neither has Herod. There is no cause that he 
should die. But the Jews persisted that he should die. 

Now in order not to displease them, Pilate said, that there was a 
custom to release a prisoner at the passover, and he would give them 
the choice between Jesus and Barabbas. This man had been a leader in 
a rebellion against the Romans and he was a murderer. Pilate said, 
Which one will you have, Barabbas or Jesus, who is called Christ? While 
he was speaking he received word from his wife to be careful and not 
do any harm to this just man, for she had been much troubled about 
him in a dream. : 


When the Jews said they wanted Barabbas, Pilate asked them, What 
then shall I do with Jesus, who is called the Christ? They all said, Let 
him be crucified. Pilate asked them, Why, what evil has he done? But 
they only cried the louder, Crucify him! When Pilate saw that he could 
not persuade them to ask for Jesus, he took some water and washed his 
hands before the people, saying, I am not to blame for the death of this 
just man; see you to it. Then answered all the Jews, Let the blame be. 

on us and on our children. But washing his hands did not take the blame 
from Pilate; the sin was in his heart, because, though he knew that Jesus 
was innocent, yet he would not let him go, but gave him up to be crucified, 
for fear the Jews might be offended and want some one else for their 
_ governor. 
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Jesus Mocked.—Matt. 27 :27-31. 


The Romans, before they crucified a man, used to scourge him. He 
was stripped to the waist, his hands were bound to a low post, or pillar, 
in front of him, so as to make him stoop forward; and while he stood 
in this way, he was cruelly beaten with rods, or cords. Pilate, therefore, 
took Jesus and scourged him. 

Then the soldiers, who were to put him to death, led him into a room 
in the governor’s palace, and called together the whole band of soldiers 
to which they belonged. There they took off hisouter garment and began 
to mock him. They put a purple robe on him and placed a crown of 
thorns on his head. Instead of a golden sceptre, such as the kings held, 
they put a reed, or stick, in his right hand. Then they bowed before 
him, pretending he was a king and saying, Hail, King of the Jews! and 
they spat upon him, and took the reed, and struck him upon the head, 
and smote him with their hands. 


Jesus Crucified—Luke 23 :26-49. 


Pilate tried once more to set Jesus free. Two times before he de- 
clared to the Jews that he could find no fault in him. But, when the 
Jews saw that Pilate wanted to set Jesus free, they cried out, If thou let 
this man go thou art not Czsar’s friend, because be said he was king 
instead of Cesar. After they said-this Pilate was afraid to let Jesus go, 
lest the Jews might tell Cesar. Therefore he gave him to them to be 
crucified. 

Jesus was now taken away by the soldiers to be put to death. As 
he was too weak now to carry his cross, Simon of Cyrene was made to 
carry it for him. Many women followed along and wept. 

After they came to a place called Calvary, which was a little ways 
outside of Jerusalem, the soldiers nailed the hands and feet of Jesus on 
the cross, then set it up in the place prepared for it. While they were 
doing this Jesus prayed, Father, forgive them, for they know not what- 
they do! They wanted to give him vinegar to drink mixed with gall, 
to make him sleepy and to make him feel less pain, but he would not 
take it. At the top of the cross, above his head, they placed this writing 
by order of Pilate in three languages, so that everybody could read it: 
Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. Then the soldiers who had 
crucified him sat down and watched him. They divided his garments 
among themselves; but for his coat they cast lots. Many of the Jews 
passed by, and as they read the sign on the cross, they wagged their heads 
and said, If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross. The 
chief priests and scribes also mocked him, and said, He saved others; let 
him save himself, if he be the Christ, the chosen of God. 

They also crucified two thieves with him, one on his right hand and 
the other on his left. One of these also mocked Jesus. But the other 
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one chided him. Then he said to Jesus, Lord remember me, when tho 
comest into thy kingdom, Jesus answered him, To-day thou shalt be with 
me in Paradise. 4 


Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother and the apostle 
John. Then Jesus said to his mother, Take John to be thy son; and to 
John he said, Let my mother’be thy mother and take care of her from 
now on. 


At twelve o’clock a great darkness came over the land which lasted 
till three o’clock. Toward the end of this time Jesus cried out, My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me? He had not disobeyed God, but the 
sins of the world were laid upon him. Therefore God turned away from 
him as though Jesus himself had ‘sinned. This grieved Jesus more than 
all his sufferings. 

In the agony of his pain Jesus cried out, I thirst. One of the soldiers 
took a sponge, filled it with vinegar, lifted it on a reed to his mouth 
and gave it to him to drink. Soon afterwards Jesus cried, It is finished. 
Then he said, Father into thy hands I commend my spirit and bowed his 
head and died. 

At this moment the curtain, called the veil, in the temple was torn 
in two from the top to the bottom, the earth shook, the rocks were 
broken in pieces, the graves were opened, and many dead arose. When 
the Roman soldiers who were watching Jesus saw these things, they were 
frightened and the centurion said, Surely this man was the Son of God. 


The Burial—Luke 23:50-56; John 19:32-42. 


The Jews did not want the body of Jesus and the two thieves to 
hang on crosses all the Sabbath day. So they sent word to Pilate to 
kill them, and have them buried before the Sabbath day began. Then 
soldiers came and broke the legs of the thieves, so that they would die 
at once. But when they came to Jesus, they saw that he was dead. 
Therefore they did not break his legs. One of the soldiers, however, 
pierced his side with a spear, and there came forth blood and water. 


Now at this time there was in the garden, where Jesus was crucified, 
a new grave cut in a rock, like a cave. It belonged to a rich man named 
Joseph, a citizen of Arimathaea, who was a secret disciple of Jesus. He 
went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. And Nicodemus, who 
had come to Jesus by night, brought many pounds of spices, and helped 
to take the body down from the cross. Then they wound it in fine linen, 
laid it in the grace, and rolled a great stone to the opening. Mary Magda- 
lene and Mary the mother of James the apostle, were near and saw where 
Jesus was buried. 

The chief priests and Pharisees came to Pilate and said, Sir, we 
remember that while that deceiver was yet alive, he said, After three 
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\ days I will rise again. We pray thee therefore that the grave be watched HY 
\p and made safe, until the third day, lest his disciples should come in the j 
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night and steal his away, and then go and tell the people he had risen. from 
I the dead. Pilate answered, You shall have soldiers to guard the sepulchre; 
* CA ~ go and make it as sure as you can. So they went and made the sepulchre 
sure, setting soldiers to watch it, and sealing the stone that was rolled to 
| the door. 
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VII. THE FORTY DAYS.—A. D. 30, April, May. 


Jesus Risen.—Matt. 28 :1-15. 


The Sabbath was joyously celebrated by priests and people as 
the second day of the passover feast. The disciples, however, were 
sad at heart, especially the mother of Jesus and the women. In their 
love to Jesus they planned to administer the last rites of respect by 
embalming his body, which they had been unable to do on account 
of the haste with which Jesus had to be buried. So after the close of 
the Sabbath day, which was after the setting of the sun, they pur- 
chased the spices or ointments and made them ready. 


Very early the next morning, (which is our Sunday), Mary Mag- 
dalene and Mary, the mother of James, and Salome, Joanna and other 
women hastened to the grave with the spices which they had made 
ready. On the way they said one to another, Who will roll away the 
stone from the grave? for it was very large. But that night an angel, 
whose face was bright as lightning and whose garments were white 
as snow, had rolled away the stone. Therefore, when the: women 
came near, they found the stone rolled away. Mary Magdalene was so 
astonished that she ran back to the city to tell Peter and John. The other 
women stayed, and going into the tomb they saw an angel in long white 
garments and they were in great fear. He said to them, Fear not; you 
seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, he is risen. See the place 
where they laid him. But go tell his disciples that he is risen from the 
dead, and that he will go before you into Galilee; there you shall see him. 


Then the women, full of joy as well as fear, fled from the grave. 


Jesus and Mary.—John 20:11-16. 


As soon as Peter and John heard of the open tomb they hastened to 
see it for themselves. John reached there first, and as he looked in, he saw 
the linen clothes there, but he did not go in. Then Peter came and 
went in, and saw the linen clothes. The napkin that had been wrapt 
about the head of Jesus was in a place by itself. Then John also went 
in, and saw and believed that Jesus was risen. Till this time they had 
not known what Jesus meant when he said, that he would rise from 
the dead. Then Peter and John returned to their home. 

Mary Magdalene had such a-strong love for Jesus that she went 
back to the grave. She stood there and wept; finally she stooped down 
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and looked in. Then she saw two angels in white robes, one sitting 
at the head, the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. / 
They said to her, Woman, why weepest thou? She answered, They zs 
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 
) him. 
| After saying this, she turned around, and saw Jesus standing 


SS 


there, but she did not know him. He asked, Why art thou weeping? 

Whom art thou seeking? She thought it was the gardener, so she 

said, Sir, if thou hast carried him away, tell me where he is, and I will 

take him away. Jesus said to her, Mary! Then she recognized him, 

and answered, Master, and knelt down at his feet. Do not hold me, 

said Jesus,-but go to my brethren, and tell them, I ascend to my 

Father, and your Father; and to my God and your God. Mary Magde- 

S*) lene brought the message to the disciples, and told them, that she had 

seen the Lord. eA af 

A) While the other women were going back to the city Jesus met them 

also and said to them, Rejoice. Then they came and clasped his feet and 

worshipped him. Jesus said to them, Be not afraid; go tell my brethren 

| to go into Galilee; there they shall see me. Then they hastened to bring 
the disciples word that they had seen Jesus. 

/f In the meantime the soldiers had come to the city and told the 

chief priests and scribes that a wonderful being had opened the grave. 

The priests gave them large sums of money, and told them to say, that 

the disciples had come in the night and stolen the body while they 

slept. But they said they could not do that; for a Roman soldier had 

ih” to die, if found sleeping on guard. However, the priests said that they 

S would see to it, that they should not be harmed. Since that time 

“IR the Jews say that the disciples came and stole the body of Jesus while 

i ~ the guards slept. 


ny The Walk to Emmaus.—Luke 24 :13-25. 
On the same day of the week when Jesus was risen from the dead, 
two of his disciples were walking together to a village called Emmaus, 


fi) which was about seven miles from Jerusalem. While they were 
1 talking with one another of all the things that had been done, Jesus 
came near and-went with them. But they did not know him. He 
said to them, What is it you are saying to one another as you walk, 
and are sad? One of them, whose name was Cleopas, said to him, 
Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, that thou has not heard of the 
things which have happened there in these days? He said, What 
things? They answered him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was a prophet, and did great miracles before all the people; how the 
chief priests and rulers have taken and crucified him. But we hoped 
that he would set the children of Israel free from the Romans. Then 
some of the women, who went early to the grave, astonished us by 
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saying that his body was not there, and that they saw angels who told 


‘them he was alive. Some of the men also who were with us, went 


afterwards to the grave and found it as the women had said; but him 
they did not see. 


Then Jesus told the two disciples that the things which had — 


happened in Jerusalem seemed strange to them because they did not 
understand the prophets right. For had they not told of the death of 
Christ, and how he would rise and go back to heaven? Then he ex- 
plained what was written about himself in the Scriptures. But still 
the two disciples did not know him. 

When they came to the village where they meant to stop, they 
asked him to stay with them as it was near night. So he went with 
them into the house. And while they were at supper Jesus took 
bread, and after he thanked God for it, he broke it and gave it to them. 
As he did so they knew him; and before they could speak he was gone 
out of their sight. Then they said to one another, Did not our hearts 
glow while he talked with us by the way, and explained to us what 
the prophets had written? 

They did not finish their meal but started back to Jerusalem at 
once, to tell the glad news to the disciples. 


Jesus Appears to the Apostles——John 20:19-23 ; 24 :36-45. 


As soon as Cleopas and his companion came to Jerusalem they 


went to the room where ten of the apostles had met together, and . 
told them how they had seen Jesus and talked with him, and_how they 


had known him as he was breaking the bread. While they were speak- 
ing Jesus himself stood in the midst and said, Peace be unto you. But 
they were frightened ; for they thought they saw a spirit. Then Jesus 
said to them, Why are you so startled? And why do doubts arise in 
your minds? Look at my hands and feet, touch me, and see that it is 
I, myself, for a spirit has not flesh and bones as you see me have. After 
saying this he showed them his hands and his feet, with the marks of 
the nails in them. While they were still unable to believe it for very 
joy, and were wondering, if it was true, Jesus said to them, Have you 
anything here to eat? They handed him a piece of broiled fish and of 
a honey-comb, and he ate it before their eyes. ’ 

Then he talked with them of his death, and showed them just 
what was meant by the words of the prophets, who said that he would 
die for the sins of men, and rise from the dead. They had read the 
words many times, but now for the first time they were able to under- 
stand them. And this message, said Jesus to them, must be told to 
everyone, that if they repent and believe in me, their sins will be for- 
given. You yourselves are to be witnesses to all this. 
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Jesus and Thomas.—John 20:24-31. 


Thomas, one of the apostles, was not with the others when Jesus 


‘came. So they told him afterwards that they had seen the Lord. But 


Thomas said, Unless I see the marks of the nails in his hands, and put 
my finger into the marks, and put my hand into his side, I will not 
believe it. 


A week later the apostles had met together again in the house, 
and Thomas was with them. After the doors were shut, Jesus came 
and stood among them, and said, Peace be unto you. Then he said to 
Thomas, Put thy fingers here, and look at my hands; and put thy 
hand here into my side; and do not doubt, but believe. Then Thomas 
said, My Lord and my God. Jesus said, Because thou hast seen me 
thou hast believed? Blessed are they who are willing to believe even 
though they have not seen me. 


Jesus and Peter.—John 21 :1-23. 


Soon after this Peter said to James and John, Thomas and Nath- 
anael, and two other disciples, who had gone back to Galilee, 1 am 
going fishing. They said, We will go with thee. They did this 
because they used to be fishermen. So they went out in a boat on 
the sea of Galilee, but that night they caught nothing. Just at the 
break of day Jesus came and stood on the shore; but the disciples did 
not know that it was Jesus. He spoke to them, and asked them if 
they had food. They said, No. Then he told them to cast their net 
on the right side and they would find fish. They did so, and it was 
so full of fish that they could not draw it up. 


Then John said to Peter, It is the Lord. When Peter heard this, > 


he fastened his fisherman’s coat around him, leaped into the sea and 
swam to shore. The rest of the disciples came in the boat (for they 
were only about a hundred yards from shore) drawing the net full of 
fish. As soon as they had come to land, they found a charcoal fire 
ready, with some fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, Bring 
some of the fish which you have caught. Then Peter drew the net up 
to land full of large fishes, a hundred and fifty-three; yet, though there 
were so many, the net was not broken. Jesus said, Come and eat. 
None of the disciples dared ask him who he was, for they knew that 
it was the Lord. 


When the meal was over, Jesus said to Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou me more than the others? He answered, Yes, Lord, thou 
knowest that I love thee. Jesus said, Feed my lambs. A second 
time Jesus asked, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He answered, 
Yes, Lord, thou knowest that I love thee. Tend my sheep, said Jesus. 


- 17 


i Re Ce. —~ > Q oy ; 9 cy —=s ] 
— ew im ere ~ <3= Gio rel | ————| 
= = S SS snd a S——__ 











=O 


\ 
\\ 


I) 




































The third time Jesus said to him, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? 
Peter was hurt, because Jesus asked him the third time, Lovest thou 
me? Then he said, Lord, thou knowest that I love thée. Feed my 
sheep, said Jesus. Then he told Peter that when he was young ‘ies 
could go wherever he wanted, but in old age some one would have to 
lead him, and would take him where he did not wish to go. 


The Great Commission.—Matt: 28-16-20,” 


At another time Jesus met the apostles and many-other disciples, 
five hundred in all, as the Apostle Paul tells us, on a mountain in- 
Galilee, where he had told them to meet him. When they saw him, 
they bowed down to the ground and worshipped him, although some 
felt doubtful whether it really was Jesus. Then he said to them, God 
has given me all power, or, authority, both in heaven and on earth. 
Therefore go and preach the gospel to the people of all nations and 
make disciples of them, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to do all those things 
that I have commanded you. And remember, I myself am with you 
every day to the end of the age. 


Jesus Ascends to Heaven.—Mark 16:19-20; Acts 1:2-12;. 
Luke 25 :50-53. 


Jesus had instructed his disciples to stay at Jerusalem and wait 
there till the Holy Spirit, whom the Father had promised to send, 
should come upon them. So the apostles went back to Jerusalem. 
Forty days after Jesus was risen from the dead he met them again ~ 
at Jerusalem and went with them toward Bethany. He reminded 
them, that while John baptized with water, they should be baptized 
with the fire of the Holy Spirit before many days. The apostles 
still hoped that Jesus would establish his kingdom on the earth, so 
they asked him whether he would now do it. But he answered, It 
is not for you to know the times nor hours, for the Father has reserved 
these for his own decision; but you shall receive power, when the 
Holy Spirit shall have come upon you, and shall be witnesses for me 
not only in Jerusalem, but throughout Judea, and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth. When he had said this, he lifted up his hands 


and blessed them, and while he blessed them, he was taken from them ~ 


and carried up to heaven, and a cloud received him from their sight. 
This happened on the Mount of Olives. : 
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- While they looked toward heaven as he went up, suddenly two 
Vw men, clothed in white, stood beside them, and said, Men of Galilee, 
me , nie oe 
why are you standing here looking up into heaven? This very Jesus, 
who has been taken from you into heaven, will come again in the 
Ua same way, in which you have seen him go to heaven. 


Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem, where they spent much 
time in prayer, waiting for the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
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